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IT'S THE ONE ANNUAL EVENT YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS!

SIERRA HOLIDAY PARTY

SIERRA CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY

MOVES BACK TO

Sunday, December 12

WINFREY POINT

Now Back at the Popular Winfrey Point on
White Rock Lake from 7-10 p.m.

The annual Sierra Club holiday party will
be held Sunday, December 12th at 7:00 p.m.
at its old familiar spot -- Winfrey Point near
White Rock Lake (See map on page 1.)
Winfrey Point has been recently remodeled and will sport a brand new look for the
party. The night promises to be an evening of
fun, fellowship, and entertainment. Bring a
covered dish to share in addition to your table
setting. Soft drinks will be provided. Feel
free to bring your favorite wine or sparkling
beverage.
There will also be a silent auction at the
party. Bring your checkbook to get great
buys on wonderful items donated by members and various retail supporters of Sierra
Club. Auction items will range from new and
gently used backpacking and camping gear
to date packages with restaurant and entertainment certificates, trips to out-of-state
destinations, antiques, books, and handcrafted art.
The admission fee is $8.00 (single) and
$14.00 (per couple.)

Fun! Fellowship! Pot Luck Dinner! Silent Auction!

HOLIDAY PARTY

VOLUNTEERS

N E E D E D

Volunteers are needed to help set up, decorate, and take down for the party. Trucks are
also needed to help pick up additional tables
for setting up as well as their return. If you
can donate a couple hours of your time,
please all Kelly Carlson at 972-359-9449 to
volunteer.

(Tickets: $8 - Individual/$14 - Couple)
This is the biggest event of the year!
Bring a potluck dish to share, your plate and utensils, and your checkbook
to get some of these great raffle/silent auction prizes!

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS 2004
Wine Tastings for 30
Condo Stay for up to 6 in Crested Butte
Eye Exam by an Opthamologist
Russian Art • Oil Paintings• Services • Biking and Camping gear
Restaurant certificates and other fabulous stuff!

To donate items, call Rita Beving at 214-373-3808.
This is our last chance to shore up our budget at the end of the year.
If you have a service, an item (new or gently used), gift certificates, etc. that
you can donate, please call Rita before the night of the party so we can get
your item ready for the auction list. Please get to us at least 2 days
before the party. All monies help the club's general fund.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
To volunteer, call Kelly Carlson at 972-359-9449.
We need lots of people to set up, decorate, and help take down after the party
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Northwest Hwy. (Loop 12)

Abra

All monies to benefit Sierra Club General Fund!

WINFREY
POINT

I-635 LBJ Fwy.

py.

North Central Expy. (Hwy. 75) to Buckner Blvd.
Turn right, heading south. Take a right and head
west on Garland Rd. Turn right onto Emerald
Isle and follow the road down and around to the
left to Winfrey Point which overlooks White Rock
Lake. If you go too far on Garland, you will run
into the Arboretum/dam area. (See Mapsco 37)

kne
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DIRECTIONS: Take Northwest Hwy. east from

Buc

If you can help the club with a holiday auction item, contact Rita Beving at 214-3733808. Auction items can be a new book
never read, a bottle of wine, or a new or gently used backpacking or camping accessory.
Perhaps your business could donate tickets
to a sporting event, a gift certificate from your
restaurant, bakery, gym or bar? Do you have
a service such as a masseuse, salon, or any
other service a Sierra member could use or
enjoy? If so, we'd love to hear from you.
All proceeds will directly benefit the Dallas
Sierra Club's general fund.

tral Ex

HOLIDAY AUCTION

Don't forget! The party is now back at the newly
remodeled Winfrey Point!

N. Cen

ITEMS NEEDED FOR
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Letter From Chair
Our Challenge in 2005: Speaking to a Culturally Conservative
Electorate about the Environment
The election results were not what we hoped for, but I believe this much is true: this
was not an anti-environment vote. I believe the electorate voted their fears about terrorism and their cultural conservatism, but the environment was on the minds of very
few voters. Our post-election work is to identify and build on the connections
between environmental protection and the conservative values held by the majority
of North Texans. There is plenty of common ground to build on if we learn how to
uncover it and communicate effectively to those who do not identify the environment
as a high priority.
The Club's conservation mission has two components: activism and education.
Activism includes "fighting the good fight": lobbying state and local policy makers to
preserve and enforce existing environmental legislation, enact new policies, and resist
pressure to spend public money on projects that are unnecessary and environmentally damaging. It also includes the political activism necessary to get pro-environment
candidates elected to office. It is the most high-profile aspect of our work.
But public education is an equally important component of our conservation mission. Through public education we can build support for public officials making difficult decisions about policies that are in our long-term best interests but which require
sacrifice or a change of behavior in the short term. We must focus as much energy
on this educational aspect of our mission as we do on the activist aspect of our work.
In 2005 we will need activists and advocates to:
- Lobby the Legislature to preserve and enforce existing environmental protections;
- Educate local residents about environmental issues close to home, such as recycling and water conservation;
- Arrange speaking opportunities in North Texas for nationally-known experts in
areas such as renewable energy and the relationship of the environment to national
security;
- Write newspaper articles and letters to the editor; and
- Do public advocacy in radio essays and TV appearances.
From time to time a well-meaning person gives me advice that usually starts with:
"What the Sierra Club should do is…" I try to listen appreciatively and invite that person to come help us with our work. In an environment of limited resources, we must
choose our battles. Our effectiveness is directly related to the size of our volunteer
force. The more volunteers we have, the more people we can educate, and the more
issues we can take on. We must move on from the disappointments at the ballot box
and focus again on our mission of activism and advocacy, holding fast to our vision
of sustainability for our children and future generations.

Ann Drumm
Dallas Sierra Club Chair
214-350-6108
ann@dallassierraclub.org

11/3 • 1/5 First Wednesday. Executive
Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI 2nd
floor metting room (I-635 between Welch
Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to
discuss Club projects, policy and
finances. All members are welcome to
attend and participate. Call Ann Drum at
214-350-6108.
11/8 • 1/10 Monday before the General
Meeting. Deadline for electronic materials to be submitted to the Compass
E-mail editor@dallassierraclub.org or
deliver diskettes to editors during the
General Meeting.
11/10 • 1/12 Second Wednesday. Sierra
Club General Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Come to the General Meeting at
Greenhill School located at the corner of
Midway and Spring Valley. Check
www.dallasseirraclub.org for directions.
Come early to pick up activity materials
and afterwords join the socializing at
Juan’s Cantina.
11/17 • 1/19 Third Wednesday. Outings
Comittee Meeting Outings Committee
meeting 7:00 PM at REI (MAPSCO 14Q) to
discuss schedules and issues. All outings
leaders, future outings leaders, and interested Sierrans are welcome. The December
meeting will be the annual Outings
Committee Picture Party. See next month's
outings list for details. Call Mick Nolen at
972-991-9351 for more information.
11/24 • 1/26 Fourth Wednesday.
Newsletter Party 7:00PM at the Chruchill
Recreation Center at Hillcrest &
Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help
sort, bundle and label the newsletter.
Socializing afterward. Contact Charlotte
Forst at 972-248-7581.

CALL TODAY
2

December 2004

The Compass

COMPASS AD SALES
Volunteer needed to sell advertising in The Compass.
Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

MEMBERSHIP & VOLUNTEER TEAM
Join our newest committee and help organize volunteer activities, plan social events and
community outreach. Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

COMPASS REPORTER
Write an occasional article about events going on in the Dallas group.
Contact editor@dallassierraclub.org

he 2004 election season has come
and gone, but not before many
Dallas Sierrans volunteered countless hours of their time to help elect proenvironmental candidates endorsed by the
Lone Star Chapter and the National
Political Committee. While most of the
endorsed candidates in Dallas County
were not successful, the overall success
rate for election of Lone Star Chapterendorsed candidates around the state was
very good. Twenty of the 28 Texas House
and Senate endorsed candidates won their
races. Two of those races were decided by
less than one percent of the vote. In a local
U.S. House race, Congresswoman Eddie
Bernice Johnson was re-elected in the 30th
Congressional district.
Dallas Sierrans can take great pride in

the contributions they made to these campaigns during the past few weeks. Our
presence walking the precincts and working
the phone banks was duly noticed and sincerely appreciated by the candidates and
their staffs. Thanks to all of you who helped
in Martin Frost's valiant congressional
effort, especially Arthur Kuehne who served
as the volunteer coordinator. Thanks also to
those of you who worked in the state house
campaigns of Katy Hubener, Harriett Miller,
Martin Woodward and Mike Moore. Some
of our candidates came very close to winning in hard fought contests. Your contributions were greatly appreciated.
David Griggs
Political Chair

D E C E M B E R ’ S

RECYCLING TEAM NEEDS PUBLIC SPEAKERS

P R O G R A M

Outings Slideshow 2004:

Talk to community groups about recycling. We’ll train you and give you handouts for
your audiences. Great advocacy opportunity! Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

Outings Heros
T

HOLIDAY PARTY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to help set up, decorate, and take down for the party. Trucks are
also needed to help pick up additional tables for setting up as well as their return. If you can
donate a couple hours of your time, please all Kelly Carlson at 972-359-9449 to volunteer.

his year the annual outings slide show is dedicated to all of our Leaders: Backpack, Dayhike,
Canoe, Bus, Bike, and Carcamp. They are the
ones that make sure we get to the places where we
take all of these wonderful pictures and see the beautiful sights. So if you climbed a hill, paddled a river or
just hiked the day, come and enjoy the show and let
them know you had fun.

ITEMS NEEDED FOR HOLIDAY AUCTION
If you can help the club with a holiday auction item, contact Rita Beving at 214-3733808. Auction items can be a new book never read, a bottle of wine, or a new or gently used backpacking or camping accessory. Perhaps your business could donate tickets to a sporting event, a gift certificate from your restaurant, bakery, gym or bar? Do
you have a service such as a masseuse, salon, or any other service a Sierra member
could use or enjoy? If so, we'd love to hear from you.
All proceeds will directly benefit the Dallas Sierra Club's general fund.

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are held the second Wednesday of
each month. Meetings are open to all
interested persons. The meetings are
held at Greenhill School located at
the corner of Midway and Spring
Valley. Please enter from Hornet
Drive. Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for
directions. (Mapsco 14F)

Hornet

Greenhill School
Spring Valley

Tollway

INNER CITY OUTINGS (ICO)
Sierra Club outreach program provides hikes and camping to disadvantaged youth.
Special fall volunteer orientation meeting/dinner being planned. For details, watch website (www.dallassierraclub.org) or contact Liz Wheelan at Lizwico@aol.com or 214-739-2269.

POLITICAL VOLUNTEERS APPRECIATED
T

Midway

Announcements

LBJ Freeway

mattwales@aol.com
The Compass
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Sierra Club Outings
www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking
Canoeing

DEC 3 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the December
Outings List and January Newsletter.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@DallasSierraClub.org

Car Camping
Cycling
Day Hiking
Education
Fishing
Service Project
Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:
outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members
and non-members. Some trips may require special
qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each
outing / trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and
assume no responsibility above that of trip organizer. If you have a medical problem, it is your
responsibility to inform the leader before the outing
/ trip. Outing / Trip leaders are encouraged to participate in training and classes to increase their
skills, but they are not paid professionals. They will
assist you within their limitations. It is the responsibility of the participant to be aware of any personal
limitations before going on an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings. Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or
outing start point. Leaders cannot assign carpools,
but may help coordinate ride sharing for energy
conservation and to promote fellowship. All noncommercial transportation is the responsibility of
the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary,
but the costs are shared. The usual method of
sharing transportation cost is for all riders in the car,
including the driver, to divide the cost of transportation equally. The recommended method of computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by $0.13 a
mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and $0.19
for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or some
other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate
in an outing contact the leader, who will decide if
the trip you are interested in is suitable for you
based on your capabilities and the demands of the
trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people
allowed on a given outing / trip. Reservations are
necessary for outings unless otherwise noted. If
you must cancel, inform the leader as soon as possible so that someone else can go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who
has volunteered his / her free time to allow you to
go on the trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you are interested in becoming a leader,
contact either the Outings Chair or the appropriate
Outings Committee Coordinator on the newsletter
back page.
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DEC 9 (THU) BACKPACK AND CAR
CAMP LEADER TRAINING If you would
like to lead day hiking, car camping or
backpacking trips for the Dallas Sierra
Club, you should mark your calendar for
this special evening of training. You will
learn everything you need to know to lead
these trips. In addition, we will schedule
field training, a practice hike. The class
will be held at REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway,
Farmers Branch (north side of LBJ
between Midway Rd and Welch Rd.) from
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. The class is free and
no advance registration is required.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org
Arthur Kuenhe
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

DEC 11 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas Sierra
Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda Plaza
(on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital, just
north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J) at
8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244(H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

DEC 15 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
HOLIDAY PARTY We will be having our
Annual Holiday Party instead of a meeting.
It's Potluck, so bring a dish to share and
your eating utensils. Cari Henkin will be our
host, she lives at 5419 Morningside Ave.
(upper Greenville area), Dallas 75206.
We'll meet at 7pm.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org
JAN 7 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the January Outings
List and February Newsletter.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@DallasSierraClub.org

JAN 8 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas Sierra
Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda Plaza
(on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital, just
north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J) at
8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244(H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

JAN 15 (SAT) BABYHIKE AT ARBOR
HILLS NATURE PRESERVE Meet at
11:00AM near the pavilions. Arbor Hills is
located at 6701 W. Parker Rd. in Plano just
west of Midway Rd. We will walk 4 to 6
miles mainly on a paved path and some on
a dirt trail. No reservations, just show up.
Make sure to bring your picnic lunch!
Leaders: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org
JAN 19 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning local
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org

JAN 20 (THU) ADVANCED BACKPACKING CLASS Are you ready to do some
more challenging backpacking? This class
give you some of the information you need
to increase your skill and start having even
more fun and rewarding backpacking
experiences. Topics will include: cold
weather backpacking, long trips, off-trail
trips, fly-drive trips, backpacking in other
countries, and lightweight backpacking.
The class will start promptly at 6:30 PM
and end at about 8:45 PM at REI (north
side of LBJ / I-635, between Midway and
Welch). Cost is $10 for Sierra Club members and $15 for non-members. No need
to sign up in advance. Just show up with
the class fee (check or cash only) and
something to take notes with.
Coordinator: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

FEB 12 (SAT) BEGINNER BACKPACKING AND CAMPING CLASS Aimed at
beginners, this class is an ideal way to learn
about backpacking. Topics include: wilderness ethics, outdoor clothing, boots, backpacks, tents, sleeping bags, cookware,
food, and preparing for a trip. Instructors
are experienced Dallas Sierra Club leaders.
There will be time for questions and a
hands-on look at outdoor gear. Lunch of
backpacking food is included. You will also
have the opportunity to learn about, and
sign up for, several beginner backpacking
trips. The class will be held at REI
(Recreational Equipment, Inc.) in the second floor program room. REI is at 4515 LBJ
Freeway, north side, between Midway and
Welch. The class will start promptly at
10:30 AM and will end at about 6:00 PM.
The fee is $20 for Sierra Club members and
$30 for non-members (you can sign up to
be a Sierra Club member at the class). No
reservations are necessary, just show up.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

December 2004

FEB 19 - 20 (SAT - SUN) WALK THE
OUACHITA, SEGMENTS 3, 4, & 5 This trip
includes 14.6 miles from Horsethief Springs
Trailhead to Pashubbe Trailhead. Drive up
Friday night (can stay at Winding Stair
Campground on Scenic Hwy 1). Saturday's
hike is 10.6 miles to Big Cedar Creek. Then
4 miles on Sunday before driving home.
The first 4 miles on Saturday are almost
flat; about 65% of remainder is downhill.
Great views and plenty of water. One of the
Ouachita Trail's "most outstanding" hikes.
Rated: Moderate (for distance).
Leader: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org

FEB 25 - MAR 1 (FRI - TUE) 7TH ANNUAL
TAOS BUS TRIP Don't miss out! The Taos
Bus trip accommodates people with a wide
range of interests and physical abilities. All
trips are in the area of Taos, New Mexico.
• Trip 1 tours historic and environmental
sites to better understand local concerns.
• Trip 2 downhill skis the Taos Ski Basin.
• Trip 3 snowshoes to the high altitude
Williams Lake. All three trips stay at El
Pueblo Lodge enjoying the hot tub, heated
pool, and dinner at any of several places
in Taos.
• Trip 4 backpacks to a heated yurt to stay
two nights above the snow and snowshoe
during the day. You can enjoy a weekend in
the snow without having to backpack a lot of
winter equipment.
• Trip 5 backpacks the strenuous, traditional
snow route to summit New Mexico's second
highest point, Wheeler Peak.
On the last day, you have a choice to
soak in a remote hot springs (clothing
optional by local tradition) or wander the
historic and commercial areas of downtown
Taos. Our chartered sleeper bus will leave
Dallas at 6:00pm Friday evening and return
Tuesday morning between 5:00am and
6:00am. Keep an eye on the outings list for
more details to come.
Leader: Bill Beach
(214)662-3224
bbeach45@sbcglobal.com

MAR 18-22 (FRI-TUE) GILA WILDERNESS ADVANCED BACKPACKING TRIP
The Gila Wilderness is located in southwestern New Mexico, approximately 900
miles from Dallas. Car pooling will be
encouraged. The journey includes a backpack trip of 24 miles over three days on the
Crest Trail (USFS trail 182). Start at the
Sandy Point trailhead at 9100 feet. The trail
quickly climbs a ridge to 10000 feet. The
trail passes Whitewater Baldy Peak
(10,895í ñ highest point in the Wilderness),
Center Baldy (10535í), Hummingbird
Saddle (10400í), ending at Mogollon Baldy
(10770í). The view from Hummingbird
Saddle of Whitewater Baldy is one of the
most breathtaking views in the Wilderness.
The view from Whitewater Baldy of

Outings List continues on
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Whitewater Creek is also superb. Tracks of
coyotes, lions, bears, deer, and elk can
sometimes be found on this trail. This backpack trip is considered difficult. In addition
to the hike, we will visit the Gila Cliff
Dwellings National Monument.
Leaders: David Van Winkle
Emil Raggi
972-562-7174
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

APR 2 - 3 (SAT - SUN) EASY BACKPACK
TRIP ON THE PRETTIEST SECTION OF
THE OUACHITA TRAIL This trip through
the Flatside Wilderness area covers only
10.6 miles through a well-watered area of
the trail. The scenery is superior to any
other area. Sunday we will exit at the
Flatside Pinnacle. Everyone is encouraged
to bring a lunch for Sunday. We will climb
the pinnacle to eat and to enjoy the
scenery. This is segment 17 of the Walk The
Ouachita program.
Leader: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

APR 2 - 3 (SAT - SUN) WOMEN'S ONLY
BACKPACKING TRIP TO ROBBERS
CAVE Drive up Friday night (only about 35
mi. east of McAlester, OK.) and camp in
the state park--real rest rooms available
before and after our outing! Saturdayís
hike with pack is 4.75 miles to a primitive
campground--we'll do an optional 3.2 mile
hike over to Lost Lake / Robbers Cave after
setting up camp. Local legend says that the
James Gang and Belle Starr were the first
regular visitors to wander through the
unusual, huge rock formations in this area.
On Sunday, we'll reverse our trail (4.75
miles) back to the cars. This trip may
involve some up’s and down’s on little
Oklahoma hills, but is generally rated an
EASY backpack.
Leaders: Cari Henkin
chenkin@sbcglobal.net
214 826-5461
Laura Kimberly

Main Sources: Gulf of Mexico, Imported Fish

A

recently released study Galveston
and Houston area seafood found
hazardous levels of mercury present in some fish, but found other fish to
be safe.
"Whether you catch it, buy it, or order it in
a restaurant, anyone at risk of getting too
much mercury in their diet should pay
attention to these results," said Jane
Laping, executive director of Mothers for
Clean Air. Public health officials express the
most concern about young children,
women of child-bearing age and anyone
who eats fish at most or all meals. "The
good news is that there are plenty of safe
fish to eat. The bad news is that your
favorite fish may be unsafe."
Four area residents provided the fish
samples for analysis by a certified laboratory to determine the mercury content. Three
of the samples had mercury levels that
were at unsafe levels for many people. The
report also describes other known sources
of mercury contaminated fish in the
Galveston and Houston areas. The general
overall findings were as follows:
* Large predator fish generally have high
levels of mercury. King mackerel, caught off
Galveston Island, and store-bought swordfish and yellowfin tuna had unsafe levels of
mercury. The report also documents
canned tuna and lake-caught bass with
unsafe levels of mercury.
* Fish from Galveston Bay tended to
be safe.
* Farmed fish were also safe.
The findings of this study are similar to
findings from previous studies done elsewhere across the nation. This study was
unusual in sampling such a wide range of

sources, as well as emphasizing that some
fish are safe to eat.
"As a nation, we can either expect every
individual to educate him or herself about
which fish are safe to eat, or we can
require those who are causing this health
problem to stop mercury pollution," said
John D. Wilson, executive director of the
Galveston-Houston Association for Smog
Prevention. "For example, it is considered
safe to eat canned "light" tuna, but it is
considered unsafe for many people to eat
more expensive or gourmet tuna such as
albacore and yellowfin."
"I think every restaurant and grocery
store should be required to post a warning
notice in the menu or at the counter, listing which fish might have unsafe levels of
mercury," said Bryan Parras, a study participant. "That won't solve the problem,
though, since I often eat fish caught by
friends and relatives. What should I do,
pre-screen my dinner with an environmental laboratory?"
The ultimate source of the mercury that
ends up in fish is air pollution, especially
from coal-fired power plants. Texas is the
nation's largest source of mercury emissions, including a large amount from the
W.A. Parish power plant in Fort Bend
County. The US Environmental Protection
Agency is currently considering rules to
reduce mercury emissions from power
plants. The current proposals have been
widely criticized by environmental organizations and many state health and environment officials as too weak and too slow.
A guide to eating safe and sustainable
seafood is available on the Mothers for
Clean Air and GHASP websites at
www.mothersforcleanair.org and www.ghasp.org.
Copies of the study are also available from
these 2 groups.

C A L L TO DAY

October 30-31 Caney Creek
Beginner Backpack trip. Sue
Schaeffer crosses Caney Creek.
Photo by Kent Trulsson.
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NEIGHBORING
SIERRANS GET
ENVIRONMENTAL

Sierra Club "Get Out The Vote" Campaign

Mobilized Environmental Voters

VICTORY T

I

t's nice to see a happy ending every once
in awhile. In mid-October, the Fort Worth
Sierra Club, along with the National
Resource Defense Council (NRDC), the
Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, the
Texas AFL-CIO, the International Heat &
Frost Insulators & Asbestos Workers, and
the Handley Coalition for Environmental
Justice won a victory in the cleanup of a
dilapidated and asbestos-laced Cowtown
Inn in Ft. Worth. It was a great grassroots
organizing coalition effort bringing together
labor organizers, environmental advocates,
trial lawyers, students, community residents, and local religious leaders which
delivered results -- to clean up a Fort Worth,
east-side eyesore.
The City of Ft. Worth announced that it
will now spend $1.1 million to demolish the
old Cowtown Inn after the federal government put the brakes on a plan to use the old
motel as a test for a new and controversial
asbestos-removal method which the environmental community considered risky.
Work could begin as early as January, putting an end to the one-time roadside attraction that eventually became a flash point in
a national debate over cleanup of neighborhood decay.
"The bottom line is, where there's a will,
there's a way," Mayor Mike Moncrief said.
The announcement was met with
applause and drew praise from neighborhood leaders and environmentalists.
"It's gratifying that the Fort Worth City
Council has done the right thing and sided
with public health," said John Walke, clean
air director for the Natural Resources
Defense Council, a Washington, D.C.based environmental group that had
opposed the experimental method.
Final approval of the plan could come in
December after contractor bids for the demolition are reviewed. The 66,000-square-

Victory continues on

Page 7

he Sierra Club's 2004 electoral
efforts resulted in an unprecedented
turnout by new environmental voters
in a presidential election. Sierra Club
Votes, the national grassroots organization's "527" campaign, targeted nearly
500,0000 prospective environmental voters in nine battleground states with a massive canvassing, phone banking and direct
mail effort.
"Our goal was to make people who care
about environmental issues vote in record
numbers," said Sierra Club Executive
Director Carl Pope. "We succeeded, and
mobilized hundreds of thousands of new
environmental voters."
Sierra Club Votes staff and volunteers
made 4.7 million direct contacts. These
contacts included over 1 million doorknocks, 1.5 million phone calls, 2.2 pieces
of direct mail and 350,000 emails.
Additionally, the campaign recruited more
than 12,000 new volunteers - including
more young people and minorities than
ever before.
"The Sierra Club has never been
stronger, and the environmental community building work we've done over the last
two years is the right foundation for the
future," continued Pope. "Our members
and new activists will continue to work
together to hold the Bush administration,
Congress and corporate special interests
accountable for their destructive environmental policies and practices."
In addition to its Sierra Club Votes campaign, the Sierra Club mobilized its
members and political committee in the
2004 election:
MEMBER COMMUNICATION
Through its membership-focused program,
Sierra Club mobilized its 750,000 members
to vote and to help contact targeted voters
in battleground states. More than 250,000
of these members in 20 states were specifically targeted through an intense program
that included 1.5 million pieces of direct
mail and 1.5 million phone calls.

SIERRA CLUB POLITICAL COMMITTEE
The Sierra Club Political Committee
endorsed John Kerry, made over 220
House and Senate endorsements, and contributed nearly $400,000 to key races. The
Political Committee's support ultimately
helped secure over 170 victories.
"The Sierra Club's Political Committee
focused its financial resources on the closest, most competitive races in the country,"
said Joe Fox, Sierra Club Deputy Political
director. "The real strength of the Sierra
Club continues to be our members, and
there were Sierra Club volunteers in every
state in the country working for endorsed
candidates in Presidential, Senate, and
House races."

Two of the greatest victories
for the environmental community occurred in Illinois.
Senator-elect Barack Obama
and Congresswoman-elect
Melissa Bean.
Two of the greatest victories for the environmental community occurred in Illinois.
Senator-elect Barack Obama and
Congresswoman-elect Melissa Bean will
provide the kind of leadership - optimistic,
strong-willed, and conscientious - so desperately needed in our nation's capital.
Additionally, Connecticut voters wisely
chose to retain Congressman Chris
Shays, one of the strongest fighters for
responsible environmental policy on either
side of the aisle.
SIERRA CLUB EFFORTS
Pope predicted that the second term of
the Bush administration will attempt to
complete its dismantling of the environmental protections:
"We can expect more government secrecy, more suppression of basic scientific
data - even efforts to deny citizens the basic
right to appear in court to defend themselves and their communities against environmental assaults and dangers," he said.

"But our 750,000 members and new volunteers will not be deterred -- we will remain
active to hold the Bush administration and
Congress accountable. Congress will face
the judgment of the voters in two years. And
two years after that, both parties will again
be vying for the White House."
"The work the Sierra Club over the past
two years - rebuilding environmental community across this country - is the right
work. We're just going to have to reach
even more Americans to explain how the
Bush administration's environmental policies are putting their families at risk," continued Pope.
Greg Haegele, Sierra Club National
Political Director, said the Club's direct contact program targeted people who care
deeply about the environment, but had
voted infrequently in recent elections. "Our
objectives were to educate them about the
candidates' environmental records and to
convince them to vote," Haegele said. "Our
polling and research indicated that there
were enough voters who care about the
environment -- especially protecting clean
air, clean water and wilderness -- to make a
difference. The people we reached and
motivated has demonstrated the power and
potential of the environmental vote."
The Sierra Club Votes campaign has
been operating since January in New
Hampshire and since August in eight other
states, including Ohio, Florida, Nevada,
Pennsylvania, Oregon, New Mexico,
Minnesota and Wisconsin.
For the first time in its history, Sierra Club
also incorporated an Internet outreach
campaign into its voter education efforts.
The Sierra Club Votes website and coordinated email outreach were used to recruit
volunteers, educate voter targets, and disseminate information about events and
issues. The Internet outreach campaign
also helped coordinate the Club's Road to
Somewhere program, which permitted
members in non-battleground states to help
contact voters in battleground states.
Through the Road to Somewhere program, Sierra Club members signed up
to travel to targeted battleground state
for canvasses, make phone calls to voters, and send thousands of postcards
to targeted voters.

Buy Groceries
& Help the Sierra Club
If you shop at Tom Thumb - go to the service desk
and get a reward card by giving them the Sierra
Club #3941.They will explain how to use the card.
If you shop at Kroger - If you have a Kroger Sierra
Club Foundation Share Card, please use it. If you
don’t have one, watch future issues of the Compass
for information on how you can get one.
Each time you use these cards to buy groceries, the
club receives .05% of what you spend,
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Tarrant County Courthouse, Fort Worth
Photo by John Roberts, AIA

foot motel had been abandoned for 15
years, and residents of the surrounding
Handley neighborhood have been pressuring the city to remove it for almost as long.
The building has steadily deteriorated,
attracting vagrants, vandals and prostitutes.
Until recently Fort Worth officials had
balked for years at demolition because of
the cost of removing asbestos. Asbestos,
which was commonly used for insulation
and soundproofing in the 1950s and 1960s,
can cause cancer and other illnesses if its
fibers are inhaled. Traditional methods for
removing asbestos call for sealing a building or area with plastic while a specially
trained crew removes the asbestos materials by hand.
For the Cowtown Inn, the city had proposed using a so-called "wet method," in
which a mist of water is sprayed on the
building during demolition. Officials said
the mist prevents the asbestos from
becoming airborne and would save government agencies millions of dollars in
costs to remove abandoned structures.
The city sought approval from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to use
the experimental method, a move that
was watched closely by cities throughout
the country.
After mounting opposition to the experimental method, and faced with internal EPA

documents released by the NRDC in May
that questioned the safety -- the EPA
announced in July that it would do its own
tests before approving the Fort Worth demolition. The city has now decided to proceed with the more costly, conventional
demolition of the Cowtown Inn. The demolition will be funded by a $600,000 end-ofyear surplus in the general fund and
$500,000 from the city's special environmental fund.
City Councilman Donavan Wheatfall, who
represents the Handley area, said he is
pleased that the city will use a proven
asbestos-removal method. "Cleaning up the
site will clear the way for revitalization. This
is a real morale booster for that community,"
he said.
State environmental leaders were also
pleased. "The city fathers should be commended for making a wise, prudent decision to protect the community," said Neil
Carman, clean air program director for the
Sierra Club's Lone Star chapter in Austin.
"When you've got people living in the area,
I think it's just too risky."
Congratulations to the Ft. Worth Group
and Glenn Ford, its Conservation Chair for
taking the lead on this great success story,
along with their coalition partners.

Buy from us and support our
local conservation network
Purchase a calendar at our general
meeting or through our website:

www.dallassierraclub.org

WMI WILDERNESS FIRST AID COURSE
Sponsored by the Wilderness Medicine Institute of NOLS and REI (Recreational Equipment Inc.)

DATES:

January 29-30, 2005

COST:

$165.00 REI Cooperative Members (Tuition Only)
$185.00 Non-REI Cooperative Members (Tuition Only)

LOCATION:

Samuell Farm in Mesquite, Texas

COURSE
DESCRIPTION:

Fast paced and hands-on; this two- or three-day course covers a wide
range of wilderness medicine topics for people who travel in the outdoors. On this course, you'll learn how to prepare for the unexpected. WMI's curriculum is unique and includes many advanced topics
that other programs leave out such as dislocation reduction, focused
spinal assessment and epinephrine administration. In just two days,
you'll have the knowledge, skills and ability to make sound decisions
in emergency situations. This course is ideal for trip leaders, camp
staff, outdoor enthusiasts and individuals in remote locations. WMI's
course is pre-approved by such organizations as the American
Camping Association, the United States Forest Service, and other governmental agencies. This course is approved as a Wilderness First
Responder re-certification.

ENROLLMENT:

Enrollment is open to anyone age 16 and older.
Call or email John Jackson at jojacks@rei.com or 972-490-5989
for additional details and to pre-register.
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