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Sue Scott cools off in style during the annual Bastille Day canoe trip on the
Red River in July. Find out more about the best canoe trips on page 5.
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on New Coal Power Permits As Cities Prepare To Submit Air Plans
On July 13th, Dallas Sierrans, statewide environmental groups,

The local North Texas Clean Air Steering Committee is charged with the
task of submitting measures to reduce air emissions for the DFW area to
the state environmental agency under the federally-required State Implementation Plan (SIP). The DFW region includes the counties of Dallas,
Collin, Tarrant, Denton, Ellis, Parker, Rockwall, Kaufman, and Johnson.

citizens, media and other interested stakeholders packed the Dallas City
Council briefing room to an overflow crowd to listen and comment on
the sixteen proposed coal-fired power plants in front of the Texas Senate
Natural Resources Committee.

At present, the Steering Committee has found only one third of the needed
emission reductions for the area to reach attainment. Non-attainment of
these standards means poor air quality, a threat to public health, and could
result in the loss of federal highway funding.

Environmental leaders and citizens asked Senate members to demand that
the state environmental agency, the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ), place the pending coal-fired power plant permits on hold
while their cumulative impacts on regions statewide could be evaluated.

“Even though these new power plants will be sited outside the Metroplex,
their emissions will increase ozone levels by the equivalent of hundreds of
thousands of cars,” said Molly Rooke, Dallas Sierra Club Air Quality Coordinator and member of the North Texas Clean Air Steering Committee.

“Essentially, we are doubling the number of coal-fired power plants in
the state of Texas, commented Tom “Smitty” Smith, executive director of
Public Citizen in Texas. “These plants could prevent the DFW area from
reaching its air quality goals and push cities like Austin into non-attainment. Waco would be surrounded by eight of these plants.”

“This means that DFW area residents and businesses will have to shoulder
an even heavier emission reduction burden so that the region can meet
clean air standards. Unfortunately, the state is not even considering these
impacts before issuing new air permits to these facilities,” Rooke added.

Due to an October 31st executive order issued by Governor Perry, the
TCEQ has been mandated to expedite the permitting process for the proposed coal-fired power plants in less than six months time. A large number
of these new coal permits are currently going through the state’s permitting
process at the same moment that regions around the state including DallasFort Worth are trying to find necessary emissions reductions to reach air
quality standards as mandated under the federal Clean Air Act.

Eleven of the proposed coal-fired plants belong to Dallas-based TXU.
Mike McCall, CEO of TXU Wholesale, testified at the meeting. Though
TXU has claimed a 20% emission reduction with the new plants’ construction, it refuses to define how further reductions would be made (beyond
the replacement of old existing equipment on the same sites) even when
asked by Senator Barrientos at the meeting. TXU has also refused the
Dallas City Council and the media’s prior requests for this information.

“How can our region make enough reductions or even accurately assess the
situation if the TCEQ rapidly loads new emissions on our region from new
coal-burning power plants? We cannot make a good air plan when the bull’s
eye is a moving target,” commented Rita Beving, Conservation Co-Chair of
the Dallas Sierra Club.

DFW’s deadline to submit its clean air plan is due to the state in fall 2006.
The deadline for the nine county region to come into compliance was year
end 2010, but an extended deadline of 2012 has been proposed by the state
environmental agency.

“The state must halt the permitting process on these coal plants so we can
best determine the true impacts that these new plants would have not only
on the DFW area, but on ALL the non-attainment or near non-attainment
areas of the state,” Beving added.

Special Note: We would like to thank all the local Sierrans and citizens who came to the meeting
and waited more than seven hours to speak. Your presence was noted by the Senators and others
even though you may not have been able to stay. Thank you.

Texas power companies are leading the nation in shifting to the burning of cheaper coal. Gov. Rick Perry is fast
tracking permits for 16 new coal-burning units—all upwind from the Dallas-Fort Worth area—further affecting our
already smoggy atmosphere. Fortunately, citizens seeking to restrict this assault on our air quality and CO2 levels
have choices to make both as voters and as consumers.
An educational campaign, Texas Electric Choice, run by the Public Utility Commission of Texas, guides
customers in choosing their utility company. Visit www.powertochoose.org, simply enter your zip code and
read the agreement to bring up a list of companies available to you that includes costs per kilowatt-hour, various
plans available, and sources of each company’s energy supply. Environmentally friendly companies, such as those
using wind or solar energy, are noted in a separate column. There are also useful sections detailing consumer rights,
resources, publications, and links to media releases.
With little effort, consumers have the power to exercise their energy options while contributing to better air-quality for all
North Texas residents.
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s Gov. Perry tries to push through the permits for 16 new coal-fired
power plants in Texas, a timely new book explains the economics
and politics driving the resurgence of this fuel and the consequences for
individuals, communities, landscape, air and climate of our continued
reliance on coal.
The book, “Big Coal: The Dirty Secret Behind America’s Energy Future”
by Jeff Goodell, is an excellent piece of current affairs journalism by a
writer unaffiliated with the environmental movement. He writes that “I lost
my innocence” about coal when the New York Times Magazine sent him to
West Virginia in 2001 to write about the surprising comeback of coal. Why,
in the 21st century, are we seeing a resurgence of a 19th century energy
technology?
The book covers the history of the U.S. coal industry; mining and
transportation of coal; the economics and politics driving this resurgence;
the effects of mining and burning coal on individuals, communities, and the
environment; and coal’s role in climate change.
Goodell is a talented storyteller. We’re heard about mountaintop removal
coal mining, but Goodell takes us to a blast site that uses ANFO (ammonium
nitrate/fuel oil), the same explosive that Timothy McVeigh used to blow up
the Oklahoma City Federal Building. We see first-hand why, “as long as
we’re willing to blow the hell out of the place, there is no coal seam, no
matter how remote or how deeply buried it may be, that can’t be mined.”
The human cost of our dependence on coal is profound. Although coal
mining is promoted by politicians as a job creator, the economic benefits
provided by mining jobs are far outweighed by the health, safety and
environmental costs to individuals and communities. Mining communities
around the country are impoverished; underground miners risk their lives
daily working for companies that flout safety regulations; coal miners and
residents of communities near coal-fired plants struggle with respiratory
illness; children suffer adverse neurological effects of consumption of fish
tainted with mercury.
We tend not to think about such unpleasantness when we’re sitting at our
computers, playing with our electronic toys, and running our thermostat
down during a heat wave, but they’re all part of the reality of our society’s
reliance on coal-generated electricity.
So what’s the solution? There’s no technological panacea; a sustainable
energy future will require a shift beyond our culture of consumption.
Goodell writes that four years of investigating this subject have taught
him that “when we talk about energy, what we are really talking about
is how we live and what we value”. This is a central theme of our smallgroup discussion courses using the “Choices for Sustainable Living”
curriculum published by the Northwest Earth Institute (www.nwei.org).
“Sustainability” isn’t just an environmental concept. It requires a cultural
change, a shift in consciousness that provokes us to reconsider our beliefs
about our identity, our role in the world, and what’s necessary and desirable
for a meaningful human existence. The CSL courses offer readings that
provoke discussion about how individuals can make everyday choices
that promote sustainability, and energy is at the core of each choice. We
continue to launch more small-group discussions using this material, with
our seventh 9-week course starting soon in Lewisville. If you’re interested
in learning about new groups as they are launched, or if you want to start
one in your neighborhood, please contact me.
Ann Drumm
Dallas Sierra Club Chair
214-350-6108
ann@dallassierraclub.org
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meet demand”—a situation that would only worsen as our population continues its
dramatic growth.
The researchers also warned that “efforts to conserve and restore biologically
sustainable habitats in each of the ecoregions of Texas remain inadequate.”
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department agreed and issued its own needs assessment,
laying out a 10-year plan to “provide optimal wildlife habitat and quality outdoor
experiences” by creating new 5,000-acre parks within 90 minutes of each of the state’s
major cities (Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, San Antonio, Houston) and the lower Rio
Grande Valley. The department further recommended expanding 14 existing state
parks, including Dinosaur Valley State Park southwest of the Metroplex.

Texas Parks Threatened
By Luke Metzger
From the desert wilderness of Big Bend Ranch to the urban

By the time that the Legislature convenes next year, the department will be halfway
into its 10-year plan. Yet none of the new parks have been created, nor have any parks
been expanded.

forest and lake of Cedar Hill State Park, our parks system helps make Texas special.
Our parks help protect drinking water supplies and wildlife habitat; they provide
countless recreational opportunities and are home to some of the most breathtaking
views in America. They’re also a major economic engine for the state, generating more
than $1 billion in economic activity for local communities.

As the Legislature considers parks funding issues in the 2007 session, it should make
sure not to simply patch the holes in the system. Legislators need to fund an ambitious
park acquisition program that keeps up with the needs of our growing population and
properly protects the many natural areas threatened with development. With land
prices continuing to rise, it is myopic to put off these investments any longer.

Sadly, this great resource has suffered serious neglect in recent years.
Shamefully ranked 49th in the nation in per-capita spending on state parks, the
Legislature has let Texas parks go without even the minimal support needed to
maintain them.

There is widespread public support for creating these new parks. Of Texans polled in
a Texas Tech study, 77 percent supported “more Texas Parks and Wildlife funding to
buy additional land for conservation of natural resources and outdoor recreation.”

According to the Star-Telegram, “while state government increased spending for
services generally by 68 percent between 1990 and 2003—it decreased spending on
parks by 34 percent.”

With an average of 20 acres of working farms, forests and open space lost every hour
in Texas because of development, many of our most unique and vulnerable natural
areas are at risk.

Years of budget cuts have forced the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to lay
off dozens of park rangers, close campgrounds, cut back hours of operation and
even consider selling part of Big Bend Ranch State Park and Eagle Mountain Lake
to private developers to raise additional funds. In July, the TPWD announced that
proposed budget cuts would mean that the agency would have no choice but to close
18 state parks.

Endangered regions such as the blackland prairies (near Austin), gulf coast prairies
(near Houston), South Texas plains (in the lower Rio Grande Valley), the Edwards
plateau (near San Antonio) and Trans-Pecos (near El Paso) are all incredibly valuable
natural areas that require immediate protection.
Texans want a state where there’s abundant parkland, our rivers and streams are
protected, and wildlife has a place to survive and thrive. We and future generations are
counting on the Legislature to make a substantial investment to give Texas the worldclass parks system we deserve.

The public outcry about the state of our parks has created considerable momentum for
increased funding in the next legislative session, which convenes in January. However,
our parks need more than stopgap measures to prevent further closures.

N

In 2001, Texas Tech University researchers found that with only 52 acres of parks
per 1,000 Texans, and far fewer near the state’s major cities (Fort Worth has but
13.6 acres per 1,000), “the current acreage available for outdoor recreation does not

General Calendar
X New Location

Luke Metzger is an advocate with Environment Texas, a citizens’ advocacy organization
based in Austin. www.EnvironmentTexas.org

9/6 • 10/4 First Wednesday. Executive Committee Meeting 6:30 PM at REI 2nd floor meeting
room (I-635 between Welch Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to discuss Club projects, policy and
finances. All members are welcome to attend and participate. Call Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.
9/12 • 10/10 Second Tuesday. Sierra Club General Meeting 7:00–8:30 PM. Come to the Center
for Spiritual Living located at International Place business center, 4801 Spring Valley Rd., Suite 115.
Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for directions. Come early to pick up activity materials and afterwords
join the socializing at Pappa's Pizza.
9/20 • 10/18 Third Wednesday. Outings Committee Meeting 7:00 PM at REI (MAPSCO 14Q) to
discuss schedules and issues. All outings leaders, future outings leaders, and interested Sierrans are
welcome. Call David Van Winkle at 972-562-7174 for more information.
9/27 • 10/25 Fourth Wednesday. Newsletter Party 7:00 PM at the Churchill Recreation Center
at Hillcrest & Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help sort, bundle and label the newsletter. Socializing afterward. Contact Charlotte Forstat 972-248-7581
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Dallas Sierra Club Outings
SEP 9 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE CLEANUP.
Walk and talk while helping to pick up trash and
recyclables at the Sierra Club’s adopted section of White Rock Lake Park. Meet at 8:15 AM
at the Love of the Lake office on the Northeast
corner of Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look
for a crowd of people drinking free juice and
coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie restoration areas, so there are always birds and
wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your karma
will thank you. Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash 214-824-0244(H)
or cnash@dallasisd.org
__________________________________________
SEP 10-15 (SUN-FRI) LATE SUMMER
BACKPACK TRIP FROM TUOLUMNE
MEADOWS TO YOSEMITE VALLEY in
Yosemite National Park. This 6 day backpack
trip includes two layover days in which we will
day hike to an alpine lake and climb one of the
peaks that offer spectacular views of the Sierra
Nevada. While the trip is rated as strenuous,
the daily mileages will be moderate and will
be hiked at a relaxed pace. Black bears are
abundant, and have associated humans with
food. Therefore, precautionary measures will
be taken, including using bear resistant containers for food storage, a requirement of the
National Park Service. The trip is limited to 8
experienced backpackers. For information and
to sign up, contact the leaders.
Leader: Marcos Jorge 972-394-2546(H) or
mjorge@ustgolfshaft.com and
Steve Longley 214-824-1128(H) or
sclongley@sbcglobal.net
__________________________________________

SEP 16 (SAT) BEGINNER BACKPACKING
CLASS. Aimed at beginners, this class is an
ideal way to learn about backpacking. Topics
include: wilderness ethics, outdoor clothing,
boots, backpacks, tents, sleeping bags, cookware, food, and preparing for a trip. Instructors
are experienced Dallas Sierra Club leaders.
There will be time for questions and a handson look at outdoor gear. Lunch of backpacking
food is included. You will also have the opportunity to learn about, and sign up for, several
beginner backpacking trips. The fee is $20 for
Sierra Club members and $30 for non-members
(cash or check) You can sign up to be a Sierra
Club member at the class. No reservations are
necessary, just show up. The class will be held
at REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Farmers Branch, TX
75244 (north side of LBJ between Midway and
Welch). The class will start at 10:30 AM and end
at about 5:00 PM.
Coordinator: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H) or
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

SEP 20 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING. Meet in the upstairs program room
at REI (on north side of LBJ between Midway
and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring your ideas for the
Dallas Sierra Club Outings program. We will be
planning local outings and bus trips. All outings
leaders, future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.

OCT 14 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE CLEANUP.
Walk and talk while helping to pick up trash and
recyclables at the Sierra Club’s adopted section of White Rock Lake Park. Meet at 8:15 AM
at the Love of the Lake office on the Northeast
corner of Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look
for a crowd of people drinking free juice and
coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie restoration areas, so there are always birds and
wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your karma
will thank you. Brunch afterwards.

Contact: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org
__________________________________________

Leader: Carol Nash 214-824-0244(H)
or cnash@dallasisd.org
__________________________________________

SEP 26 (TUE) and SEP 28 (THU) WILDERNESS
NAVIGATION CLASS. Learn the fundamentals
of finding your way in the wilderness in this two
evening class. Among the subjects covered
are: purchasing maps, how to read maps, how
not to get lost, what to do if you do get lost,
GPS, different kinds of compasses, and how
to use your compass. If you have a compass,
bring it to the class. If you don’t have one,
we will show you what to look for when you
purchase one. The class will be held at REI
(second floor program room). REI is at 4515
LBJ Freeway, north side, between Midway and
Welch. This two-night class will start promptly
at 6:30 PM and will finish at about 8:45 PM.
Also included is an optional weekend backpacking trip to the Caney Creek Wilderness in
Arkansas on October 7-8. This trip will give you
an opportunity to practice your new navigation
and map reading skills. The fee for the class is
$15 for Sierra Club members and $20 for nonmembers (cash or check). No reservations are
necessary; just show up. members and $20
for non-members (cash or check). No reservations are necessary; just show up. For more
information:

OCT 18 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING. Meet in the upstairs program room
at REI (on north side of LBJ between Midway
and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring your ideas for the
Dallas Sierra Club Outings program. We will be
planning local outings and bus trips. All outings
leaders, future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org
__________________________________________

OCT 20-22 (FRI-SUN) PADDLING TRIP ON
THE WILD NECHES RIVER. This flat water
canoe/kayak trip provides an opportunity for
solitude while paddling the beautiful Neches
River through the heavily wooded Big Thicket
National Preserve in southeast Texas. The
Neches River is considered by experts to one
of the top 10 flat water rivers in the lower 48
states. The trip starts at 9 am on Friday at
highway 1013 near Spurger and ends 42 miles
downstream at highway 96 near Silsbee. The
exact section paddled could change depending
on river flow.

Contact: Arthur Kuehne 214-902-9260(H)
or arthur@akuehne.com and
Bill Greer 972-964-1781(H) or
wbgreer@verizon.net
__________________________________________

Leaders: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H) or
arthur@dallassierraclub.org and
David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H) or
davidvw@sbcglobal.net
__________________________________________

OCT
7-8
(SAT-SUN)
WILDERNESS
NAVIGATION FIELD TRIP CANEY CREEK. If
you completed the Wilderness Navigation Class
in September, or you took the navigation class
a year or two ago, or you just want to refresh
your wilderness navigation skills, this trip is for
you. We will hike the Buckeye Mountain Trail
and do some off-trail route finding in the Caney
Creek Wilderness in Arkansas. We will only hike
about 8 or 9 miles so we will have plenty of time
to practice our navigation skills. Note that this
is not a beginner trip. Participants should have
some backpacking experience.

OCT 21-22 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER BACKPACK
AT MCGEE CREEK IN OKLAHOMA. This is a
great trip for beginners - easy hiking, nice scenery, and close to Dallas. The area is designated
as a natural scenic recreation area and has
thick woods, scenic bluffs, and interesting trails
going down to the lake. There will be a short
backpack into camp, then plenty of opportunities for day hiking or just hanging out. The trip
will start late Saturday morning, so you can stay
home Friday night if you prefer.

Leaders: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H) or
arthur@akuehne.com
and Bill Greer 972-964-1781(H) or
wbgreer@verizon.net

Leader: Mike Rawlins 972-783-0962(H)
or mike@dallassierraclub.org

Notice: To receive this outings list monthly via e-mail, send message to: outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
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NOV 10-12 (FRI-SUN) CAR CAMP AND ROCK
SCRAMBLING AT WICHITA MOUNTAINS
IN SW OKLAHOMA. The Wichita Mountains
Wildlife Refuge in SW Oklahoma is a treasure
of interesting hikes, pioneer history, unusual
rock formations, and wildlife in natural habitat.
We’ll have moderate hikes on Saturday and
Sunday. For those interested in more strenuous non-technical rock scrambling, there may
be an optional trip through the famous “Rock
Rooms”. We’re reserving a group camp site for
Friday and Saturday nights, and optionally will
go into Medicine Park for supper on Saturday.
Leaders: Mike Rawlins 972-783-0962(H)
or mike@dallassierraclub.org and
Bill Greer 972-964-1781(H) or
wbgreer@verizon.net
__________________________________________

NOV 22-27 (WED-MON) THANKSGIVING
BUS TRIP TO BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK.
This Thanksgiving weekend trip to Big Bend
includes five trip options. Included in the five
options will be the wild Rancherias Trail in
the Big Bend Ranch State Natural Area . If
you’ve never been, you owe it to yourself to
discover this unique part of Texas. Within the
National Park, trips within the Chisos Basin are
always popular for their unique mountain beauty. Desert trips will include the Outer Mountain
Loop and Mesa de Aguilla.
Contact: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members and nonmembers. Some trips may require special qualifications and
capabilities. The leaders of each outing / trip are serving in a
volunteer capacity and assume no responsibility above that of trip
organizer. If you have a medical problem, it is your responsibility
to inform the leader before the outing / trip. Outing / Trip leaders
are encouraged to participate in training and classes to increase
their skills, but they are not paid professionals. They will assist
you within their limitations. It is the responsibility of the participant to be aware of any personal limitations before going on an
outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings. Pets are
not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at
the trail head or outing start point. Leaders cannot assign carpools,
but may help coordinate ride sharing for energy conservation and
to promote fellowship. All non-commercial transportation is the
responsibility of the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary,
but the costs are shared. The usual method of sharing transportation cost is for all riders in the car, including the driver, to divide
the cost of transportation equally. The recommended method of
computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by $0.13 a mile
for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and $0.19 for vans. Before
leaving, be sure this or some other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate in an outing
contact the leader, who will decide if the trip you are interested in
is suitable for you based on your capabilities and the demands of
the trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people allowed
on a given outing / trip. Reservations are necessary for outings
unless otherwise noted. If you must cancel, inform the leader as
soon as possible so that someone else can go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who has volunteered
his / her free time to allow you to go on the trip of your choice.
If you have any questions, or if you are interested in becoming a
leader, contact either the Outings Chair or the appropriate Outings
Committee Coordinator on the newsletter back page.

Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST on the subject line.
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Outings Corner

By Beth Johnson and Arthur Kuehne
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ack in April, the Outings Corner featured an article titled “Why Tote It When
You Can Float It?” that extolled canoeing and kayaking and overnight/multi-day
trips. The Dallas Sierra Club even sponsored some canoe and kayak classes to
help you get you started. Once people start canoeing, they often start asking which rivers
are best for extended trips.

Below is a list of the some of the best streams in the Lower 48 that are suitable for multiday trips. Each can be paddled in about a week; most have several put-in and take-out
points to vary your trip length. They are all considered flat-water rivers, which means
you won’t find many rapids of concern. Most are suitable for beginners, meaning you
already know how to control your boat in moving water and are ready to put your skills
into practice.

Sabine River in Texas—The Sabine River, on the border between

Texas and Louisiana, is the river to canoe if you want solitude and beautiful white sand
beaches. Lined with cypress, willow, sweetgum, and other bottomland hardwoods, the
Sabine is the epitome of a southern coastal river. The best canoeing is downstream of
Toledo Bend Reservoir, where you can canoe up to 120 miles, before you get down to
the Gulf of Mexico.

Buffalo River in Arkansas—Extraordinary limestone bluffs
at just about every bend put the Buffalo on just about everyone’s top-ten list. The river
corridor is protected by the National Park Service as the Buffalo National River, the first
such designation in the Nation. Plentiful gravel bars make wonderful campsites, and
bald eagles head a long list of wildlife living along the river. And best of all, it’s not that far
from Dallas. The upper section, from Ponca to Pruitt, is rain-dependent, with significant
whitewater, and is best done in boats not laden with overnight camping gear.

souri credit: Bill Greer
The Current River in Mis

Green River in Utah—As you canoe the 120 miles from Green River,
UT to the confluence with the Colorado River, you will experience what many describe
as the most spectacular canoe/camping trip in the Lower 48. The trip starts in wide
open country but soon winds into Labyrinth and Stillwater canyons and Canyonlands
National Park. If you like the magnificent scenery of southern Utah, this canoe trip is a
must. Be sure to allow plenty of time to hike and explore the many side canyons along
the river.

Current River in Missouri—Huge natural springs, caves (one
you can even canoe into), and beautiful cool, clear water make the Current River a
favorite destination for canoeists everywhere. Flowing through a corridor protected by
the National Park Service as part of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, the Current
offers numerous outfitters who will rent and shuttle canoes, plenty of access points, and
plenty of places to camp. You can do anything from an easy day trip to a trip of over 70
miles. You can also continue on down the Current River below the federally designated
section for an additional 100 miles.

Upper Missouri River in Montana—Can you imagine
camping where Lewis and Clark camped and reading from their journals as you see what
they saw 200 years ago? With a mixture of spectacular badlands, big open country, and
the history of early explorers, this river has become one of the most popular canoeing
destinations in the west. The 149-mile segment from Fort Benton, MT to highway 191
is officially designated as the Upper Missouri Wild & Scenic River and administered by
the Bureau of Land Management.

Suwannee River in Florida—If you want to canoe the best river

in the southeast United States, look no further than the Suwannee. Experiencing mirrorlike “blackwater”, towering bald cypress trees graced with Spanish moss, a narrow valley
flowing through classic Southern bottomland hardwood forest, fern-draped limestone
ledges, clear springs and alligators, you’ll find the mysterious Suwannee a truly unique
canoeing experience. The best section to float is the 84 miles from Fargo to Suwannee
River State Park. If water levels permit, you can start higher up for a longer trip. Be sure
to bring the sheet music for “Old Folks at Home”, the state song of Florida. You’ll want
to sing it around the camp candle lantern.

If you would like to learn more about these rivers, and many more rivers suitable for
canoe/camping vacations, please visit www.canoe-camping.org. This award-winning
web site was created and is maintained by Mark McClain, former Chair of the Dallas
Sierra Club. Mark has been organizing and leading Sierra Club and private canoe trips
for over 20 years.

Announcements

Attention City of Dallas Residents
Register now for a recycling roll cart!
The City of Dallas is taking registration from homeowners
who want a free roll cart to use for recycling. These roll carts will
replace the blue bags and will make recycling even more convenient.
They will only be delivered to homeowners who request one, so sign up
now to make sure you receive one this fall. Learn more and register on the city’s
website: http://www.dallascityhall.com/html/recycling.html

New Sustainability Discussion Group in Lewisville
Meetings start Wednesday, September 20, Space Limited.
The Dallas Sierra Club is launching its seventh discussion course using materials
published by Northwest Earth Institute (http://www.nwei.org). This time it’s the popular
“Choices for Sustainable Living” course. We’ll meet in the private room at the IHOP at
2345 S. Stemmons Frwy near Vista Ridge Mall. Meetings will start September 20 and go
through November 15. Come at 7 p.m. to order food; discussion is 7:15 to 8:30. Space is
limited to 12 participants. Cost is $18 for the book, advance registration required. For more
information or to register contact Amy Wyles, AWyles@EssilorUSA.com or 972-906-8875.
Download course flyer at http://www.nwei.org/pages/sustainable2.html.

Our "Cool Cities" Campaign needs volunteers
Help us identify speaking opportunities.
We’re building a list of organizations that will allow us to make presentations about
recycling, energy efficiency, air quality and natural landscaping. Our targets are adult
Sunday School classes, PTAs, business groups, homeowners associations and other civic
groups. The research for this list is assigned to volunteers by zip code. Tell us what zip
code you want to research and we’ll give you instructions. This job requires some minimal
daytime phoning. Email Ann Drumm at ann@dallassierraclub.org or call 214-350-6108.

Al Gore brings his slide show to Dallas
Saturday, September 30 at Nokia Theater.

See Al Gore present ‘’An Inconvenient Truth,’’ his multimedia presentation
about global warming, in person at Grand Prairie’s Nokia Theater on Saturday,
Sept. 30. Ticket sales are through Ticketmaster at www.ticketmaster.com.
The Compass
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SEPTEMBER Program:

Great News!

The Next
Industrial Revolution
A Film By Renowned Green Building Architect, William McDonough

A

s global warming continues heat up planet Earth, it is becoming apparent to more
and more people that we simply cannot continue to maintain the status quo when
it comes to almost every aspect of what we have come to consider our normal daily
living. From the way we produce our energy, to the way we transport goods and people, to
the way grow our food, to the way we operate our businesses, to the way we construct our
commercial and residential buildings—in almost every aspect of our lives in developed
countries, it is becoming increasingly clear that we must make some fundamental, and
possibly even some radical shifts towards sustainability, in order to provide a healthy
and livable planet for generations to come. But what changes are necessary and how do
we individually and collectively make that shift towards sustainability? We will provide
some answers for you at our September meeting of the Dallas Sierra Club.

Mike Williams, REI Special Events/Outreach Specialist and Todd Callaway, REI Dallas store manager, Liz Wheelan, Dallas ICO
Chair and Regional ICO Rep, Kathy Emerson, Dallas ICO Treasurer. Photo credit: David McCalib

Come join us for a viewing of the film The Next Industrial Revolution by world-renowned
green architect William McDonough and chemist Michael Braungart, narrated by Susan
Sarandon. Produced by Earthome Productions to communicate the work and vision
of McDonough and Braungart, two leaders in a growing movement to transform the
relationship between commerce and nature.

Dallas Inner City
Outings Awarded REI Grant

McDonough and Braungart work with corporations with over half a trillion dollars
in annual sales; companies like Ford and Nike, to redesign buildings, processes, and
products to work according to nature’s rules.

T

hose of you who had the misfortune of not being able to attend the August
monthly Sierra Club meeting not only missed wonderful programs, but
also one of the most exciting announcements we’ve had in a long time. Each
year the employees of our REI store get to nominate a local community organization
to be invited to apply for their recreation grant. Not only was Dallas ICO, the Club’
community outreach program, this year’s lucky nominee, but we also were awarded
the maximum grant of $5,000! Todd Callaway, Dallas store manager, and Mike
Williams, REI Special Events/Outreach Specialist, attended the meeting to make
the announcement and check presentation. As requested in the grant application,
our ICO group received just over $4,000 of this grant in cash to help pay for
transportation, park fees, food and other outing costs. The remaining balance went
toward a new tent and much needed sleeping bag liners that can also be used as
lightweight sleeping bags in our Texas climate.

“When we follow nature’s rules, growth is good,” says Bill McDonough. “The question
before us is not growth versus no growth, it is: What would good growth look like? And
this is a question of intent, of design. What if we grow health instead of sickness, home
ownership instead of indigence, education instead of ignorance?”
Using the stories of five projects that represent a revolutionary change in the direction of
the human economy, The Next Industrial Revolution inspires people to:

•
•
•

Reconsider their current efforts for the environment,
Reinvent their businesses and institutions to work with nature,
Redefine themselves as consumers, producers, and citizens to promote a new
sustainable relationship with the Earth.

ICO volunteers work hard to plan and carry out our outings and each ICO group
is responsible for raising all funds needed for it’s program. Having these REI
grant funds gives us the tremendous opportunity to spend the upcoming months
concentrating on outings and strengthening our program instead of spending
volunteer time on fund-raising. The dollars of this grant can be measured but not
the smiles and unforgettable experiences ICO participants will carry with them
throughout their lives. We are grateful beyond words to REI for this award.

First place winner of the Earthvision 2003 Environmental Film and Video Festival and
winner of the prestigious Chris Statuette award, this is a film that offers some concrete
solutions to our most pressing environmental problems. So please join us in September
for a viewing of this transformational film. Bring your friends too!
For more information on architect William McDonough or this film, check out these
websites: www.mcdonough.com and www.thenextindustrialrevolution.org.

Nationally there are 50 Inner City Outings programs, each providing wilderness
experiences to disadvantaged youth in their area. Through ICO, kids ages 6-17
are given the opportunity to explore woods and streams and see stars at night,
something they don’t get growing up surrounded by the cement and noise of the
inner city. ICO outings teach youth how to have fun in the wilderness, along with
learning to appreciate and respect nature and our environment so as adults they’ll
be better stewards of our resources in the future.

Yo u n g S i e r r a n s C o r n e r
Are you an under-45 environmentalist interested in meeting like-minded
people? Put your name on the Young Sierrans list for notices about upcoming events.
Four times a year we’ll host fun events that will open your eyes to new happenings
in the environmental community. Contact Anna Clark (anna@dallassierraclub.org)
to add your name to our list, or sign up on-line.

There are many plans in the works for our ICO program including a fall kickoff
dinner for those wanting to find out more about the program and a volunteer
orientation for those wanting to participate on outings. All volunteers must be
over 18 years of age. If you’d like more information about Dallas ICO please go to
www.dallassierraclub.org and click on ICO. Sign up your email address on the ICO
listserve so we can send you announcements and notify you of upcoming meetings
and events. If you have any questions or ideas for the group, please contact Liz
Wheelan at liz@dallassierraclub.org or 214.368.2306.

Our next event will be in September. We’re going to check out some exciting
examples of cool urban development that’s also cool for the climate. Join us for a
tour of the new Jack Evans Police Headquarters, which earned silver-level LEEDcertification by the U.S. Green Building Council. Afterwards, we’ll have lunch at
the Urban Market, one of Dallas’ trendy new “smart-growth” eateries. Details to be
announced in September’s online newsletter and on the Dallas Sierra Club web site
at dallassierraclub.org.
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When Buying Groceries:
Tom Thumb
Sign up for Reward Card
and designate proceeds to #3941

Kroger
Obtain card (available at meeting)
and scan when purchasing

Wendell A. Withrow
Attorney at Law
Board Certified
Civil Trial Law
&
Personal Injury Trial Lawyer
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

972.416.2500
fax 972.417.0685
1120 Metrocrest, Suite 200
Carrollton, TX 75006
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