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Congress Rigs Hearings
To Assault Key Environmental Act
by Rita Beving
magine Congress holding hearings in
obscure locations, at odd times, and
with little advance warning. Further,
imagine that the list of invited witnesses is
skewed to favor one particular viewpoint,
and revealed only days before a hearing.
This is exactly what is happening in the
review of a key environmental act, The
National Environmental Protection Act
(NEPA), by a special task force operating
under the House Committee on Resources.
"They have decided to have a birthday party
where they invite the guests they want,"
says Carl Pope, executive director of the
Sierra Club. "They will simply get to hear
what they want to hear."
NEPA, signed into law by President Nixon
35 years ago and considered by some to be
the Magna Carta of environmental protection, is the foundation on which all other
environmental laws are built. It requires
federal agencies to research potential
major projects on public land and file
Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) to
disclose their environmental effects. It also
mandates the opportunity for public comment. NEPA has been a key tool in local
battles such as the proposed Marvin
Nichols reservoir the Trinity River Project.
Dilution of the NEPA is likely to result in
huge impacts on natural resources with lit-

I

David Van Winkle and his wife Sheryl (behind David) recently participated in a Natural
Habitats Adventure tour in Alaska. Coincidently, former President Jimmy Carter and his
wife Rosalynn had dinner at the same place in Girdwood, Alaska on July 7. Upon learning
of the groups interest in nature and the environment, they agreed to have their photo taken
with the group.

Global Warming:Alaska at the Forefront
by David Van Winkle

F
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See Congress on

Page 6

P R O G R A M

allas Sierra Club member Bill
Greer takes us on a scenic
journey of his 10-day raft trip
down the Kongakut River in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. For more information about his incredible trip, see his
story below. And check out more of his
photos inside the Compass. Please join
us! Read and see about Bill’s journey on
page 7.
Also, coming up in October, Green
Building Architect Gary Olp will be here
to show us how we can design and build
homes to maximize our energy efficiency (because, after all, don't you have
better things to do with your money than
give it to the utility companies?).

D

Bryan Carpenter
Program Chair

1. Take actions to reduce your own consumption of fossil fuels such as coal, natural gas, and oil (gasoline).
2. Take actions to influence state and
national policy makers to create an energy
strategy that reduces fossil fuel use. This
also improves national security and the
economy as it reduces U.S. dependence
upon foreign (and often geopolitically
unstable) sources of oil.
3. The Sierra Club can provide assistance
to you in both of these actions. Please get
involved to help address this vital worldwide issue.

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are held the second Wednesday of
each month. Meetings are open to all
interested persons. The meetings are
held at Greenhill School located at
the corner of Midway and Spring
Valley. Please enter from Hornet
Drive. Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for
directions. (Mapsco 14F)
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Hornet

Greenhill School
Spring Valley

Tollway

or starters, artic sea ice cover in
the summer has already declined
by 15-20%, according to the recent
Artic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA).
This reduction in sea ice increases coastal
erosion. According to the Anchorage Daily
News, 85% of Alaska's coastal villages are
at risk and it is estimated to cost over $100
million per village to move them. At the current rates of decline, the ACIA projects
total elimination of the arctic sea ice cover
during the summertime sometime during
this century.
Second, glaciers are receding rapidly.
Half of the world's glacial melt has taken
place in Alaska to date. Melting glaciers
means higher sea levels throughout the
world. Sea levels have already risen 10-20
cm within the last 100 years. An additional
50 cm increase in sea level is expected in
the next 100 years. This further places
Alaskan coastal villages at risk. When a
glacier disappears, the entire local environment is put at risk, as it was being supported by ongoing runoff from the glacier.
Without the glacier storing water, the local
fauna and flora will dramatically change
with drastically reduced water supply. Since
the world's seas are rising, it is expected
that the coasts of the US and other regions
of the world will see erosion, as well as
destruction of fresh water supplies and
coastal wetlands.
Third, the permafrost regions are also
melting. Permafrost without the frost basically becomes a boggy mess. Many roads,
villages, pipelines, and wildlife are successful because of the existence of permafrost.
Former President Jimmy Carter was in
Anchorage in early July to mark the 25th
anniversary of the Alaska National Interest

Lands Conservation Act. His remarks
included the following…."Alaska is in the
global forefront of the adverse effects of
global warming" describing shrinking ice
caps, melting glaciers, and villages threatened by erosion. He criticized the Bush
administration, saying that the US government is failing to take serious steps to
reduce atmosphere-warming emissions.
Carter later described the current administration as having "horrific environmental
policies". Carter also said that in his travels
to 120 countries, the administration's withdrawal from the Kyoto accords on reducing
emissions has been a growing stigma on
the United States.
Carter further stated, "If we destroy the
land, God, who is merciful, will forgive us.
But our children will not."
The top scientists from all the Artic countries - Canada, Denmark / Greenland,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden,
and the United States created the ACIA
report. The report was completed in early
2005 and was presented to Congress
among other venues.
So, what can you do help address this
issue and lessen the impact of global
warming?

Midway

Global warming is a real
issue that is affecting the
daily lives of fellow
Americans living
in Alaska.

tle scrutiny and less public influence.
"NEPA is the guarantee that Americans
affected by a federal action will get the best
information about its impacts, an assessment of viable alternatives, and the right to
have their voice heard before the government makes a final decision," commented
Rita Beving, Conservation Co-chair of the
Dallas Group of the Sierra Club.
Oliver Houck, director of Tulane
University's environmental-law program,
cannot imagine what the task force's fuss is
about. "NEPA [instituted] one very simple,
modest device," says Houck. "It didn't shut
down anything, didn't set up a review board.
It just required an environmental impact
statement. A more modest requirement
would be hard to imagine."
The task force was created in April by
Resources committee chair Richard Pombo
(R-CA) with the stated goal of improving
NEPA. Six regional hearings were planned
to collect comments, followed by a report to
be issued this fall. According to task force
members, the hearings are intended to offer
a better understanding of NEPA and its economic impacts.
The
first
hearing
in
Spokane,
Washington, in April, yielded support for the

LBJ Freeway
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Former CIA Director to Speak
on Oil & Security October 7 at SMU:
"It's the Batteries, Stupid."
That's the new catchphrase suggested by former CIA Director James Woolsey as he
travels the country talking about the national security imperative for accelerating the
development of new, non-oil technologies for transportation and energy production.
Why batteries? Because he sees plug-in hybrid vehicles as one of the technologies
that will help us wean ourselves from our dangerous dependence on fossil fuels produced in politically unstable areas like the Middle East.
In a paper he co-authored with former Secretary of State George P. Shultz*, Woolsey
argues that
"There are at least seven major reasons why dependence on petroleum and its
products for the lion's share of the world's transportation fuel creates special dangers
in our time. These dangers are all driven by rigidities and potential vulnerabilities that
have become serious problems because of the geopolitical realities of the early 21st
century."
These dangers he identifies are: a transportation infrastructure that is dependent on
petroleum; the dominant role the Middle East will play in petroleum production in the
near future; the vulnerability of the petroleum infrastructure to terrorist attacks; the possibility of supply disruptions; the use of petrodollars to fund terrorism; the economic
dangers of borrowing money to finance oil purchases (current account deficit); and
global warming.
What to do about it? He and Shultz recommend two categories of action: encourage
a shift to substantially more fuel-efficient vehicles and encourage biofuels and other
alternative fuels that can be derived from waste products. In this paper and in his lectures he spells out policy strategies to help us achieve those goals.
The Dallas Sierra Club is pleased to be working with SMU and other organizations
to sponsor a lecture by Mr. Woolsey at SMU's Cox School of Business at 1 p.m. on
Friday, October 7. We encourage Sierrans to come hear more about the link between
energy and national security. Watch our website, www.dallassierraclub.org for details.
Better yet, subscribe to the Dallas Sierra Club News email list for a reminder about this
and other upcoming events. You can subscribe through our website, or send me an
email and I'll sign you up.
This event is part of our ongoing commitment to public education through speaker
events and our new outreach teams on recycling and energy. We invite you to be part
of this effort. Contact me for more information.
***

Three things you
should know about
The Compass...

1.The Compass staff are
100% volunteers

2.We have a circulation
of over 4,000

I want to thank those of you who have responded so generously to our Campaign
2005 fundraising effort. I can't tell you how much we appreciate your willingness to
help relieve our volunteers of the fundraising burden so that we can focus on the Club's
mission, of which public education is such a vital part. If you haven't yet made a contribution, please consider a gift to help us meet our goal. Gifts of all sizes are appreciated. There is a donation form on our website, or you can contact me for more information. Thank you so very much for ALL you do to support the Dallas Sierra Club.
Ann Drumm
Dallas Sierra Club Chair
214-350-6108
ann@dallassierraclub.org

* "Oil & Security", at http://www.fightingterror.org/newsroom/index.cfm

3.We are printed on
30% recycled paper

Left: Sierra Singles
enjoying a ranger-led
night hike in Cedar Hill
State Park.
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Volunteer Opportunities
INNER CITY OUTINGS (ICO)
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Sierra Club outreach program provides hikes and camping to disadvantaged youth. A
special volunteer orientation meeting / dinner will be planned. For details, watch website
(www.dallassierraclub.org) or contact Liz Wheelan at Lizwico@aol.com or 214-739-2269.
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SPEAK ABOUT MERCURY CONTAMINATION
Staff tables at events to educate the public about mercury contamination of Texas lakes.
Contact Paul Huston, angler4055@yahoo.com.

COMPASS REPORTER / COMPASS EDITORIAL BOARD
Write an occasional article about events taking place within the Dallas Group, or serve
as one of several rotating monthly editors on our editorial board.
Contact editor@dallassierraclub.org

NEW ENERGY OUTREACH TEAM FORMING
We're forming our second public education outreach team - this one to talk about energy. We're looking for volunteers to help craft the presentation and speak to community
groups. Contact Ann Drumm, 214-350-6108, ann@dallassierraclub.org.

Green
Building

Alternative
Fuel
Vehicles
Energy
Efficiency

Water Use
& Reuse

DFW Sierra Singles

Organic
Growing

The biggest sustainability event in the South!

Sept. 23-25 downtown Fredericksburg,TX

SEP 11 (SUN) OUTDOOR CONCERT WITH BRAVE COMBO

877-3ROUNDUP

Join with other Sierra Singles for this outdoor concert in Lewisville. Check Sierra
Singles page on web site for details or to sign up for DFW Sierra Singles email list.

SEP 12 (MON) DFW SIERRA SINGLES DINNER, 7:00 PM

t
duc
o
r
c ti
en P
Lec vities, Natural Food, Gre ons
ture
trati
s, Exhib
its, Demons

mi
ly A

Fa
Renewable
Energy

NEWSLETTER AD SALES
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NEWSLETTER LAYOUT VOLUNTEER
Need experience in electronic publishing or be computer-literate and willing to learn.

Help boost club revenue by selling newsletter ads.
Contact editor@dallassierraclub.org

ale

RECYCLING TEAM NEEDS PUBLIC SPEAKERS
Talk to community groups about recycling. We’ll train you and give you handouts for
your audiences. Great advocacy opportunity! Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

email:ROUNDUP@txses.org

www.TheROUNDUP.org
FRI 12 – 6 • SAT 9 – 6 • SUN 9 - 3
$8 Fri. or Sun. • $10 Sat. Fair & Concert • $16 3-day pass - Tickets at the front gate only

Enjoy a casual dinner with other Sierra Singles. No RSVP required. Check Sierra
Singles page on web site for details or to sign up for DFW Sierra Singles email list.
You can sign up for the Dallas area Sierra Singles email list by going to
www.DallasSierraClub.org and following the Sierra Singles link. If you would like to help
organize DFW Sierra Singles events or want further information, contact Sue Schaeffer
at 972-304-0974 or 972-979-8555 (C) or sueschaeffer@comcast.net, or contact Paul Heller
at 972-620-1703 or psheller@comcast.net.

General Calendar
9/3 • 10/5 First Wednesday. Executive Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI 2nd floor
meeting room (I-635 between Welch Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to discuss
Club projects, policy and finances. All members are welcome to attend and participate.
Call Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.
9/8 • 10/10 Monday before the General Meeting. Deadline for electronic materials to be
submitted to the Compass E-mail editor@dallassierraclub.org or deliver diskettes to editors
during the General Meeting.
9/10 • 10/12 Second Wednesday. Sierra Club General Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Come
to the General Meeting at Greenhill School located at the corner of Midway and Spring
Valley. Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for directions. Come early to pick up activity materials and afterwords join the socializing at Pappa’s Pizza.
9/17 • 10/19 Third Wednesday. Outings Comittee Meeting 7:00 PM at REI (MAPSCO 14Q) to discuss schedules and issues. All outings leaders, future outings
leaders, and interested Sierrans are welcome. Call Mick Nolen at 972-991-9351
for more information.
9/24 • 10/26 Fourth Wednesday. Newsletter Party 7:00PM at the Churchill Recreation
Center at Hillcrest & Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help sort, bundle and label the
newsletter. Socializing afterward. Contact Charlotte Forst at 972-248-7581.

The Compass
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Sierra Club Outings
www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking
Canoeing

SEP 2 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the September
Outings List and October Newsletter.
Contact: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

Car Camping
Cycling
Day Hiking
Education
Fishing
Kids Welcome
Service Project

SEP 10 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Walk and talk while helping to
pick up trash and recyclables at the Sierra
Club's adopted section of White Rock Lake
Park. Meet at 8:15 AM at the Love of the
Lake office on the Northeast corner of
Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look for a
crowd of people drinking free juice and coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie
restoration areas, so there are always birds
and wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your
karma will thank you. Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244 (H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

Strenuous
Women Only
Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:
outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members
and non-members. Some trips may require special
qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each
outing / trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and
assume no responsibility above that of trip organizer.
If you have a medical problem, it is your responsibility to inform the leader before the outing / trip. Outing
/ Trip leaders are encouraged to participate in training
and classes to increase their skills, but they are not
paid professionals. They will assist you within their
limitations. It is the responsibility of the participant to
be aware of any personal limitations before going on
an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings.
Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or outing start
point. Leaders cannot assign carpools, but may help
coordinate ride sharing for energy conservation and to
promote fellowship. All non-commercial transportation
is the responsibility of the individual. Car-pooling is
SOLELY voluntary, but the costs are shared. The
usual method of sharing transportation cost is for all
riders in the car, including the driver, to divide the cost
of transportation equally. The recommended method
of computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by
$0.13 a mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and
$0.19 for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or some
other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate in
an outing contact the leader, who will decide if the trip
you are interested in is suitable for you based on your
capabilities and the demands of the trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people allowed on a given
outing / trip. Reservations are necessary for outings
unless otherwise noted. If you must cancel, inform the
leader as soon as possible so that someone else can
go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who has
volunteered his / her free time to allow you to go on the
trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you
are interested in becoming a leader, contact either the
Outings Chair or the appropriate Outings Committee
Coordinator on the newsletter back page.
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SEP 11 (SUN) SUNDAY MORNING
WHITEROCK BIKE RIDE This is a "selfled" Sunday morning ride. The ride starts at
9:00 AM every Sunday morning in
September. The starting point is the corner
of Mockingbird and Lawther Lane at the
northwest corner of White Rock Lake. Lots
of great routes are available. You will always
get plenty of exercise and depending on
how many Sierrans can get up that early,
you will meet some nice people.
Organizer: Bill Beach
214-662-3224

SEP 17 (SAT) BEGINNER BACKPACKING AND CAMPING CLASS Aimed at
beginners, this class is an ideal way to learn
about backpacking. Topics include: wilderness ethics, outdoor clothing, boots, backpacks, tents, sleeping bags, cookware,
food, and preparing for a trip. Instructors
are experienced Dallas Sierra Club leaders.
There will be time for questions and a
hands-on look at outdoor gear. Lunch of
backpacking food is included. You will also
have the opportunity to learn about, and
sign up for, several beginner backpacking
trips. The fee is $20 for Sierra Club members and $30 for non-members (you can
sign up to be a Sierra Club member at the
class). No reservations are necessary, just
show up. The class will be held at REI,
4515 LBJ Freeway, Farmers Branch, TX
75244 (north side of LBJ between Midway
and Welch). The class will start at 10:30
AM and end at about 5:00 PM.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com
SEP 21 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning local
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174(H)
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

SEP 24 (SAT) DAYHIKE AT ARBOR
HILLS NATURE PRESERVE Meet at
8:30AM near the pavilions. Arbor Hills is
located at 6701 W. Parker Rd. in Plano just
west of Midway Rd. We will walk about 4
miles on a paved path. Leisurely walk is
suitable for children in strollers, bring water
and a snack. No reservations, just show up.
Leader: Violet Giglio

SEP 24-25 (SAT-SUN) CROSS TIMBERS
BACKPACK TRIP Part I- Are you tired of
those freeze-dried dinners and Lipton rice
mixes? Then join me for a hike on the Cross
Timbers Trail at Lake Texoma. This is an
easy / moderate hike that hugs the shoreline on the Texas side of Lake Texoma
about 100 miles from the DFW area. We will
meet at the Cedar Bayou Resort parking lot
at 9am Saturday morning, hike about 4
miles in, camp Saturday night, and hike out
Sunday morning. Each participant is
required to bring their own food but I will
share with you my tips, recipes and ideas
for tastier backpacking food. We will follow
up this trip later in the fall with Part II to Little
Missouri Falls where we will put our ideas to
the cook stove for a gourmet trip. If you are
not interested in gourmet packing food then
come along for fun and bring your bathing
suit for a swim in Lake Texoma.
Leader: Faith Mauk
972-519-5420
faithmauk@comcast.net

OCT 1-2 (SAT-SUN) CANOE / KAYAK
TRIP ON THE RED RIVER We'll put in on
the Kiamichi River at OK Hwy. 109 and
paddle about 4 miles down to the Red
River. Then we'll paddle about 13 miles
on the Red and take out at Hwy 37. This
remote section is through rolling hills, with
little riverside development or activity.
We'll find a sand bar for our Saturday
night camp site. Sunday will be an easy
paddle to the takeout with a stop or two to
swim. Some paddling experience is
required and you must furnish your own
boat and camping equipment.
Leader: Bill Greer
972-964-1781
wbgreer@att.net
OCT 7 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the October Outings
List and November Newsletter.
Contact: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174(H)
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

OCT 8 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Walk and talk while helping to
pick up trash and recyclables at the Sierra
Club's adopted section of White Rock Lake
Park. Meet at 8:15 AM at the Love of the
Lake office on the Northeast corner of
Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look for a
crowd of people drinking free juice and coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie
restoration areas, so there are always birds
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and wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your
karma will thank you. Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244 (H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

OCT 15-16 (SAT-SUN) EXPLORATORY
BACKPACK AT MCGEE CREEK Suitable
for beginners. This very nice natural scenic
recreation area is just two hours north of
Dallas. It features thick woods with scenic
bluffs, and interesting trails going down to
the lake. We'll do a short backpack over
familiar trails, and then do day hikes to see
if we can track down some others. Drive up
Friday night and stay at the state park, or
leave home early Saturday morning and
meet us at the trail head.
Leader: Mike Rawlins
972-783-0962
mike@sierraclubdallas.org
OCT 19 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning local
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174(H)
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

OCT 22-23 (SAT-SUN) WALK THE OUACHITA SEGMENTS 11 & 12 The trip is a
car camp with lots of options to complete
some miles on the Ouachita Trail. We will
camp at Big Brushy Campground. The trip
begins there at 9am on Saturday. We will
coordinate our car shuttles from there. We
will hike Segment 12 on Saturday.
Segment 12 is 11 miles with ups/downs
totaling 1000 feet of elevation change. We
will hike segment 11 on Sunday and it is
9.5 miles and goes downhill 1000 feet.
Given that we will be dayhiking this trip, it
is rated moderate difficulty.
Leader: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org.

OCT 29-30 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER CARCAMP TRIP AT QUEEN WILHELMINA
STATE PARK near Mena Arkansas.
Dayhike 5.3 miles to the Oklahoma
Arkansas state line. Saturday evening cook
dinner on the grill. Sunday morning, dayhike
5.1 miles to U.S.270.
Leader: Greg Holman
214-398-8061
gregholman@webtv.net

NOV 1 (TUE) AND NOV 3 (THU) WILDERNESS NAVIGATION CLASS Learn the fundamentals of finding your way in the wilderness in this two evening class. Among the
subjects covered are: purchasing maps,
how to read maps, how not to get lost, what
to do if you do get lost, GPS, different kinds
of compasses, and how to use your compass. If you have a compass, bring it to the
class. If you don't have one, we will show
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you what to look for when you purchase
one. The class will be held at REI (second
floor program room). REI is at 4515 LBJ
Freeway, north side, between Midway and
Welch. This two-night class will start
promptly at 6:30 PM and will finish at about
8:45 PM. Also included is an optional weekend backpacking trip to the Caney Creek
Wilderness in Arkansas on November 1213. This trip will give you an opportunity to
practice your new navigation and map
reading skills. The fee for the class is $15
for Sierra Club members and $20 for nonmembers. No reservations are necessary;
just show up.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com
or
Bill Greer
972-964-1781(H)
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net

NOV 5-6 (SAT-SUN) RAY ROBERTS
LAKE STATE PARK ISLE DU BOIS UNIT
CARCAMP We will walk some of the
Jordan Park Trail approximately 5 miles
round trip and eat lunch. Saturday evening
cook dinner on the grill. Sunday morning
walk the Nature Trail and local park trails.
Lunch we be at Babes in Sanger Texas
where the will end. The park is south of
Pilot Point Texas. This is a beginning car
camping trip where we will discuss car
camping, equipment and minimal impact
camping. This should be an interesting Fall
Car Camp with nights starting to cool off
from the summer heat.
Leader: Bob Gates
972-678-1221
gates.rr@verizon.net

NOV 5-6 (SAT-SUN) WALK THE OUACHITA SEGMENT 10 BACKPACKNG TRIP
This strenuous hike starts at US71 trailhead and ends at FSR76 @FSR216 covering 17 miles. This is a good conditioning
hike as the trail elevation increases 2500
feet and decreases by 2000 feet over the
course of the 17 miles. In addition to conditioning, this hike has many SSS (special
scenic spots).
Leader: Cari Henkin
214-826-5461
chenkin@sbcglobal.net

NOV 5-6 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER BACKPACK AT McGEE CREEK, OKLAHOMA
This will be an easy hike in a pleasant, little
used forest. Saturday morning we'll hike

by David Van Winkle

about 1.5 flat miles to camp, then leave our
big pack for an optional dayhike. Sunday
will feature another dayhike to a nice overlook, then we'll take a different route back to
our cars. McGee is close enough to leave
Dallas for the trailhead Saturday morning.
Leader: Bill Greer
972-964-1781
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net

NOV 23-28 (WED-MON) ANNUAL BIG
BEND BUS TRIP The Dallas Sierra Club
Thanksgiving tradition continues with the
annual bus trip to Big Bend. New This
Year: An option to backpack the
Rancherias Trail in the Big Bend Ranch
State Natural Area (strenuous). The canoe
trip option will be available again this year
as well. If you've never been, you owe it to
yourself to discover this unique part of
Texas. If you've been before, take advantage of the new options! Our chartered
sleeper bus leaves Dallas on Wednesday
at 6:30 PM and returns about 4:30 AM on
Monday. We will have four backpacking
trips from moderate to strenuous and one
canoeing trip through Boquillas Canyon
where the walls tower to over 1,200 feet.
Some backpacking experience is required
for the backpack trips and some canoe /
camping experience is required for the
canoe trip. Full Details to come.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

ou know him, you love him, and
we'll miss him. Mick Nolen has
announced his plans to resign as
the Outing Chair effective Sept 1, 2005.
Mick has done an excellent job leading outings over the last several years. Due largely to his efforts, we now have a strong outings program in place, with processes to
train new participants and new outings
leaders. The outings program of the Dallas
Sierra Club is also well connected to the
conservation concerns within our club. So,
thank you Mick for your outstanding efforts.
As you see Mick over the next several
months please thank him yourself.
I, David Van Winkle, am your new
Outings Chair. I have been an active leader
of outings for the past two years. By the
end of this year, I will have led more than
15 Sierra Club trips having been backpacking coordinator for the last year. Some
of my outdoor interests include backpacking, canoeing, bird watching, and photography. I look forward to working with the
very experienced team of leaders that we
have in our club.

Y

From a conservation perspective, I see
energy as the most important conservation
issue, as it drives so many other aspects of
the environment. If we have the right energy strategy in place, we will have cleaner
air, we will collectively emit less CO2 (which
contributes to global warming), we will be
less dependent upon politically unstable
sources of foreign oil, and we will have a
stronger economy.
As Outings Chair, I pledge to maintain
the strengths that currently exist in the outings program, including increasing our bus
trip participation. I would also like for us to
have a diverse mix of outings available for
the various interests of our diverse membership. This mix of outings can be a cornerstone to attracting new members to the
club, and educating members about the key
environmental issues that exist today.
One of my favorite environmental quotes
is from former President Jimmy Carter. " If
we destroy the land, God, who is merciful,
will forgive us. But our children won't."
The Outings Corner will be an ongoing
portion of the Compass.

DEC 3-4 (SAT-SUN) LAKE LEWISVILLE
HICKORY CREEK PARK This an easy car
camping outing that will not start until 2 pm,
after your morning shopping for the holidays. Lake Lewisville Hickory Creek Park is
north on 35E just north of the Lake
Lewisville Bridge approximately 45 minutes
from down town Dallas and just a few minutes north of the Vista Ridge Mall. The
Lake is quiet this time of year and we will
take a few quiet walks around the Park to
observe. Park offers nice showers and restrooms. Saturday evening we will prepare a
meal to share with the group. Sunday morning we will take a lakeshore walk. A lunch
site will be selected by the group in the
area, which will be the end of this trip. We
want you to be home in time for some more
shopping on Sunday afternoon. This is a
beginning car camping trip where we will
discuss car camping, equipment, and minimal impact camping.
Leader: Bob Gates
972-678-1221
gates.rr@verizon.net

The capacity for hope is the most significant fact of life. It provides human
beings with a sense of destination and
the energy to get started.
Norman Cousins
(1915-1990, American editor, humanitarian, author)
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Congress
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Speak Up Now Against
Unneeded,Destructive New Dams
Deadline: September 9, 2005
efore the end of the public comment period on September 9, please tell the
Region C (North Texas) Water Planning Group that you oppose the inclusion of
four unneeded new dams -- Marvin Nichols, Fastrill, Lower Bois d'Arc Creek,
Ralph Hall -- in the Region C Water Plan. The Draft Plan includes the four reservoirs that
together would flood hundreds of square miles of East Texas, destroy increasingly rare
wildlife habitat, take over five hundred square miles of land from thousands of mostly
unwilling Texans, and devastate ranching, farming, and timber industries in large areas of
Texas! NONE of these reservoirs are necessary, since twice as much water as would be
needed to meet Region C's projected 55-year water demands can be obtained currently
simply from conservation, reuse, and bringing in water from existing underutilized reservoirs according to the Draft Plan.
Tell the Region C Water Planning Group you want NO NEW RESERVOIRS in the final
Region C Water Plan!
(See further background at http://texas.sierraclub.org/dallas/actionalert/background.asp or a
summary of talking points to make at http://texas.sierraclub.org/dallas/actionalert/points.asp.)

B

Written comments accepted until September 9: Best if you'll send your own personal comments. Write, fax, or email Region C Water Planning Group:
c/o Jim Parks, Chairman
North Texas Municipal Water District
P.O. Box 2408
Wylie, TX 75098
Fax 972-442-5405
jparks@ntmwd.com
No time to write your own comments but want your views to be heard?
Go to http://texas.sierraclub.org/dallas/actionalert/action-page-2.asp to access our one
minute automatic-message public comment!

act due to publicity by local community
groups. Task force member Rep. Jay Inslee
(D-WA), who led the hearing with task force
chair Rep. Cathy McMorris (R-WA), says he
thinks some of his colleagues were
shocked by the results. "I think what I
observed in Spokane, much to [Pombo's]
surprise, was an overwhelming support by
the American public that their government
fairly looks at their actions," says Inslee.
According to Inslee, Pope, and others,
the task force strategy shifted after
Spokane. The next hearing's venue was
changed several times before being held in
Lakeside,
Arizona,
on
June
18.
Representatives from the Sierra Club and
the Center for Biological Diversity were
invited to testify. But with only a few days
notice to prepare, as well as a conflict with
a long-planned dam-decommissioning celebration (a NEPA victory), both declined.
No environmentalists testified, but representatives of the forestry, cattle, construction, mining, and energy industries did.
"The task-force website makes a point to
say we were invited to testify, but didn't.
They don't give the public access to [our
written testimony]. It's frustrating." said
Neha Bhatt, a Sierra Club representative in
Washington, D.C.
The third hearing, originally slated for
Houston, was held in Nacogdoches on July
23. Chapter and regional Sierra Club representatives asked to testify but were not
invited. The eleven witnesses who were
included representatives for the oil, mining,

and timber industries and only two environmentalists. Sandra Nichols, a staff attorney
with WildLaw in Montgomery, Alabama,
commented that "real solutions" were
needed to make the law more effective.
The industry representatives spoke about
economic interests and the interference
caused by too many regulations. Common
sense, and the notion that NEPA lacks it,
was their theme, along with the assertion
that too much environmental assessment
and too many stakeholders result in lawsuits and red tape.
When asked about the selection of witnesses, McMorris said "We don't need to
have 10 people say nothing needs to be
improved. … We want to hear from the
people who have problems with NEPA."
This disturbs Inslee, who responded that it
"diminishes the effectiveness of this task
force. It has not been very effective at getting a broad perspective of Americans."
Inslee further charged that prior to creating
the task force, committee chairman Pombo
"tried to strip NEPA and reduce it in the
energy bill."
Environmental advocates predict the real
battle may begin next year, when NEPAweakening legislation will almost certainly
be introduced. If the act is gutted, it may
mean the very result Pombo seeks to avoid:
more lawsuits. "When we aren't listened to
by the government, we have the right to
legally challenge," says Bianca Encinias of
the Southwest Network for Environmental
and Economic Justice.

Questions or want to help? Contact us at:
http://texas.sierraclub.org/dallas/actionalert/contactus.asp.
Thanks,
Rita Beving
Conservation Co-Chair
Dallas Regional Group, Sierra Club
(214) 373-3808
Antiquerita@aol.com

Wendell A. Withrow
Attorney at Law
Board Certified
Civil Trial Law
&
Personal Injury Trial Lawyer

Texas Board of Legal Specialization

972.416.2500
fax 972.417.0685
1120 Metrocrest, Suite 200
Carrollton, TX 75006
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My Adventure On The

Kongakut River

n late 2004 I became concerned that we were about to loose the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling. I decided that I wanted to see the
Refuge for myself before that happened. In December of 2004 I signed up for
my first National Sierra Club Outing, a 10-day raft trip down the Kongakut River
during the later stages of the caribou migration. It was without a doubt one of the
best trips I have ever been on.
The trip was limited to 8 people including the leader and assistant leader, so
the trip filled up fast. We met in Fairbanks and on June 21, 2005 we flew on a
small commuter aircraft to the remote native community of Arctic Village. 100
miles north of the Arctic Circle, "Arctic" has no road access but it does have a
modest gravel landing strip that can accommodate something larger than a bush
plane. At Arctic we met the bush pilot who would fly us in to the headwaters of
the Kongakut River. It took 3 trips of 2 hours each with the bush plane to get our
group to the river.
When our first group arrived at the gravel bar, the weather was windy with snow
flurries. But by the time our last group arrived the sun was coming out. We would
not see clouds or sunset for the next 9 days! As we made our way north down
the river through the Brooks Range mountains, we saw some unbelievable
scenery; thousands of caribou, Dall sheep, arctic fox, a snow white wolf, and a
profusion of wildflowers. One layover day- camp turned out to be at a major
crossroads on the caribou migration. In all my trips to the wilderness I have never
seen this much wildlife.
On June 30, 2005, we were in the northern foothills of the Brooks Range near
the Beaufort Sea, about 250 miles north of the Arctic Circle. Our bush pilot was
supposed to pick us up at 9am for a flight back to Arctic Village. Unfortunately,
dense fog rolled in off the ice cap and even the birds were walking. About 2 pm
the fog lifted enough for him to sneak in under it and with very little warning we
were scrambling to get our gear loaded up. As with all long trips I have done, it
was over sooner than seemed possible.
I took nearly 2,000 pictures. It was an amazing trip and the pictures will never
do it justice. But I've selected some of the best ones to try to give you a hint of
what the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is really like and why it needs to be preserved. It's farther from the white wasteland our current administration portrays it
to be than you can ever imagine. Come see what my personal experience of the
Refuge was like. Then get to work trying to help save it!

I

Article and photos by Bill Greer

Greenhill School
Spring Valley

Tollway

held at Greenhill School located at
the corner of Midway and Spring
Valley. Please enter from Hornet
Drive. Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for
directions. (Mapsco 14F)

Hornet

Midway

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are held the second Wednesday of
each month. Meetings are open to all
interested persons. The meetings are

LBJ Freeway
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