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Labor Day Bus Trip

J U L Y ’ S

P R O G R A M

Weminuche, Colorado

11:00 AM; so, we'll be on the bus a little
longer although the morning ride will be
through some of the most gorgeous
scenery you could imagine. The trip cost is
$195 for Sierra Club Members.
If you can take Friday off work and stand
the extra few hours on the bus, then you
can enjoy the beauty of the Weminuche
Wilderness. Your life and perspective will
never be the same after hiking through
Aspen and conifer, camping beside rushing
streams, visiting clear mountain lakes, and
standing on a high Alpine meadow looking
60 miles in any direction without seeing any
evidence of human habitation.
The Weminuche Wilderness offers a special wilderness experience. Come end the
summer with us in this special place. See
the outings list for information on how to
sign up.

O

ur July program offers us not one, but two opportunities to
explore Heaven - one literally (Heaven on Earth that is), and
one metaphysically.
Our first speaker will be Gary Stuard, Founder and Chief Organizer of
the Interfaith Environmental Alliance. This organization works with religious and spiritual organizations of ALL faiths to share and spread the
common message that it is our responsibility and duty to be good stewards of this wonderful planet of God's creation. Like the Sierra Club, the
IEA supports our common vision of promoting sustainable ways of living, and protecting our land, air and water from environmental degradation. I attending one of their meetings on a Saturday a few months back
at the Church of the Transfiguration in North Dallas, and for a minute I
thought I was at a Sierra Club meeting. There were about 5 Toyota
Priuses in the parking lot. Their message is a great one, and one that I'm
sure you will enjoy.
Next, for all you outings lovers, Sierra Club member Cari Henkin will take
us on a breathtaking tour of scenic New Zealand. The native Maoris call
it Aotearoa, 'The land of the long white cloud.' By any name, New
Zealand is one of the most beautiful places on earth, with terrain that
varies from stark volcanic cliffs to rolling green meadows and lush rainforest. Join us for a hiking tour of three weeks on the South Island, as
we travel from the white sand beaches of the Tasman sea, across the
Southern Alps, and then south to the glacier fjords of Marlborough
Sound. This is not a land that is easily forgotten.

Recycling is Everywhere
by Pryor Lawson

The Compass

thirty gallon blue bags for about $6 per box
of fifty, and are available at local grocery
and drug stores).
Dallas recently implemented a pilot program in four neighborhoods (The Citadel,
Claremont, Lake Cliff, and Bryan Place)
which simplifies recycling; residents are
given a 96 gallon roll cart for recyclables for
a "single stream" system, meaning the
recyclable items don't need to be separated
-- just put them in the cart and roll it out next
to the regular garbage cart for a once-aweek pickup. This pilot program began in
September 2004, and has met with high
participation rates. If it sounds like a nifty
idea to you, contact your council member
and tell him or her that you want "single
stream" collection in your neighborhood.
Apartment dwellers in Dallas have to
work a little harder to recycle. Some large
apartment complexes have their own recycling programs, so check with your apartment manager to see if a collection bin is
on your property. Otherwise, you can take
your recyclables to Dry Gulch Recycling
Center (9500 Harry Hines), which takes
just about everything; Igloo Recycling
(check out www.dallascityhall.com for locations)
for glass and aluminum; or Abitibi Recycling

So please join us in July for a program you won't want to miss.

Bryan Carpenter
Program Chair

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are held the second Wednesday of
each month. Meetings are open to all
interested persons. The meetings are
held at Greenhill School located at
the corner of Midway and Spring
Valley. Please enter from Hornet
Drive. Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for
directions. (Mapsco 14F)

Hornet

Greenhill School
Spring Valley

Tollway

H

ere's a recycling fact from the book
Natural Capitalism: Creating the
Next Industrial Revolution, by
Hawkins, Lovins, and Lovins: the United
States throws away enough aluminum to
replace its entire commercial aircraft fleet
every three months. Discouraging, no?
Fortunately, municipalities are making recycling easier and easier for the homeowner
and apartment renter alike, for all recyclable
products. Even in the politically conservative
Metroplex, recycling programs are becoming
the norm, rather than the exception.
In Dallas, for example, the collection of
recyclables takes place once a week for
single-family houses. Pickups occur on one
of the two regular garbage collection days.
To find out which day your designated recycling collection day is, you can (a) call 311
(the City of Dallas information line), (b)
check out the city's web page at
http://maps.dallascityhall.com, or (c) stick your
head out the door and take note of the day
when blue bags appear at your neighbors'
pickup spots.
Blue bags? Yes, you must purchase big
blue bags to hold your recyclables (except
paper products; those must be placed in a
brown paper sack -- no rubber bands,
please). The blue bags must be a minimum
of thirteen gallons in size (Tyco brand has

Midway

T

his Labor Day we are returning to the
north slope of the Weminuche
Wilderness
in
southwestern
Colorado. The Dallas group has been
going to the Weminuche for 4 years now
and it is one of our most popular destinations. There are no airports or large towns
close by, and the trailhead is 15 miles off a
remote state highway. All the five hikes will
have ample water, and lightly used camp
sites. This is Continental Divide country,
and all the trips will touch on the new
Continental Divide trail that runs from
Canada south to Mexico.
It takes a little longer to get to the
Weminuche Wilderness than our other, traditional bus trip destinations. The trip will
leave on Thursday night, September 1,
requiring some of us to take a day of vacation on Friday. The bus will drop us off at
the trailhead around

LBJ Freeway

See Recycling on
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Legislature

Recycle

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

point on education and school finance
issues," Kramer said, "we hope that the
Governor will consider putting on the call
for the session those agreed-to legislative
proposals on environmental flows, water
conservation, and land stewardship that
failed in the last days of the regular session."
On issues such as radioactive
waste, he noted that the Sierra Club would
shift the focus of its fight for the time being
to the agencies making permitting decisions on that waste. Other issues will be
pursued in interim studies and preparations
for the next legislation session.
"These important environmental issues
aren't going away," said Kramer, "and neither are we. The battleground shifts, but
the struggle by the Sierra Club and other
environmental groups to protect the public
health of Texans and the environment of
our state goes on."

Bins (call 800-874-1301 for locations) for
mixed paper.
A quick survey of some of Dallas's suburbs revealed recycling programs that met
or surpassed that of Dallas. Irving, for
instance, has a "blue bag" system similar
to Dallas, while Plano and Frisco already
have a citywide "single stream" system in
place. To find out the particulars of your
city's recycling program -- pickup days, the
collection system, collections for brush
and bulky items, etc. -- go to that city's
website and enter "recycle" in the search
engine (for the webaphobic among us, I'm
sure a phone call to city hall will get you
the same information).
Speaking of Plano, they have a program
for organic recycling that involves local
restaurants, coffee houses, grocery stores,
larger business cafeteria locations, and 17
PISD schools. It's called, appropriately
enough, the Organic Recycling Program,
and it focuses on capturing all the organic
materials (food scraps, meats, fish, bones,
vegetables, fruits, snack foods, breads, and
soiled paper items) from the waste stream
and delivering it to the city's composting
facility, where it is used to make "Plano
Pure" Compost. (Plano has an online store
that sells compost, topdressing, soil blend,
wood mulch and colorized wood mulch -check it out at http://www.plano.gov/pureproducts/). Plano also has a relatively new program called Construction and Demolition
Recycling, which assists builders with a
recycling program for concrete, wood,
brick, steel, metal, as well as the more traditional recyclables. According to their
website, they have successfully diverted
large volumes of "C&D" debris from local
landfills with this program. With innovative
ideas like that, the future of recycling looks
pretty rosy - if we all do our part!
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White Mountains
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
it a good place for lunch and washing upnear enough to enjoy easy access to running water, far enough away to meet wilderness ethics guidelines. Within a short time
we were joined by Trips 3 and 5. Trip 5, lead
by Kathryn Hurn was the second group to
the rest stop with John Shannon, Terry
Fager, and David Van Winkle. Their morning had started with a boot repair-a
reminder of why we carry cord and duct
tape. After exchanging stories we all headed down the last mile of trail to South Fork
campground to meet solo camper Laura
Thornton before the bus pick up.
Trip 2 ended the outing back at the Little
Bonito Creek trail head after a morning day
hike up Aspen Canyon Trail, a beautiful
forested trail, with frequent stops for photos
of the waterfalls and flowers along the creek.
Another outstanding trip to
the White Mountains Wilderness
c o n c l u d e d s u c c e s s f u l l y.

GENERAL
CALENDAR
7/6 • 8/3 First Wednesday. Executive
Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI 2nd
floor meeting room (I-635 between
Welch Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO
14Q), to discuss Club projects, policy
and finances. All members are welcome
to attend and participate. Call Ann
Drumm at 214-350-6108.
7/11 • 8/8 Monday before the General
Meeting.

Deadline

for

electronic

materials to be submitted to the
Compass E-mail editor@dallassierraclub.org or deliver diskettes to editors
during the General Meeting.
7/13 • 8/10 Second Wednesday. Sierra
Club General Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Come to the General Meeting at
Greenhill School located at the corner of
Midway and Spring Valley. Check
www.dallasseirraclub.org for directions.
Come early to pick up activity materials
and afterwords join the socializing at
Pappa’s Pizza.
7/20 • 8/17 Third Wednesday. Outings
Comittee Meeting 7:00 PM at REI (MAPSCO 14Q) to discuss schedules and
issues. All outings leaders, future outings
leaders, and interested Sierrans are welcome. Call Mick Nolen at 972-991-9351
for more information.
7/27

•

8/24

Newsletter

Fourth

Party

Wednesday.

7:00PM

at

the

Churchill Recreation Center at Hillcrest
& Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help
sort, bundle and label the newsletter.
Socializing afterward. Contact Charlotte
Forst at 972-248-7581.

Volunteer Opportunities
INNER CITY OUTINGS (ICO)
Sierra Club outreach program provides hikes and camping to disadvantaged youth. A
special volunteer orientation meeting / dinner will be planned. For details, watch website
(www.dallassierraclub.org) or contact Liz Wheelan at Lizwico@aol.com or 214-739-2269.

SPEAK ABOUT MERCURY CONTAMINATION
Staff tables at events to educate the public about mercury contamination of Texas lakes.
Contact Paul Huston, angler4055@yahoo.com.
Right: A friendly kia bird sits off
the coast of New Zealand.See
more New Zealand flora and fauna
photos at the July General
Meeting. Photo by Cari Henkin

COMPASS REPORTER
Write an occasional article about events going on in the Dallas group.
Contact editor@dallassierraclub.org

RECYCLING TEAM NEEDS PUBLIC SPEAKERS
Talk to community groups about recycling. We’ll train you and give you handouts for
your audiences. Great advocacy opportunity! Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

NEWSLETTER LAYOUT VOLUNTEER
Need experience in electronic publishing or be computer-literate and willing to learn.

NEWSLETTER AD SALES
Help boost club revenue by selling newsletter ads
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Campaign 2005 Commitment

Letter from Chair

YES, I want to help the Dallas Sierra Club to continue
working for clean air and water in North Texas!
Show Your Appreciation of The Compass: Help Pay for It
You value this newsletter and the activities that are reported in it. But do you know
that you are essentially getting this newsletter for free?
Most of the proceeds from your annual dues remain with the national Sierra Club.
We must raise over 90% of the Dallas Sierra Club's budget locally, and The Compass
is the largest single expense in our budget. Until last year, we raised money through
garage sales and other fundraising events that took precious volunteer hours away
from our mission.
But we know you want our volunteers' time to be focused on environmental advocacy, not fundraising, so last year we held our first ever campaign to solicit donations for
the Dallas Group’s operating expenses. As a result of that campaign's success, we’ve
been able to devote hundreds of hours to the club's conservation mission in the North
Texas area, carrying out advocacy and public education on smart water policy, enforcement of air quality laws, energy and recycling. Our Outings leaders conducted over 100
hiking and outdoor events at no charge, educating the public to appreciate and protect
our nation's outdoor heritage.
We contributed financially to a suit filed by the Club and other environmental groups
against the EPA seeking enforcement of its Clean Air Act obligations in North Texas.
We have built a diverse coalition of East Texas ranchers, timber and oil interests and
Republican and Democratic lawmakers to advocate for sensible water policy and protect landowners' rights. We have partnered with other non-profit organizations on educational events, including lectures in Dallas and Houston by energy visionary Dr.
Amory Lovins on his book, Winning the Oil Endgame.
These activities and more, reported to you in these pages, were made possible by
the generosity of our local members who gave to last year's campaign, many of whom
are also volunteers contributing hundreds of hours to our club's efforts.
If you value this newsletter, please consider a gift of at least $15 to offset its cost. A
donation form has been printed in this issue for your convenience with a special
"Newsletter Friend" category. If you are able, please consider a larger donation to help
sustain the high level of environmental activity that we report about in these pages.
All participants in Campaign 2005 will be recognized in The Compass early next year
(unless opt-out is requested). As always, thank you for all the ways you support the
Dallas Sierra Club.

Name:
Address:
City:

Zip:

Phone :

Email:

Please accept my commitment for the amount indicated:
Environmentalist $1,000+
Conservationist $500 - $999
Trail Builder $125 - $499
Backpacker $50 - $124
Day Hiker $1 - $49
NEWSLETTER FRIEND $15

Please indicate type of funds committed:
____ I don't need the tax deduction. My check is payable to Dallas Sierra Club Group.
(Contributions to the Dallas Sierra Club Group are not tax-deductible. They support our effective
citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts.)

____ I really need the tax deduction. My check is payable to Sierra Club Foundation.
(Contributions and gifts to Sierra Club Foundation are tax-deductible as charitable contributions as
they support grants for public education, research and public interest litigation necessary to further
the Sierra Club's conservation goals. My check is payable to Sierra Club Foundation (not available
at Newsletter Friend level))

____ Donors will be recognized in the Compass in early 2006. If you do not wish to
be recognized in this honor roll, please check here.
For information, call Ann Drumm, 214-350-6108 or Mary Colston, 214-618-1424.

Ann Drumm Chair
Mary Colston Fundraising Chair

The Compass

$
$
$
$
$
$

Mail commitment form and check to:
Ann Drumm
4340 Valley Ridge Rd.
Dallas TX 75220-1928

Thank you!

July 2005
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Sierra Club Outings
www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking
Canoeing
Car Camping
Cycling
Day Hiking
Education
Fishing
Kids Welcome
Service Project
Strenuous

JUL 9 (SAT) RIVER LEGACY DAY HIKE EAST We'll hike 4-6 miles on a paved trail
on the newly-opened trail in north Arlington.
We will have opportunities to observe the
Trinity River bottom forest, wildlife and open
areas east of River Legacy Park. The river
and wildlife (herons, egrets, beaver, turtles
and more) are more visible on this section
than along the west trails of River Legacy
Park. Pace of hike will be about 3 mph.
Bring water and sunscreen. Directions:
From I-30 in Arlington, exit Collins and take
Collins north past Green Oaks Blvd. After
crossing Green Oaks approx. 400 feet, turn
left into the new River Legacy Park east
entrance and park at the south section
(walk south from the parking lot to find the
map). Meet at 9 AM by the large park map
and drinking fountains. Please no dogs on
hike. No reservations needed-just show up.
Leaders: Claudia Blalock
817-924-6242
Judy Cato
972-238-5738

Women Only
Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:
outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members
and non-members. Some trips may require special
qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each
outing / trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and
assume no responsibility above that of trip organizer.
If you have a medical problem, it is your responsibility
to inform the leader before the outing / trip. Outing /
Trip leaders are encouraged to participate in training
and classes to increase their skills, but they are not
paid professionals. They will assist you within their limitations. It is the responsibility of the participant to be
aware of any personal limitations before going on an
outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings.
Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or outing start
point. Leaders cannot assign carpools, but may help
coordinate ride sharing for energy conservation and to
promote fellowship. All non-commercial transportation
is the responsibility of the individual. Car-pooling is
SOLELY voluntary, but the costs are shared. The
usual method of sharing transportation cost is for all
riders in the car, including the driver, to divide the cost
of transportation equally. The recommended method
of computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by
$0.13 a mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and
$0.19 for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or some
other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate in
an outing contact the leader, who will decide if the trip
you are interested in is suitable for you based on your
capabilities and the demands of the trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people allowed on a given
outing / trip. Reservations are necessary for outings
unless otherwise noted. If you must cancel, inform the
leader as soon as possible so that someone else can
go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who has
volunteered his / her free time to allow you to go on the
trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you
are interested in becoming a leader, contact either the
Outings Chair or the appropriate Outings Committee
Coordinator on the newsletter back page.
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JUL 16-17 (SAT-SUN) SIXTEENTH ANNUAL BASTILLE DAY CANOE TRIP
Celebrate this French national holiday
marking the beginning of the French revolution with our annual canoe trip on the Red
River. We?ll canoe 20 miles of the Red
starting at the I-35 bridge near Gainesville.
Saturday, we will canoe, swim and relax
before camping on a large sand bar.
Sunday will be an easy paddle to the takeout with a stop or two to swim and look for
fossils. Some canoeing experience is
required and you must furnish your own
canoe and camping equipment. Also, you
must bring something French, or you will be
guillotined at dawn.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

JUL 16 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Walk and talk while helping to
pick up trash and recycleables at the Sierra
Club's adopted section of White Rock Lake
Park. Meet at 8:15 AM at the Love of the
Lake office on the Northeast corner of
Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look for a
crowd of people drinking free juice and coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie
restoration areas, so there are always birds
and wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your
karma will thank you. Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244 (H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

JUL 17 (SUN) HIKE ON EAST SIDE OF
WHITE ROCK LAKE Meet at the Bath
House at White Rock Lake (Mapsco 37H) at
7:00pm on Northcliff west of Buckner Blvd.
We’ll walk about 6-miles on paved paths.
Bring water and comfortable shoes. No
reservations, just show up.
Leader: Steve Longley
214-824-1128 (H)

JUL 20 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning local
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org

JUL 21 (THR) NIGHT HIKE ON THE
WHITE ROCK CREEK TRAIL Meet at 7:00
PM at Moss Park on the corner of
Greenville and Royal. We will walk 5 miles
on a paved path. Bring water and bug repellant. No reservations, just show up. Ice
cream afterwards.
Leader: Judy Cato
972-238-5738 (H)
AUG 5 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the August Outings
List and September Newsletter.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org

AUG 13 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Walk and talk while helping to
pick up trash and recycleables at the Sierra
Club's adopted section of White Rock Lake
Park. Meet at 8:15 AM at the Love of the
Lake office on the Northeast corner of
Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look for a
crowd of people drinking free juice and coffee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie
restoration areas, so there are always birds
and wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your
karma will thank you. Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244 (H)
cnash@dallasisd.org
AUG 17 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning local
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org

AUG 20-27 (SAT - SAT) BACKPACK THE
SINKYONE WILDERNESS LOST COAST
in Northern California. Also day hike some
of the State and National Redwood parks.
Need to get low priced tickets to San
Francisco area now for the trip. Will rent
autos to get to trailhead and Redwood
State and National Parks.
Leader: Don Purinton
972-985-1774
dpurinton@comcast.net
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SEPT 1-6 (THU-TUE) LABOR DAY BUS
TRIP TO THE WEMINUCHE WILDERNESS IN COLORADO Escape the Texas
heat and join us for our trip to the cool
Colorado mountains of the Weminuche
Wilderness. Trips will range from a short
backpack with dayhikes to strenuous
long hikes. At least 1 prior backpack trip
is strongly recommended. Our sleeper
bus leaves Dallas at 4:00 PM on
Thursday evening and returns at about
5:00 AM on Tuesday morning. The
Weminuche Wilderness offers a great
diversity and all the miles you want to
hike. It is a hidden jewel and one of our
most popular trips. Cost is $195 for
members, $210 for non-memebers. To
sign up send a check payable to Dallas
Sierra Club to Kathryn Hurn, 9046
Redondo Drive, Dallas, Tx 75218.
Leader: Kathryn Hurn
214-738-5586
mattsamkat@aol.com

SEPT 17 (SAT) BEGINNER BACKPACKING AND CAMPING CLASS Aimed at
beginners, this class is an ideal way to learn
about backpacking. Topics include: wilderness ethics, outdoor clothing, boots, backpacks, tents, sleeping bags, cookware,
food, and preparing for a trip. Instructors
are experienced Dallas Sierra Club leaders.
There will be time for questions and a
hands-on look at outdoor gear. Lunch of
backpacking food is included. You will also
have the opportunity to learn about, and
sign up for, several beginner backpacking
trips. The fee is $20 for Sierra Club members and $30 for non-members (you can
sign up to be a Sierra Club member at the
class). No reservations are necessary, just
show up.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

NOV 23-28 (WED-MON) ANNUAL BIG
BEND BUS TRIP The Dallas Sierra Club
Thanksgiving tradition continues with the
annual bus trip to Big Bend. New This
Year: An option to backpack the
Rancherias Trail in the Big Bend Ranch
State Natural Area (strenuous). The canoe
trip option will be available again this year
as well. If you've never been, you owe it to
yourself to discover this unique part of
Texas. If you've been before, take advantage of the new options! Our chartered
sleeper bus leaves Dallas on Wednesday
at 6:30 PM and returns about 4:30 AM on
Monday. We will have four backpacking
trips from moderate to strenuous and one
canoeing trip through Boquillas Canyon
where the walls tower to over 1,200 feet.
Some backpacking experience is required
for the backpack trips and some canoe /
camping experience is required for the
canoe trip. Full Details to come.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com
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Dueling Views and Vistas:Reports from the White Mountains Bus Trip
As reported by Ze'ev Saggi with contributions from Bill Greer and Greg Holman

A

quick grease stop for breakfast at
McDonald's in Ruidoso, New
Mexico was an eye opener for all of
us on the bus. Although McDonald's coffee
is not the brew of Starbuck's, it did jolt us to
action-making the bunks, lacing boots, and
gathering gear for the trail head just an
hour away.
The White Mountain Wilderness in the
Lincoln National Forest contains more than
50 trails for hiking and backpacking. Horse
trails shared with hikers lead to ridgelines
overlooking the desert floor of White Sands
National Monument from an average height
of 10,000 feet.
Trips 2, 3, and 4 started on Trail 36 in the
cool and shady Little Bonito Creek. For the
first mile, we were all one big happy group.
At the junction, Trip 4 turned south and
upstream into Aspen Canyon. Trips 2 and 3
continued to Spring Cabin.
Trip 4 leader, Ze'ev Saggi picks up the
story for Trip 4 with Don Ashton, Heidi
Hubbard, Robert Muschel, Laura Kimberly,
and Kent Trulsson. As Trip 4 approached
the head waters of the canyon, the trail
switch back become steeper and steeper
and the abundance of stinging nettle deeper and deeper. This drew Don's attention,
since he was wearing short hiking pants.
Just before the steepest climb of the day,
we loaded up on extra water for a dry camp.
We were planning to camp at a very nice
site on a saddle overlooking Aspen and
Little Bear Canyons at an elevation of 9,200
feet. Still feeling fresh, we continued to
climb another 600 feet to the next ridge and
into a meadow covered with alpine grass.
We finally camped near the Three Rivers
Trail intersection, just under Elk Point.
After setting up our camp we climbed a
rock outcrop towering some 1,000 feet
above Bear Canyon. From here the view
opened to Capitan Range in the east all the
way to Nogal Peak in the north.
During the night we experienced a fantastic lightning storm and strong rain. The
most exciting event of the night was when a
big elk started bugling just up the hill-what
to Heidi seemed like "just a few feet away"
from her tent. In the quiet night these bugles
sounded more like a super tanker getting
ready to leave its dock.
Meanwhile Trip 2, with leader Greg
Holman and Amy and Dave Leisure, Tom
Heath, Tom Dodd, Paul Molnoski, and
Debra Marshall, set up camp near Spring
Cabin. The wet year in the White Mountains
produced a flow from the spring down the
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hill from camp. The water ran from a plastic
pipe into a wooden trough.
Greg reports, "a four mile day hike took
us to Argentina Spring where we met eight
horse back riders coming down the hill.
Later, we found two empty beer bottles they
had left along the trail. The hike followed a
two mile loop from Argentina Spring back
around Little Argentina Canyon, where we
took a break on the ridge looking out over
the canyon, then returned to camp.
Everyone enjoyed the open meadows and
views. That night we saw lighting all around
us, but it only rained about five minutes."
Trip 3, lead by Bill Greer, picked up water
at Spring Cabin and carried it a mile or so
on to camp. The thunderstorm flanked Bill
and his group of two, Cari Henkin and John
Hill, as well, "with a great light show out on
the desert in front of us, then left just a
sprinkle as it split to each side of us after
everyone had gone to bed."
Sunday Morning, Trip 4 started the day
collecting some trash of previous campers,
then started hiking at a leisurely pace; after
all we had climbed an extra 600 feet the
day before, leaving 600 feet less to ascend
on day two. It took less than an hour on the
Crest Trail to reach the reliable spring near
the head of the Tree Rivers Canyon at an
elevation of 10,000 feet. This spring was a
watering station for Trips 3, 4, and 5.
Dropping packs behind a wind beaten
evergreen, the group day hiked on the Crest
Trail toward Ski Apache. Last year, with
wind in excess of 30 mph and gusts to 40
mph, it was a struggle to stand up and
every moment I felt like I was about to be
blown off the ridge. Not this year as the
weather was less volatile. The view from
this ridgeline trail is unparalleled: to the east
the South Fork Rio Bonito and to the west
White Sands National Monument almost
8,000 feet below. The snow along the trail
got deeper and deeper so we turned
around after reaching elevation of 11,100 ft.
Returning at mid-afternoon to the spring,
Trip 4 met a group of three backpackers
from the El-Paso Group of the Sierra Club.
Their group leader was Wesley Leonard,
Chairman of the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance. When they found out that we are
heading for the same camp site along the
Bluefront Ridge, the race began. We were
about 10 minutes ahead of them when
Wesley, who is a strong hiker, left his buddies behind and charged forward passing
us. Our group stayed together a good distance ahead of the other two El-Paso

Sierrans. After two and half miles, Wesley
dropped his pack and apparently decided to
camp at a different camp site and walk back
to help his group. Thirty minutes later we
arrived at our camp site--a clearing in the
forest surrounded by large spruce and fir
trees. It had a fire ring, sitting logs and fairly flat ground on which to set stoves. Dinner
started early, Robert had a hard time deciding what to cook, after all he had brought
with him five dinners for two nights. We
helped him with the pasta primavera and
the Southwestern rice and beans.
For Trip 3, Sunday was a little warm for
the hike up White Horse Hill but the occasional breeze to help kept them cool. Bill
reports, "We saw very few other hikers after
we got away from the trailhead. The views
coming across the Crest Trail and going up
White Horse Hill were great. Anyone who
missed this one made a big mistake."
After breaking camp, Trip 2 proceeded to
the Crest Trail with a lunch stop on the west
side of the ridge looking out over White

Sands. The group topped out at an elevation of 9,227 feet. After lunch they hiked on
to Bonito Seep near White Horse Hill where
they observed the Trip 3 group climbing
White Horse Hill Trail. Proceeding up and
across Bonito Creek they claimed the only
flat spot with enough space for six tents for
their final night.
Trip 4 left camp right on time Monday
morning for the 4.5 mile, 3,000 foot descent
to the bottom of South Fork Rio Bonito on
the Bluefront trail, an outstandingly beautiful walk during the spring. We passed many
areas covered completely with wild flowers-mostly Irises. Every switchback was a picture opportunity. Kent took first place in picture taking. With over 300 pictures, he
almost needed mole skin on his trigger finger.
At the bottom of the trail we found a very
pleasant site near the stream and declared

See White Mountains on
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Above: John Hill descends the hill, White Mountains, New Mexico
Top of page: Trip 3 descends the South Fork Trail, White Mountains, New Mexico
Photos by Bill Greer
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Texas Legislative Session
a Defensive Victory
But Historic Opportunities
Were Missed
Sierrans Needed At

A

ccording to our state Sierra Club
director Ken Kramer and other
environmental allies, the 2005
Texas legislative session that just ended
was a defensive victory for environmental
forces, but the Legislature missed opportunities to make historic advances on
environmental issues and the management of natural resources.
Ken Kramer commented, "The environmental community, in cooperation with
other interests, stopped major anti-environmental legislation from passing this session, and we are pleased with that outcome. At the same time, however, the
Legislature failed to enact historic legislation on protection of river flows for fish and
wildlife and missed the opportunity to make
major advances on water conservation,
parkland acquisition, renewable energy
goals, and radioactive waste management.
Some progress was made in some environmental areas, but nothing of the magnitude necessary to successfully address
critical quality of life and natural resource
issues facing our state."
Successes were made in this legislative
session in stopping anti-environmental
assaults including the defeat of legislation
that would have undermined the rights of
citizens to contest pollution permits,
restricted the ability of local governments to
adopt water pollution control measures,
and weakened enforcement actions against
rock crushers and concrete plants.
Sierra Club and other environmental
groups were also able to avoid efforts to
weaken regulation of uranium mining and
restrict changes in the laws affecting open
burning of trash and discharge of oil into
water," added Cyrus Reed, who helped
lobby for the Sierra Club during the session,
"but our legislative efforts to protect Texas
from becoming the dumping ground for the
nation's radioactive wastes were thwarted
by the lobbyists for the company that will
profit from these wastes at our expense."
"Perhaps the most disappointing outcome of the session was the failure of the
Legislature to enact the environmental flow
recommendations of an interim Study
Commission and the major water conservation and land stewardship recommendations of an interim Water Conservation Task
Force, all of which had widespread support
from diverse interests and basically no
opposition," Kramer said. "In the end those
issues apparently succumbed to the problems caused by the strained relationship
between the House and Senate leadership
over other unrelated matters." Kramer did
note that some water conservation legislation did pass that will promote efficient use
of existing water resources.
"If there is a special session at some
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A Press Conference was held on the front steps of the Waxahachie City Hall
prior to an administrative hearing on a permit for Texas Industries (TXI) to
remove its pollution controls off its Midlothian kiln operations. Four major TV
stations and two newspapers covered the event.

Region C Water Meeting

F
TXI Asks to Remove Pollution Controls
A

lmost one hundred concerned citizens packed the Waxahachie City
Hall on June 7th during an administrative hearing to establish party status for
a contested case hearing on a new permit
where Texas Industries (TXI) has applied
to remove its pollution controls allowing
higher emissions.
TXI is reneging on a previous commitment from the late 1990's to continually use
a pollution control device called a regenerative thermal oxidizer, claiming that it hurts
their ability to remain competitive with other
cement makers and meet current demands
for cement supply.
The modified permit, if granted, would
allow TXI to exponentially increase its
release of volatile organic compounds
(VOCs), a smog component, by more than
640% during ozone season, and more than
20 times its current amount of VOCs during
the nonozone season. At this time, the
Sierra Club and other organizations have
not determined if the shut off of this particular device will result in an increase of hundreds of other pollutants.
The state environmental agency, the
Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ), has asked for recommendations on the permit to be forwarded to
them by the administrative law judge by
June 7, 2006. At the conclusion of the
three-hour Waxahachie hearing more

than
twenty
parties,
including
Downwinders at Risk and Blue Skies
Alliance, were given status allowing them
to participate in the contested case hearing against the pollution device removal.
Both TXI and attorneys for the opposing
parties agreed to meet and try mediation
to reach an agreement over the pollution
control removal application before moving
forward with further proceedings on the
contested case hearing.
Ellis County, home to TXI's cement operation in question, is now part of our local
16-county nonattainment area after being
added to the region's ozone-violation area
in June 2004. Sierra Club and others have
determined that TXI is the area's largest
point source of pollution, generating as
much as 600,000 cars worth of ozone-producing pollution in conjunction with dangerous releases of dioxin, mercury,
arsenic, benzene, and hundreds of other
toxic chemicals.
In 2003, Ellis County was tenth in the
state's toxic release inventory for the number of pounds of pollutants released into
our air-- over 1,500,000 tons. None of the
other local sixteen nonattainment counties
are in this top ten violator list.
Rita Beving
Conservation Chair

DFW Sierra Singles
JULY 11 (MON) DFW SIERRA SINGLES DINNER, 7:00 PM
Join other Sierra Singles for a casual dinner and conversation at a local restaurant.
Watch the Sierra Singles email list or check the web site for details.

AUGUST 1 (MON) DFW SIERRA SINGLES DINNER, 7:00 PM
Join other Sierra Singles for a casual dinner and conversation at a local restaurant.
Watch the Sierra Singles email list or check the web site for details.
You can sign up for the Dallas area Sierra Singles email list by going to
www.DallasSierraClub.org and following the Sierra Singles link. If you would like to help
organize DFW Sierra Singles events or want further information, contact Sue Schaeffer
at 972-304-0974 or 972-979-8555 (C) or sueschaeffer@comcast.net, or contact Paul Heller
at 972-620-1703 or psheller@comcast.net.

Page 2
6

July 11

July 2005

or more than four years, the Dallas
Sierra Club has worked to convince
local officials and our local water planning group, Region C, to look at common
sense conservation measures and to utilize
existing reservoirs before considering
building unneeded and damaging projects
like Marvin Nichols and Fastrill in East
Texas. During this process, the Sierra Club
and other organizations have determined
that existing water sources will supply
approximately 33% more water than we to
the entire region beyond the planning horizon of 2060.
We are now coming to a critical time
where public comments will be heard on a
draft water plan for our local region, which
will soon thereafter be submitted to the
Texas Water Development Board. If you
can make it, we need as many Sierrans
and other citizens as possible to come to
a public hearing on Monday, July 11th at
the Trinity River Authority at 6500
Singleton in Grand Prairie at 1:00 pm. We
need citizens to urge the Region C Water
Planning Group to fully utilize existing
supplies for our water needs instead of
considering building unneeded and damaging reservoirs.
If you can attend, please call Rita Beving,
Dallas Sierra Conservation Chair at 214373-3808, email rita@dallassierraclub.org, or
call Beth Johnson at 214-902-9260.

Directions: The Trinity River Authority is
located south of Texas Stadium and north
of I-30 off Loop 12. Take Loop 12 south of
Hwy.183 and exit on Singleton. Head west
from the service road on Singleton --it will
deadend at the Trinity River Authority. Tell
the person at the gate you are there for the
Region C meeting and they will direct you
to the correct building. From downtown,
take I-30 to Loop 12. Head north and catch
the Singleton exit right away. Take a left, go
under the overpass, and head west to the
Trinity River Authority.
For more information on the club's position
on future water supply and the threat of
these proposed reservoirs, access
dallassierraclub.org or savetexasrivers.com.
Rita Beving
Conservation Chair

The Compass

The Compass

July 2005

7

