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You won’t want to miss our Labor Day Bus Trip to the Weminuche Wilderness
in Colorado. This is one of our MOST popular outings. For more information
see our outings list on page 4.

Weminuche Wilderness • Photo by Arthur Kuehne

Weminuche Wilderness

w w w

d a l l a s s i e r r a c l u b

e
r
o
l
Exp

THE COMPASS

Dallas Sierra Club

J u l y

A u g u s t

2 0 0 6

o r g

S

N
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Bryan Carpenter - Vice Chair
Richard Schramm - Membership Co-Chair
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Shirley Holland
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Protesters at the ExxonMobil shareholders meeting on 5/31/06. Photos by Molly Rooke

M

any Sierrans, and other concerned citizens,
attracted wide media coverage, exposing
ExxonMobil’s harmful practices and policies
and demanding change of them at their May 31,
2006 shareholder meeting in Dallas. Every major
television station from CNN to all the locals, as
well radio and newspapers, covered the meeting and
the protests outside of it. You can see more press
articles and information at www.exxposeexxon.com
and photos at www.exxposeexxon.com/protestphotos.html.
It was exciting to see around 100 volunteers outside
the meeting at 8 a.m. rallying for a better future and
their families, holding signs and wearing “oil” barrels
hand painted with “Exxpose Exxon”, “pumping oil
addiction”, “pumping extinction”, “bankrupting our
future”, “pumping lies” and “pumping junk science”.
An ice sculpture of Exxon melted in the hot sun
in front of them, a reference to global warming
and ExxonMobil’s role as the world’s largest oil
company contributing to much of it, funding global
warming “skeptics” and elected officials to confuse
and delay action. There were also huge banners,
including one saying “ExxonMobil: Keeping Us
Addicted To Oil”.
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“ExxonMobil is pumping lies as well as our wallets
and the American public is fed up,” said Shawnee
Hoover, campaign director of the Exxpose Exxon
campaign, a national coalition of some of the
nation’s largest environmental and public advocacy
organizations, including the Sierra Club. “The
word is out that ExxonMobil has waged a multimillion dollar campaign to deceive the public and
policy makers about global warming and to prevent
this country from making real progress in adopting
innovative energy solutions. The technology is
there to bring down consumer energy costs, create
employment, and reduce global warming pollution,
but ExxonMobil refuses to participate.”
With gas prices soaring, and ExxonMobil making
record profits and handing out record CEO
payouts, ExxonMobil has yet to offer corporate
changes that would help end U.S. oil addiction. The
Exxpose Exxon coalition encouraged shareholders
to use the annual meeting to steer the company in
the right direction. Shareholders, including me,
also spoke inside the meeting for shareholder
propositions to improve policies and practices
affecting the environment, corporate responsibility
and accountability.
1
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“Having a reputation as America’s least responsible
corporate citizen is not good for ExxonMobil,”
says Athan Manual, Arctic Wilderness and
Preservation Director for the U.S. Public Interest
Research Group.
“It’s only a matter of time before investors and
decision makers act in response to the discontent
felt by consumers.”
“Since the ExxposeExxon campaign was launched
last July, close to half a million people have joined
in our movement to pressure the company to stop
using its profits and power to keep the nation
addicted to oil,” said Hoover. “We are sending a
message both to ExxonMobil and to Congress
that we won’t stand for more policies that fuel
our nation’s oil addiction and pad ExxonMobil’s
pockets with profits.”
I would like to thank all of the volunteers who made
this a success, working on the signs and barrels and
who took time out of their busy work morning to
speak out for a healthy, secure future.
TAKE ACTION NOW at www.exxposeexxon.
com to send a letter to Congress.

July/August 2006

The Compass

Letter from the Chair

July/August 2006
Volume 104, Issue 0706
The Compass is published nine times per year
by the Dallas Regional Group of the Sierra.
Members of the Dallas Group support The
Compass and receive the publication as of their
membership dues.
Opt Out: You can download and view The Compass
at any time from our web site at www.dallassierraclub.org. Just click on the ‘Compass Online’ link.
If you don't want to receive The Compass by mail,
you can opt out at the above web site location or
by sending an e-mail to cancelcompass@dallassierraclub.org. Include your name and member
number. Or send your name and member number
on a post card to Cancel Compass, Dallas Sierra
Club, P.O. Box 800365, Dallas TX 75380-0365
Subscriptions: The Compass is available to
non-members by subscription for $12 per year.
To subscribe, send a check made payable to
“Dallas Sierra Club” to:
Newsletter Subscriptions:
Dallas Sierra Club
P.O. Box 800365
Dallas TX 75380-0365
Address Changes: To change your address, send
your name, old and new addresses and member
number to:
Sierra Club Member Services
PO Box 52968
Boulder, Colorado 80322-2968
or e-mail the information to:
address.changes@sierraclub.org
Submissions: Article and photograph submissions are always welcome. Please send submissions by the deadlines given in the General
Calendar. Send submissions to the newsletter
editor at the e-mail address and phone number
listed on the back fold.
© 2006 Dallas Sierra Club

Helping Cities Address

GLOBAL WARMING

I

n the absence of federal leadership, local governments are taking the
lead in addressing global warming by improving energy efficiency. The
Sierra Club is helping that effort with its Cool Cities campaign, and we’re
doing our part in Dallas.
In March, 2005, after the Kyoto Protocol took effect without the participation of the U.S., Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels led a group of the nation’s
mayors in establishing the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.
As of June 9, 2006, 243 mayors, including Dallas Mayor Laura Miller,
had signed the agreement, committing their cities to take action to reduce
their emissions of greenhouse gases.
The national Sierra Club’s Cool Cities campaign was launched in 2005 to
encourage more cities to join the Mayors Agreement and to support city
initiatives to reduce emissions of global warming gases through energy
efficiency. The Club is advocating three policies:
1. Efficient transportation fleets: Cities should require new purchases
for municipal auto fleets to be energy-efficient models.
2. Efficient buildings: New construction of city-owned buildings should
be up to high efficiency standards, such as the US Green Building
Council’s LEED standard. Existing buildings should be retrofitted
to improve energy efficiency. Municipal commercial and residential
building codes should be revised to require greater energy efficiency.
3. Clean electricity: Cities should purchase electricity from the cleanest
sources available and generate electricity from renewable sources.
The Dallas Group is building a Cool Cities advocacy team to bring this
campaign to Dallas and surrounding cities. Our volunteers will focus on
several areas:
1. Lobbying officials of cities that have not yet signed on to the Mayors
agreement.
2. Providing support for city staffs to carry out initiatives to achieve
their goals.
3. Carrying out public education to raise awareness and support for the
cities’ initiatives and to educate individuals about the energy-efficient
choices they can make.
Our campaign will provide a range of opportunities for volunteers with
widely varying expertise, skills, interests and time availability. If you want
to participate, we will find the job that suits you.
Our campaign will need public speaking opportunities at churches,
schools, and community organizations. If you know of someplace we can
send a volunteer to speak—an adult Sunday School class, a PTA meeting,
a homeowners’ association meeting—please let us know.

Western Tiger Swallowtail feeding
a Musk Thistle flower. Musk Thistle
is an introduced species.
Photo by Arthur Kuehne
Bandelier National Monument

Think globally, act locally. That’s what we’re doing in the Dallas
Sierra Club.
Ann Drumm
Dallas Sierra Club Chair
214-350-6108
ann@dallassierraclub.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
The Cool Cities web site is at:
www.coolcities.us
The home of the US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement is at:
www.ci.seattle.wa.us/mayor/climate
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Learn more about the Grand
Tetons National ParK August Program
on Page 6
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The world has used half
its reserves and is headed
for shortages
The Texas oil industry knows all about peak oil,
because we’ve already gone through it.
In 1972, Texas was king of the oil world. We had
increased our oil production by 40 percent during
the previous 10 years at relatively low prices. Texas
producers were poised for surging production as
oil prices exploded and rose tenfold by 1980. The
state underwent its biggest drilling boom in history.
The number of producing wells jumped 14 percent
by 1982. The industry consensus was that oil
production would increase dramatically. To general
astonishment, it fell instead, despite dramatically
higher prices, frantic drilling and improving
technology. By 1982, production had dropped to
almost exactly what it had been in 1962.
Not everyone was surprised, however. In 1956,
M. King Hubbert, an oil geologist and nativeborn Texan working for Shell Oil, got up before
a meeting of the American Petroleum Institute in
San Antonio and made a startling statement. He
predicted that Texas and lower 48 oil production
would peak and start irreversible declines between
1965 and 1971. He also predicted that world oil
production would peak and then decline within 50
years, by 2006.
Dr. Hubbert used complex mathematics to predict
recoverable oil reserves, but his resulting model was
quite simple: Fields, regions and, ultimately, the
world tend to peak and enter irreversible declines
when they have produced about half of their
recoverable reserves. The underlying cause is that
the largest reserves are found first because they’re
big and easy. The average size of discoveries shrinks
over time, so one looks harder for smaller fields, as
has happened in Texas.
The lower 48 peaked in 1970. Texas peaked in
1972. Alaskan oil production slowed the U.S. oil
decline, but U.S. oil production never equaled
its 1970 peak. Today, Prudhoe Bay, the largest
American oil field, is now at about one-fifth of its
peak production and declining rapidly.
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Did we stop finding oil in Texas in 1973? No.
However, it is impossible to replace old, very large
oil fields, like the East Texas Field, with a collection
of the much smaller fields we’ve been finding in
Texas since 1972. Today, lower 48 oil production
is at about half of its 1970 output, and Texas oil
production is at about one-fourth of its 1972
rate. Dr. Kenneth Deffeyes, a former associate
of Dr. Hubbert’s, recently published a simplified
method of predicting the total amount of oil that
can be produced from a region. This method is
commonly called “Hubbert linearization,” or HL.
HL uses two known factors—annual production
and cumulative production to date—to estimate
total recoverable reserves.
How reliable is the HL formula as a predictor? It
shows us that the lower 48 peaked when it was 52
percent depleted. Texas’ peak did not show up until
our oil reserves were 57 percent depleted—but I
suspect that can be explained by Texas Railroad
Commission regulation, which kept production
equal to demand—that is, below the maximum
efficient rate.
Another example is the North Sea oil fields,
where production has been falling steadily since
peaking in 1999 at 52 percent of total recoverable
reserves. North Sea oil production is now about
one-fourth below its peak. The HL formula would
have foreseen this, but the 10 major oil companies
working the North Sea fields did not.
Using the best engineers and technology available,
they predicted just before what we now know was
the peak in 1999 that North Sea production would
peak around 2010. They were badly mistaken, but
many of these same companies are now saying that
world peak oil production is decades away.
The HL model says Saudi Arabia is 58 percent
depleted and the world is 48 percent depleted. This
is close to where Texas and the lower 48 peaked
and started irreversible declines in production.
Based on the HL method and historical models,
I believe Saudi Arabia and the world are now on
the verge of irreversible declines in conventional
oil production. Two legendary Texas billionaires,
3

Boone Pickens and Richard Rainwater—who share
a remarkable ability to profitably predict future
trends—have looked at exactly the same regional
and world data plots that I have looked at, and they
have reached exactly the same conclusion: that the
world has used about half of its conventional crude
oil reserves. Both Mr. Pickens and Mr. Rainwater
have tried to warn us about the challenges we
will face as a result of declining conventional oil
production. What about unconventional sources
of oil? Unconventional reserves are large but can be
produced only slowly because of high capital and
energy costs per barrel of production. In recent
years, new tar sands production has balanced
declines in conventional Canadian oil production,
with no net increase for exports.
There will be massive efforts with unconventional
oil, such as the tar and heavy oil deposits in
Venezuela. However, I predict that unconventional
sources of oil will only slow—and not reverse—the
decline in total world production because of the
time and energy needed to expand production of
these “oils.”
Without question, we have to greatly reduce
our energy consumption to account for this new
reality. What can we do? I have seen two sensible
proposals.
The first is that we fund Social Security and
Medicare with a tax on energy consumption,
especially at the gas pump, offset by reducing or
eliminating highly regressive payroll taxes. Doing
this would unleash enormous free-market forces
against profligate energy use.
The second proposal is that we electrify our freight
railroads and encourage freight to go by rail instead
of truck with any of a variety of economic incentives
while building electric urban rail systems, such as
DART, at a rate much faster than today’s pace.
Incidentally, both strategies also will find favor
with those concerned about global warming.
Jeffrey J. Brown is an independent petroleum
geologist in the Dallas area. His e-mail address
is westexas@aol.com.Bart Anderso
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JUL 8 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE CLEANUP.
Walk and talk while helping to pick up trash and
recyclables at the Sierra Club’s adopted section of White Rock Lake Park. Meet at 8:15 AM
at the Love of the Lake office on the Northeast
corner of Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look
for a crowd of people drinking free juice and coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our area
includes one of the wonderful prairie restoration
areas, so there are always birds and wildflowers
to enjoy. The lake and your karma will thank you.
Brunch afterwards.

9,000 feet of elevation change plus side trips.
Only advanced, experienced backpackers will be
considered due to the length and potential hazards. Safety rules to avoid grizzly bear problems
will be strictly followed. Total group size will be
limited due to campsite availability. The permit
will be obtained in late April, so the dates are
still tentative.
Leaders: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org
and Rita Beving 214-373-3808(W)
or antiquerita@aol.com
___________________________________________

Leader: Carol Nash 214-824-0244(H)
or cnash@dallasisd.org
___________________________________________

Photos by Kent Trulsson, Arthur Kuehne, Ken Woolley,
and Laura Kimberly

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members and
non-members. Some trips may require special qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each outing /
trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and assume no
responsibility above that of trip organizer. If you have
a medical problem, it is your responsibility to inform
the leader before the outing / trip. Outing / Trip leaders
are encouraged to participate in training and classes to
increase their skills, but they are not paid professionals. They will assist you within their limitations. It is
the responsibility of the participant to be aware of any
personal limitations before going on an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings.
Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or outing start point.
Leaders cannot assign carpools, but may help coordinate
ride sharing for energy conservation and to promote fellowship. All non-commercial transportation is the responsibility of the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary,
but the costs are shared. The usual method of sharing
transportation cost is for all riders in the car, including
the driver, to divide the cost of transportation equally. The
recommended method of computing cost is to multiply
round trip mileage by $0.13 a mile for small cars, $0.16
for large cars and $0.19 for vans. Before leaving, be
sure this or some other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate in an
outing contact the leader, who will decide if the trip you
are interested in is suitable for you based on your capabilities and the demands of the trip. There is usually a limit
to the number of people allowed on a given outing / trip.
Reservations are necessary for outings unless otherwise
noted. If you must cancel, inform the leader as soon as
possible so that someone else can go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who has
volunteered his / her free time to allow you to go on
the trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if
you are interested in becoming a leader, contact either
the Outings Chair or the appropriate Outings Committee
Coordinator on the newsletter back page.

Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:
outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.
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AUG 4 (FRI) DEADLINE. for submission of
outings to be listed in the Outings List and
September Compass.

JUL 15-16 (SAT-SUN) SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL
BASTILLE DAY CANOE TRIP. Celebrate this
French national holiday marking the beginning of
the French revolution with our annual canoe trip
on the Red River. This year we are moving the
Bastille Day Canoe trip from the Red River above
Lake Texoma to a section of the Red River below
the lake. We will put in on the Kiamichi River at
OK Hwy. 109 and paddle about 4 miles down to
the Red River. Then we’ll paddle about 13 miles
on the Red and take out Sunday at Hwy 37. We
will spend plenty of time swimming and relaxing
before camping on a large sandbar Saturday
evening. Sunday we’ll canoe on down to the
takeout with a few swim stops on the way. Some
canoeing experience is required and you must
furnish your own canoe and camping equipment.
Also, you must bring something French, or you
will be guillotined at dawn.

Contact: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org
___________________________________________
AUG 12 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE CLEANUP.
Walk and talk while helping to pick up trash and
recyclables at the Sierra Club’s adopted section of White Rock Lake Park. Meet at 8:15 AM
at the Love of the Lake office on the Northeast
corner of Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look
for a crowd of people drinking free juice and coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our area
includes one of the wonderful prairie restoration
areas, so there are always birds and wildflowers
to enjoy. The lake and your karma will thank you.
Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash 214-824-0244(H)
or cnash@dallasisd.org
___________________________________________

Leader: Arthur Kuehne 214-902-9260(H) or
arthur@akuehne.com
___________________________________________

AUG 16 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING. Meet in the upstairs program room
at REI (on north side of LBJ between Midway
and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring your ideas for the
Dallas Sierra Club Outings program. We will be
planning local outings and bus trips. All outings
leaders, future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.

JUL 15-22 (SAT-SAT) YOSEMITE NATIONAL
PARK AND SIERRAS BACKPACKING. Four
day backpack trip and one-day sightseeing trip.
High altitudes including 11,000 ft passes. Meet
in Fresno, California. Contact leader for more
information.
Leader: Don Purinton 972-985-1774(H)
or dpurinton@comcast.net
___________________________________________

Contact: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org
___________________________________________

JUL 19 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING. Meet in the upstairs program room
at REI (on north side of LBJ between Midway
and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring your ideas for the

AUG 19-26 (SAT-SAT) BACKPACKING IN THE
WIND RIVER MOUNTAINS, WYOMING This
8-day backpack will visit the famous Cirque Of
The Towers. We’ll take two days to hike in from
Big Sandy trailhead via Jackass Pass. We’ll
spend 4 days in the Cirque enjoying some of
the many non-technical climbs and dayhikes
in the area. The remaining two days will get us
back to Big Sandy. If it should become available
we’ll use the Dickinson Park trailhead instead.
While the mileage goals each day are modest,
due to the length and nature of the trip it is rated
strenuous and must be restricted to those with
recent experience on Sierra Club trips to the high
mountains of at least 3 days duration.

Dallas Sierra Club Outings program. We will be
planning local outings and bus trips. All outings
leaders, future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org
___________________________________________
JUL 30-AUG 5 (SUN-SAT) GLACIER NATIONAL
PARK BACKPACK TRIP. This strenuous backpacking trip will begin at Bowman Lake trailhead, progress through Brown Pass, then on
to Goat Haunt. We will then proceed south on
the Highline Trail to Logan Pass. We will move
camp every night for a total of 58 miles and

AUG 31-SEP 5 (THU-TUE) LABOR DAY BUS
TRIP TO THE WEMINUCHE WILDERNESS
IN COLORADO. Escape the Texas heat this
Labor Day weekend and join us for our trip to
the cool Colorado mountains of the Weminuche
Wilderness. This trip has mountains, lakes,
streams, and valleys. Trips will range from a
short backpack with day hikes to strenuous long
hikes. The Weminuche Wilderness offers a great
diversity and all the miles you want to hike. It is a
hidden jewel and one of our most popular trips.
Contact: Bill Beach 214-662-3224(C)
or bill@billbeachhomes.com
___________________________________________
SEP 10-15 (SUN-FRI) LATE SUMMER
BACKPACK TRIP FROM TUOLUMNE
MEADOWS TO Yosemite Valley in Yosemite
National Park. This 6-day backpack trip includes
two layover days in which we will day hike to
an alpine lake and climb one of the peaks that
offer spectacular views of the Sierra Nevada.
While the trip is rated as strenuous, the daily
mileages will be moderate and will be hiked at
a relaxed pace. Black bears are abundant, and
have associated humans with food. Therefore,
precautionary measures will be taken, including
using bear resistant containers for food storage,
a requirement of the National Park Service. The
trip is limited to 8 experienced backpackers. For
information and to sign up, contact the leaders.
Leaders: Marcos Jorge 972-394-2546(H)
or mjorge@ustgolfshaft.com
and Steve Longley 214-824-1128(H)
or sclongley@sbcglobal.net
___________________________________________
NOV 22-27 (WED-MON) THANKSGIVING BUS
TRIP TO BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK. Thai
plant-based buffet at Thai Jasmine, 3104 This
Thanksgiving weekend trip to Big Bend includes
five trip options. Included in the five options
will be the wild Rancherias Trail in the Big Bend
Ranch State Natural Area. If you’ve never been,
you owe it to yourself to discover this unique part
of Texas. Within the National Park, trips within
the Chisos Basin are always popular for their
unique mountain beauty. Desert trips will include
the Outer Mountain Loop and Mesa de Aguilla.
Contact: David Van Winkle 972-562-7174(H)
or davidvw@dallassierraclub.org
___________________________________________
Sunday was our dayhike day. We had to cross Capulin Creek
several times. All of the crossings were easy.

Leader: Bill Greer 972-964-1781(H)
or wbgreer@verizon.net
___________________________________________
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Outings Corner

By Laura Kimberly

Safety & Security

Know your abilities
and limits.

Backcountry
Is backpacking safe for me?
That’s a question beginning backpackers often express,
especially single women.

Your physical abilities and stamina
are just as important to a safe and
successful trip as backpacking skills. Assess
the full breadth of your skills and abilities—don’t go
on trips that surpass them; you will jeopardize your safety
and the safety of those in your group. Graduate from beginner, to
easy, to moderate, to strenuous trips as your capabilities increase.

In general backpacking is safe for both genders and the practices, precautions, and
preparations for staying safe apply to both women and men.

Stay found.

The Dallas Group leaders will not pair a man and woman for ride, bunk, or tent
sharing on any trip. We will provide trip participants with names of others on the hike
and leave it to you to work out sharing arrangements if you prefer. On bus trips, the
only outing where seats and bunks are assigned, leaders will not pair a woman with a
man unless both request to be seated together.

To avoid getting lost in the first place, read and understand the route map before
leaving the trailhead. Wait at trail junctions until your full group is present to
set off in the correct direction. Keep others within sight. If you find yourself
lost, STOP and STAY where you are. Let your group find you, rather then
looking for them. A sitting target is easier to find than a moving one. Always
keep emergency gear and water with you in case you are lost over night.

Just as you would in any social situation, ask questions that probe the character and
intentions of those in your company whether of the same sex or opposite. If at any
time, you do not feel safe around another person, tell the trip leader and remove
yourself from the situation. Report inappropriate behavior to Outings Committee
leadership. Their names are listed on the back page of The Compass. If you are leery of
hiking with strangers, get involved with in-town activities to become acquainted with
potential backpacking companions before you hit the trail. Go on day hikes, attend
newsletter mailing parties, participate in Conservation Committee events, come to the
monthly general meeting, or visit the Outings Committee.

Leave behind your itinerary.
Leave names and phone numbers of trip leaders and ride-share partners as well as
the trip itinerary with friends or family. If you fail to return, the more time they
have to spend sleuthing where you might be, the more at risk you are.

Don’t leave valuables in the car.
Whether it’s your car at the trailhead or someone else’s, don’t leave valuables. Don’t
temp thieves by leaving extra clothing and gear visible in an unattended vehicle.
Don’t take more money on the road than you will need; never leave your wallet in
the car.

The more likely threat to your safety on the trail is lack of preparation and inattention
to general safety practices.

Don’t hike alone.

Read the trip write-up—ask questions if you
do not understand.

Especially for beginners, hiking with companions is safer than going it alone. Hiking
with a group increases your level of safety and provides more support in the event
of an emergency. Be as concerned for the safety of others as you are for yours—a
lost or injured hiker puts stress on the entire group and can increase risks.

Know what you are getting into before you go on a trip. The write-up will
tell you where and when you are going, the level of difficulty, food and water
requirements, expected temperature range, and other useful information to
prepare for your outing. If it is missing a piece of information or is unclear, call
the leader and ask questions.

Develop and rely on your own skill level.
Learn to read a map, use a compass, pitch your tent, light your stove, apply
principles of backcountry first aid, treat water, dress appropriately for the
weather, and distribute weight in your pack. You are safer, and your group is
safer, when everyone can rely on individual as well group competence. (Beginner
trips are the time to learn these skills. When you sign up for moderate and
strenuous outings the leaders and your fellow hikers expect more proficiency.
Even then, don’t be too proud to ask for help when you need it.)

General Calendar
X New Location

Be assertive.

N

The more you speak up for yourself, the less vulnerable you are. Whether the issue
is your safety, your security, your well being, or that you just need a potty break,
communicate with your trip leader and hiking companions.

7/5 • 8/3 First Wednesday. Executive Committee Meeting 6:30 PM at REI 2nd floor meeting
room (I-635 between Welch Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to discuss Club projects, policy and
finances. All members are welcome to attend and participate. Call Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.
7/11 • 8/8 Second Tuesday. Sierra Club General Meeting 7:00–8:30 PM. Come to the Center for
Spiritual Living located at International Place business center, 4801 Spring Valley Rd., Suite 115. Check
www.dallasseirraclub.org for directions. Come early to pick up activity materials and afterwords join the
socializing at Pappa's Pizza.
7/19 • 8/16 Third Wednesday. Outings Committee Meeting 7:00 PM at REI (MAPSCO 14Q) to
discuss schedules and issues. All outings leaders, future outings leaders, and interested Sierrans are
welcome. Call David Van Winkle at 972-562-7174 for more information.
8/30 Fourth Wednesday. Newsletter Party 7"00 PM at the Churchill Recreation Center at Hillcrest
& Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help sort, bundle and label the newsletter. Socializing afterward.
Contact Charlotte Forstat 972-248-7581
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July Program:

Zen and The Art of Natural Landscaping
Presentation by Bryan Carpenter

Praying Mantis
Photo by Bryan Carpenter

I

f you are a nature lover and gardening enthusiast, then you won’t want to miss our July program. Dallas Sierra Club Program Chair Bryan
Carpenter will show us how to consciously create beautiful yards and landscapes, incorporating the principles of permaculture (permanent
agriculture), wildscaping (habitat creation), xeriscaping (planting for water conservation), and organic gardening. Being an avid organic gardener
for the past 24 years, Bryan will teach us how to produce a significant amount of fruits and vegetables in your home garden for year-round
consumption; how edible food crops can co-exist among ornamentals; how to condition and enrich any soil type for maximum growth and
healthy plants; how to create a yard exploding with colors all year long using native and adaptive plants; how to select plants that require little to
no mechanical irrigation, that thrive in our Texas heat; how to attract a multitude of wildlife including hummingbirds, butterflies, amphibians,
reptiles, beneficial insects and more; and finally, how to garden organically for pesticide and herbicide free yards, and to minimize our impact on
the environment.
Also in July, DSC Outings Chair David Van Winkle will lead us on a tour of Grand Gulch. In May of this year, eight Dallas Sierrans completed
the best hike of Native American ruins on the Colorado Plateau, Grand Gulch. This program portrays the highlights of our Grand Gulch trip.
He will also briefly review Mesa Verde, Chaco Canyon, Paria Canyon, and Bandelier from a Native American ruin and rock art perspective.

August Program:

Grand Teton Grandeur
Presentation by Laura Kimberly
Grand Teton Grandeur Photographs of Kent Trulsson, Arthur Kuehne, Ken Woolley, and Laura Kimberly

A

nsel Adams classic photo of the vertical Teton Mountains rising from the winding Snake River bed has been my standing
invitation to explore the Teton Range since I was a teenager living with the constant view of the central Florida horizon. The
image bid me to come explore. On a car camping tour of Wyoming in 2002, I discovered the backpacker’s elevator—the Jackson Hole
Aerial Tramway from the ski resort to the top of the mountains at the south end of the range—changing the Teton high country trip
of my dreams from strenuous to moderate in a single bound. From the tramway, the Teton Crest Trail and its auxiliaries take off across
the western slopes of Grand Teton National Park and the Targhee National Forest from Rendezvous Peak, along the Death Canyon
shelf, through Alaska Basin, over Hurricane Pass, and down Cascade Canyon to Jenny Lake. The detail I found when I stepped inside
the famous photo awed me with every step of the 31 mile trek: wildlife, flora in abundance, granite grandeur in large and small scale,
a fast fading glacier, and tiers of lakes and streams left behind by glaciers vanished long ago. I was fortunate to make the trip with a
group of good friends and prolific photographers in the summer of 2005. Come see our show at the August general meeting.
Additionally, Dallas Sierra Club member Liz Wheelan will be here to talk to us about ICO—the Inner City Outings program.
Inner City Outings (ICO) has been introducing disadvantaged children to the wilderness for years. Can you imagine the
number of children who have never laid eyes on a deer or even a cow? ICO’s mission is to “promote personal development by
linking cultures, fostering respect of self and others and providing leadership skills to promote appreciation and protection of
our local and global environments through a process of spiritual growth and sharing.” The ICO program meets this mission by
providing safe and enjoyable outdoor experiences for persons who might not otherwise have them.

New National Wildlife Refuge
to be Established in NE Texas Kills Proposed Controversial Fastrill Reservoir

O

n June 12, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) announced that it has approved
establishing a new national wildlife refuge in northeast Texas in an area near the site of
the proposed Fastrill reservoir.

wintering areas for the mallard in the central flyway, or migratory route.
Additional species that will be protected within the approved project area include the bobcat,
river otter, various species of fish, amphibians, and reptiles, including the threatened American
alligator.

The Fastrill Reservoir, if built, would have precluded the refuge’s establishment and essentially
destroyed the neighboring Big Thicket’s natural habitat.

In 1985, the Service identified this reach of the Neches River in Anderson and Cherokee
counties as ecologically important in its Texas Bottomland Hardwood Concept Plan and
embarked on an extensive public involvement effort. As plans for the refuge unfolded,
the USFWS received more than 1600 comments on the plan for the refuge, the majority
supporting its establishment.

While advocating for the refuge’s establishment, the Dallas Sierra Club, along with the
National Wildlife Federation (NWF), and the Texas Committee on Natural Resources
(TCONR) worked vigilantly over the last three years to stop the Fastrill reservoir from being
adopted by the City of Dallas and the local Region C steering committee as part of their
respective long-range water plans.

“This is a great victory for all Texans who want to protect the Neches and the ecosystem which
depends up it,” commented Rita Beving, Conservation Co-Chair of the Dallas Sierra Club.
“After more than three years, with hundreds of letters from our and other groups’ members to
the agency and our Congressional representatives, it’s good to have one in the win column.”

Though Fastrill was approved by both Dallas and the Region C committee, environmental
groups see the establishment of the refuge as killing all hopes for the proposed Fastrill
reservoir, which was deemed unnecessary due to existing water supplies already available to
meet our future water needs.

The refuge will protect native wildlife species that rely on the high quality, ecologically
rich bottomland hardwood forests, wetlands and riparian areas. Future visitors will have
the opportunity to enjoy fishing, hunting, wildlife watching, photography, environmental
education and interpretation.

The new refuge will conserve up to 25,281 acres along 38 miles of the Neches River, pending
the availability of land acquisition funds.
The bottomland hardwoods and associated wetlands are vital for waterfowl such as mallards,
dabbling and wood ducks. Eastern Texas and Oklahoma bottomland hardwoods represent
the only significant breeding habitat of the wood duck and are one of the most important
The Compass

by Rita Beving

Note: Many thanks to the members who wrote, called or commented on the refuge. This
refuge would never have been possible without the showing of your support.
6

July/August 2006

When Buying Groceries:
Tom Thumb
Sign up for Reward Card
and designate proceeds to #3941

Kroger
Obtain card (available at meeting)
and scan when purchasing

Wendell A. Withrow
Attorney at Law
Board Certified
Civil Trial Law
&
Personal Injury Trial Lawyer
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

972.416.2500
fax 972.417.0685
1120 Metrocrest, Suite 200
Carrollton, TX 75006
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