H: 214-350-6108
H: 817-488-3489
H: 214-739-2269
H: 972-240-4141
H: 214-618-1424
H: 817-745-9988
W: 214-381-6546
H: 214-692-5907

anndrumm@swbell.net
john@dallassierraclub.org
annerowe@swbell.net
calvin@dallassierraclub.org
mhcolston@earthlink.net
bryan@dallassierraclub.org
liz@dallassierraclub.org
zsaggi@dallassierraclub.org

Political Coordinator
David Griggs

H: 972-406-9667

david@dallassierraclub.org
editor@dallassierraclub.org

Newsletter Editorial Board
Arthur Kuehne
Bryan Carpenter
Laura Kimberly
Mike Rawlins
Matt Wales
Webmaster
Kelly Carlson

H: 972-624-8534

Photography
Wendell Withrow

H: 972-416-2500

Sierra Club HQ / Austin

512-477-1729

Dallas Sierra Club

214-369-5543

Dallas Sierra Club
PO Box 800365
Dallas, Texas 75380
(214) 369-5543

Issue 1104
November 2004

kelly@dallassierraclub.org

November’s Program:. Wind River Wilderness Saga as told by Bill Greer on page 5.
Holiday Party: Get involved today! See ad on page 6.

ith Thanksgiving right around the
corner, it's time to sign up for the
Dallas Sierra Club's annual trip to
Big Bend National Park. We've been going
to Big Bend over the Thanksgiving Holiday
every year for the last 25 years. Is the Dallas
Group just crazy or is Big Bend National
Park really that good? Well, the answer is a
little of the former and a lot of the latter. Big
Bend is a place you don't want to miss this
year, or any year.
Our sleeper bus leaves Dallas on
Wednesday evening, November 24 and
returns early in the morning of Monday,
November 29. As buses go, our sleeper bus
is about as comfortable as a bus can be. We
will have four backpacking trips rated from
moderate to strenuous and one canoeing
trip through Boquillas Canyon where the
walls tower over 1,200 feet. One of the backpack trips will be on the Rancherias Trail in
the Big Bend Ranch State Natural Area (this
will be a strenuous trip just west of the
National Park). Some backpacking experience is required. Camping and canoeing
experience is required for the canoe trip.
The trip cost is $165 for Sierra Club members and $180 for non-members. Add $20 if
you want to hike the Rancherias Trail to
cover camping fees in the state park. Add
$115 if you want to do the canoe trip. This
pays for the canoe rental and shuttles. If
you've never been to Big Bend, you owe it to
yourself to visit one of the most spectacular
places in Texas. If you've been to Big Bend
before, either once or 50 times, join us for a
return visit. Check the outings list for sign up
details, or contact the bus leader, Arthur
Kuehne,
at
214-902-9260
or
arthur@akuehne.com if you have any questions.
Don't delay; trip sign up preference and bus
seating preferences are given in the order
that checks are received.

Thanksgiving Bus Trip to Big Bend National Park
W
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Wilderness Essentials For Your Car
by Bill Greer

M

ost everyone who has been hiking
for very long has heard about the
“10 essentials“, items you should
always have with you when hiking in the
wilderness. But what about the car that you
depend on to get you to and from the trailhead? Driving far from pavement is just as
different from driving in town as hiking in the
wilderness is different from walking around
White Rock Lake. It's not much fun to arrive
safely back at the trailhead and then have to
spend the night there because your car
wasn't prepared as carefully as you were.
Here are the “essentials“ for your car.

Cirque of the Towers: Bill Greer’s trip to the Wind River Wilderness is the subject of
November’s Program. Read more about the program on page 5.

Camping
by Pryor Lawson

A

s summer fades into a hot, sticky,
mosquito-bitten memory, the temperate weather of autumn draws
us away from our air conditioners and
swimming pools and into the great outdoors. Or so we may hope. In reality, city
dwellers often settle for the tried and true:
backyard barbecues, trips to the playground with the kids, or dining al fresco at
a nearby restaurant, usually within a
stone's throw of asphalt and the concomitant noise and air pollution.
So what's the alternative? Try an outing
with the Sierra Club!
If you've never experienced one before,
an “outing“ may be as simple as a morning
walk around White Rock Lake, or as challenging as a weeklong hiking and camping
trip to a true wilderness area, such as the
club's recent journey to the Weminuche
Wilderness in Colorado. For the beginner,
however, who wants to get away from it all
(but not too far away!), a weekend “car
camping“ trip may be the ideal start to a
beautiful friendship with nature.
Car camps are weekend outings where
you drive to an area, camp in the campground and spend the day hiking in the
local area. Backpacks and other special
gear are optional, and the entire family,
including small children, can often participate--some outings have an age restriction, however, so make sure the kids are
good to go before signing up. Upcoming
trips are listed on the Sierra Club
Outings page (where else?) of The
Compass, along with each trip's leader
and contact information. Call or e-mail
the leader of the trip you are interested
in, and he or she will be glad to give you
more information.
Speaking of leaders, these folks have
experience and training in group hikes and
campouts, so feel free to ask them questions about an upcoming trip that interests
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you. The leader will want to talk to you
about certain things before you commit to
a trip, including the following:
· Have you ever been on an outing
before? Most of us have gone "camping"
at an overcrowded state park, but, if you're
going to do any hiking at all, you'll need to
know what to expect, what to bring, etc.
Which leads to the next question…
· Do you have enough food and water for
the trip? We're not talking “catered
affairs,“ folks. Each person is responsible
for his or her own supply of water and
nourishing food.
· Do you have the right footwear? Even a
short hike in the wrong shoes can turn a
wonderful experience into a nightmare.
Your leader can steer you in the right
direction for stores that stock footwear
suitable for the trip.
· Do you have any known medical condition? While leaders are trained in first
aid and safety, they need to know of even
the slightest condition that might affect
your ability to handle the rigors of a hike.
“Don't ask, don't tell“ is not only dumb,
it's dangerous.

1> Carefully inspect your car. Before you
leave home check all fluids (oil, coolant,
transmission fluid, transfer case, battery,
brakes, washer fluid, etc.) Check tire pressure and condition. Worn or under inflated
tires are a worse idea off pavement than on.
Check all your lights to be sure they work
and have clean lenses. Dark mountain
roads are no place for “one eyed monsters.“
Be sure all engine belts and hoses are in
good shape.
2> Properly inflated spare tire. Preferably
full size rather than an undersize donut.
Unpaved roads are hard on tires designed
for highway use. I've seen many flats on the
way to and from the trailhead, but I've yet to
see a spare that had enough air in it. All
tires will loose pressure if ignored long
enough. If you haven't checked the thing
lately, it's flat. Be sure you know how to
change your tires. Know where your jack is.
3> Tire pump. Get one that plugs in to
your cigarette lighter. Often a flat just has a
slow leak and you can avoid changing a tire
by just pumping it up occasionally. The
pump is also handy when you are confronted with a flat tire and a flat spare. I have
used mine many times.

cold or you leave something turned on while
hiking you can easily return to your car without enough battery power for a start. A
good pair of jumper cables turns disaster
into a minor nuisance. Be sure you know
how to use them. Incorrect use can cause
a dangerous explosion or ruin two electrical
systems.
5> Tow strap. If you get stuck in a small
patch of ice or mud this can save waiting for
a tow truck. Be sure you have any extra
hardware needed for attaching to either end
of your car. Some cars will need a large,
heavy duty steel caribiner from any good
hardware store. Try it out to be sure you
know how to use it without damage.
6> Flares. If your car becomes disabled
on a dark night you can be in great danger
if you're not able to get far from the road.
Flares alert other drivers that there is a
problem ahead. Expend one of them to be
sure you know how to use them.
7> Plenty of fuel. Trailheads are often
many miles from the nearest fuel and rural
stations are often closed at night. Fill your
tank at the last large town before you head
back into the woods. Don't carry a gas can
in your trunk. That is really dangerous.
8>
Basic tools. Have an adjustable
wrench, screwdrivers, pliers, etc. Often
simple problems can be fixed on the spot.
9>
Window cleaner & paper towels.
Muddy unpaved roads can quickly render your windows and headlights
opaque. Flying blind down a mountain
road is no fun.
10> Good road maps. What happens if the
road you came in on floods or washes out?

See Car Essentials on
4>

Jumper cables. If the weather turns

For much more information, please visit
the “outing“ page on the Dallas Sierra
Club's website (http://texas.sierraclub.org/dallas/index.html). Remember, proper planning
allows you to maximize the pleasure of an
outing. We don't want your first trip to be
your last! The Sierra Club exists in part to
protect the heritage of our ever-dwindling
world of nature, so why not get out there
and enjoy it? As John Muir said, “In God's
wildness lies the hope of the world - the
great fresh unblighted, unredeemed
wilderness. The galling harness of civilization drops off, and wounds heal ere we
are aware.“
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Ain’t no mountain high
Devin, Zachary and
explore new heights at
Moutains
Wildlife
Oklahoma, in October.

enough:
Kenton
Wichita
Refuge,

1

The Compass
November 2004
Volume 100, Issue 1104
The Compass is the monthly publication of the
Dallas Regional Group of the Sierra Club.
Members of the Dallas Group support The
Compass and receive the publication as part of
their membership benefits.
Opt Out: You can download and view The
Compass at any time from our web site at
www.dallassierraclub.org. Just click on the
'Compass Online' link. If you don't want to receive
The Compass by mail, you can opt out at the
above web site location or by sending email to
cancelcompass@dallassierraclub.org. Include
your name and member number. Or send your
name and member number on a post card to
Cancel Compass, Dallas Sierra Club, P.O. Box
800365, Dallas TX 75380-0365
Subscriptions: The Compass is available to nonmembers by subscription for $12 per year. To
subscribe, send a check made payable to
"Dallas Sierra Club" to:
Newsletter Subscriptions:
Dallas Sierra Club
P.O. Box 800365
Dallas TX 75380-0365
Address Changes: To change your address,
send you name, old and new addresses and
member number to:
Sierra Club Member Services
PO Box 52968
Boulder, Colorado 80322-2968
or email the information to:
address.changes@sierraclub.org
Submissions: Article and photograph submissions are always welcome. Please send submissions by the deadlines given in the General
Calendar. Send submissions to the newsletter
editor at the e-mail address and phone number
listed on the back fold.
© 2004 Dallas Sierra Club

Letter From Chair
Election, New Year Bring New Opportunities for Volunteers
The election's over, and regardless of the outcome, I have one clear message for
Sierra Club members: It's time to come volunteer. We have a lot of work to do.
The State Legislature gets back to work in January, and the Sierra Club is getting
ready. The Lone Star Chapter conducts a Legislative Workshop every two years to
review the major environmental issues the legislature is likely to take up in its regular session and inform citizens about how they can affect the outcome, either from
the comfort of their own homes or in the hallways and offices of the State Capitol.
Issues likely to be on the table this session include preservation of open space and
wildlife habitat; water conservation and protection of flows in rivers and to bays and
estuaries; enforcement of environmental laws by our environmental agency, the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ); and nuclear waste disposal in
West Texas.
This year's workshop takes place at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in
Austin on Saturday, Nov. 13. Seeing the Wildflower Center is worth a trip in itself. Cost
(including lunch) is $20 if you register by Nov. 10, $25 at the door. Register through the
chapter website, www.texas.sierraclub.org or call 512-477-1729.
If you prefer to work locally, we have myriad opportunities in the Dallas Group.
Although the national Sierra Club has a paid staff to do a lot of the work on a national
level, everything we do locally is the product of volunteer efforts. One person with a
passion for an issue and the energy and leadership skills to direct a team effort can
make a tremendous difference. Volunteers are needed to go out in the community and
speak on topics that affect us everyday. Recycling, water conservation and air quality
rate high on the list of local priorities for public education.
Does public speaking give you the heebie-jeebies? Then consider writing for the
Compass on topics of local interest. Go interview your council member, attend a public forum or research an issue and submit an article. Pulitzer prize-quality writing is not
our standard; clear, concise, informative articles are what we're looking for.
The Sierra Club has a long tradition of teaching people to value and protect the natural world by taking them into the great outdoors. What better time to instill that value
than childhood? Get trained as an Outings leader and help us lead more family camping trips. Or join our Inner City Outings group and participate in wilderness experiences
with children who would otherwise never have the opportunity to get out of the city.
When you participate in the Sierra Club, you'll meet other like-minded people and will
see that you are not alone in your love of the environment and your desire to leave a
healthy legacy for future generations. As a volunteer for the nation's largest grassroots
environmental organization, you'll know that you are making a difference by educating
the public and policy makers on issues that really matter. You'll not only have fun and
make friends; you'll know that you are contributing in a positive way to the crying need
of our planet for peace and healing.
This is no time to sit on the sidelines. It's time for the celebration (or hand-wringing)
over the election to be over and for us to get back to our work. Our children are counting on us, and I'm waiting to hear from you.
Ann Drumm
Dallas Sierra Club Chair
214-350-6108
ann@dallassierraclub.org

GENERAL
CALENDAR
11/3 • 12/1 First Wednesday. Executive
Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI 2nd
floor metting room (I-635 between Welch
Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to
discuss Club projects, policy and
finances. All members are welcome to
attend and participate. Call Ann Drum at
214-350-6108.
11/8 • 12/6 Monday before the General
Meeting. Deadline for electronic materials to be submitted to the Compass
E-mail editor@dallassierraclub.org or
deliver diskettes to editors during the
General Meeting.
11/10 • 12/8 Second Wednesday. Sierra
Club General Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Come to the General Meeting at
Greenhill School located at the corner of
Midway and Spring Valley. Check
www.dallasseirraclub.org for directions.
Come early to pick up activity materials
and afterwords join the socializing at
Juan’s Cantina.
11/17 • 12/15 Third Wednesday. Outings
Comittee Meeting Outings Committee
meeting 7:00 PM at REI (MAPSCO 14Q) to
discuss schedules and issues. All outings
leaders, future outings leaders, and interested Sierrans are welcome. The December
meeting will be the annual Outings
Committee Picture Party. See next month's
outings list for details. Call Mick Nolen at
972-991-9351 for more information.
11/24 • 12/22 Fourth Wednesday.
Newsletter Party 7:00PM at the Chruchill
Recreation Center at Hillcrest &
Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help
sort, bundle and label the newsletter.
Socializing afterward. Contact Charlotte
Forst at 972-248-7581.

Car Essentials
from page 1
Have maps for the whole area.
11> Car Compass. It really helps keep
you oriented getting to & from the trailhead.
Take the Wilderness Navigation Class to
find out how to use it.
12> Roadside assistance. AAA or whatever your favorite is. A cell phone to contact
them might be nice but if you get very far
from major highways it's probably not going
to work.
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Announcements
INNER CITY OUTINGS (ICO)
Sierra Club outreach program provides hikes and camping to disadvantaged youth.
Special fall volunteer orientation meeting/dinner being planned. For details, watch website (www.dallassierraclub.org) or contact Liz Wheelan at Lizwico@aol.com or 214-739-2269.

COMPASS AD SALES
Volunteer needed to sell advertising in The Compass.
Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

MEMBERSHIP & VOLUNTEER TEAM
Join our newest committee and help organize volunteer activities, plan social events and
community outreach. Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

COMPASS REPORTER
Write an occasional article about events going on in the Dallas group.
Contact editor@dallassierraclub.org

RECYCLING TEAM NEEDS PUBLIC SPEAKERS
Talk to community groups about recycling. We’ll train you and give you handouts for
your audiences. Great advocacy opportunity! Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

RETREAT LOCATION NEEDED
We need a place where group leaders can meet for a strategic planning weekend in
January. Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

HOLIDAY PARTY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to help set up, decorate, and take down for the party. Trucks are
also needed to help pick up additional tables for setting up as well as their return. If you can
donate a couple hours of your time, please all Kelly Carlson at 972-359-9449 to volunteer.

ITEMS NEEDED FOR HOLIDAY AUCTION
If you can help the club with a holiday auction item, contact Rita Beving at 214-3733808. Auction items can be a new book never read, a bottle of wine, or a new or gently used backpacking or camping accessory. Perhaps your business could donate tickets to a sporting event, a gift certificate from your restaurant, bakery, gym or bar? Do
you have a service such as a masseuse, salon, or any other service a Sierra member
could use or enjoy? If so, we'd love to hear from you.
All proceeds will directly benefit the Dallas Sierra Club's general fund.

Sierra
Club
State
Legislative
Workshop
Set for Austin November 13
Find Out How YOU Can Influence
Legislative Action During the Session

A

re you concerned about preserving
open space and wildlife habitat in
Texas in the face of unprecedented
population growth and development? Are
you worried that the state is not doing
enough to conserve water, maintain
instream flows and freshwater inflows to
bays and estuaries, and protect groundwater supplies? Are you dissatisfied with the
way in which the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) issues permits for pollution sources and "enforces"
pollution control laws? Are you dismayed at
the prospect of Texas becoming a dumping
ground for the nation's radioactive wastes?
All of these issues are likely to be on the
legislative agenda when the 79th Texas
Legislature holds its regular session beginning in January 2005, and all of these
issues - and more - will be on the agenda
for the Sierra Club's state legislative workshop to be at the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center in Austin on Saturday,
November 13, 2004. The Lone Star
Chapter of the Sierra Club conducts this
workshop every two years prior to the opening of each regular legislative session.

The workshop provides an overview of
the environmental issues expected to be
addressed - one way or another - by the
Texas Legislature during the coming session. In addition the event gives attendees
information about how THEY may affect the
outcomes on these issues - from the comfort of their own homes or in the hallways
and offices of the State Capitol.

Get a Preview of What's in Store
for the Environment at the Texas
Legislature in 2005
This year's workshop speakers will
include state legislators, legislative staff,
environmental and other public interest
group leaders, and lobbyists. The cost of
the day-long workshop is only $20 per person IF you pre-register by November 10
(registration at the door will be $25 per person). The registration fee includes lunch
(vegetarian option available) and all materials.
For a registration form or more information, check the Lone Star Chapter website
at www.texas.sierraclub.org or call the
Sierra Club State Conservation Office in
Austin at 512-477-1729.

Kudos to member Gayle Loeffler
D

allas Sierra member Gayle Loeffler
has been appointed to the national
Sierra Club's Global Population &
Environment Program Committee. Previously
a “corresponding member,” she has now been
elevated to full committee membership.
Gayle has long been active in the urban
sprawl and population areas for the local
Dallas group. She received a Chapter
award in 2003 for her efforts on population
issues. In recent years, Gayle also has
traveled with the national Sierra Club office
to South America to observe international
family planning with Sierra population officers from across the country. She has also
lobbied in Washington D.C .and locally on
population concerns.
We applaud Gayle's efforts and her continuing interest in working on Sierra Club
population policy on a national level.

Volunteer Spotlight
T

his month, we acknowledge and
thank some special volunteers for
their consistent service to the club.
Charlotte Forst and Chris Fader took over
the process of mailing the Compass earlier
this year, following years of dedicated service in that position by Arthur Kuehne.
Responsible for ensuring that almost 4,000
copies of the newsletter are mailed on time
every month, Charlotte and Chris recruit
and remind volunteers about the Newsletter
Party; pick up the newsletter copies from
the printer, and haul them to Churchill
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Recreation Center every fourth Wednesday
evening; supervise the labeling and
bundling of the newsletters; and deliver
them to the post office the next morning.
We also appreciate Arthur for printing the
mailing labels each month, and we appreciate those regular newsletter party volunteers who show up each month and get ink
all over their fingers as they apply the mailing labels. Thank you Charlotte, Chris,
Arthur, and the other newsletter volunteers
who perform this important behind-thescenes service for the club!
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Sierra Club Outings
www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking
Canoeing

NOV 5 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the November
Outings List and December Newsletter.
Contact Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@DallasSierraClub.org

Car Camping
Cycling
Day Hiking
Education
Fishing
Service Project
Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:

NOV 6-7 (SAT-SUN) DAYHIKING ON THE
ATHENS-BIGFORK TRAIL, AR We won't
carry a heavy pack but expect strenuous
dayhiking since the trail runs north-south
and the mountains go east to west! In
addition to some steep climbs this trail features some of the nicest views you’ll find in
Arkansas. We'll do a different section
each day, probably about 6 to 8 miles
each. This trail is a few miles east of Caney
Creek Wilderness. We'll car camp at a
public campground.
Leader: Bill Greer
(H)972-964-1781
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net

outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members
and non-members. Some trips may require special
qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each
outing / trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and
assume no responsibility above that of trip organizer. If you have a medical problem, it is your
responsibility to inform the leader before the outing
/ trip. Outing / Trip leaders are encouraged to participate in training and classes to increase their
skills, but they are not paid professionals. They will
assist you within their limitations. It is the responsibility of the participant to be aware of any personal
limitations before going on an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings. Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or
outing start point. Leaders cannot assign carpools,
but may help coordinate ride sharing for energy
conservation and to promote fellowship. All noncommercial transportation is the responsibility of
the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary,
but the costs are shared. The usual method of
sharing transportation cost is for all riders in the car,
including the driver, to divide the cost of transportation equally. The recommended method of computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by $0.13 a
mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and $0.19
for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or some
other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate
in an outing contact the leader, who will decide if
the trip you are interested in is suitable for you
based on your capabilities and the demands of the
trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people
allowed on a given outing / trip. Reservations are
necessary for outings unless otherwise noted. If
you must cancel, inform the leader as soon as possible so that someone else can go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who
has volunteered his / her free time to allow you to
go on the trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you are interested in becoming a leader,
contact either the Outings Chair or the appropriate
Outings Committee Coordinator on the newsletter
back page.
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NOV 13-14 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNERS
EXPLORATORY BACKPACK AT MCGEE
CREEK Come and check out this very nice
natural scenic recreation area just two
hours north of Dallas. It features thick
woods with scenic bluffs, and interesting
trails going down to the lake. We'll backpack over mostly familiar trails, then do day
hkes to see if we can track down some others. Drive up Friday night and stay at the
state park, or leave home early Saturday
morning and meet us at the trail head.
Contact: Mike Rawlins
972-783-0962
mike@rawlinsecconsulting.com

NOV 13-14 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNING
BACKPACKING TRIP ON THE OUACHITA
TRAIL IN ARKANSAS This easy-rated
hike begins at the Arkansas State Line progressing to Queen Wilhelmina State Park
and ends at Hwy 270. Total distance is 10
miles. The first day is flat with the opportunity to learn about “Wizard” trees and
maybe spot a woodcock. The second day
begins with a stop at Lover’s Leap and is
downhill about 1000 feet for the day. The
trees should be beautiful this time of year.
Since we will be close to Queen Wilhelmina
Lodge, we will be able to stay there on
Friday night prior to the trip and/or have a
meal there on Saturday night or Sunday
morning. This is section 7 and 8 of the Walk
The Ouachita.
Leader: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

NOV 13 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas Sierra
Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda Plaza
(on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital, just
north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J) at
8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash
(H)214-824-0244
cnash@dallasisd.org

NOV 14 (SUN) DAYHIKE AT ARBOR
HILLS NATURE PRESERVE Meet at
9:00AM near the pavilions. Arbor Hills is
located at 6701 W. Parker Rd. in Plano just
west of Midway Rd. We will walk 4 – 6 miles
mainly on a paved path and some on a dirt
trail. No reservations, just show up.
Optional Starbucks afterwards.
Leaders: Laura Kimberly
(H)972-307-8364
Judy Cato
(H)972-238-5738
NOV 17 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring your
ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club Outings
program. We will be planning local outings
and bus trips. All outings leaders, future
outings leaders, and interested Sierrans
welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
(H)972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org

NOV 20-21 (SAT-SUN) MODERATELY
STRENUOUS WALK THE OUACHITA
BACKPACK We will hike the Paushube
Trail approximately 12 miles to the
Arkansas State Line near Mena. This trip is
for the hearty beginner who wants to do a
little more mileage. Come enjoy the crisp
cool weather and technically say you've
hiked 2 states in one weekend.
Leader: Rita Beving
(H)214-373-3808
rita@dallassierraclub.org

NOV 24-29 (WED EVEN-MON MORN)
ANNUAL BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK
BUS TRIP The Dallas Sierra Club
Thanksgiving tradition continues with the
annual bus trip to Big Bend National Park.
If you have never been to the Big Bend
area, you owe it to yourself to discover this
unique part of Texas. If you’ve been
before, you already know what a spectacular area this is and we know you’ll be first
in line for a return trip. Our chartered
sleeper bus leaves Dallas on Wednesday
at 6:30 PM and returns at about 5:00 AM
on Monday. We will have four backpacking
trips rated from moderate to strenuous and
one canoeing trip through Boquillas
Canyon where the walls tower to over
1,200 feet. One of the backpack trips will
be on the Rancherias Trail in the Big Bend
Ranch State Natural Area (this will be a
strenuous trip just west of the National
Park). Some backpacking experience is
required. Camping and canoeing experience is required for the canoe trip. The trip
cost is $165 for Sierra Club members and
$180 for non-members. Add $20 if you
want to hike the Rancherias Trail to cover
camping fees in the state park. Add $115
if you want to do the canoe trip. This pays
for the canoe rental and shuttles. A $10
fee is charged for cancellations and no
refunds will be made after November 12
unless a replacement is found. Detailed
trip information will be on the Dallas Sierra
Club website by mid October, but don’t
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wait to sign up. Contact the trip coordinator if you have any questions.
Coordinator: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org
To sign up, send a check payable to Dallas
Sierra Club to:
Arthur Kuehne
3363 Darbyshire Dr
Dallas TX 75229-5912.
DEC 3 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the December
Outings List and January Newsletter.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@DallasSierraClub.org

DEC 9 (THU) BACKPACK AND CAR
CAMP LEADER TRAINING If you would
like to lead day hiking, car camping or
backpacking trips for the Dallas Sierra
Club, you should mark your calendar for
this special evening of training. You will
learn everything you need to know to lead
these trips. In addition, we will schedule
field training, a practice hike. The class will
be held at REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway,
Farmers Branch (north side of LBJ
between Midway Rd and Welch Rd.) from
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. The class is free and
no advance registration is required.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org
Arthur Kuenhe
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

DEC 11 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas Sierra
Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda Plaza
(on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital, just
north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J) at
8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash
(H)214-824-0244
cnash@dallasisd.org
DEC 15 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
HOLIDAY PARTY We will be having our
Annual Holiday Party instead of a meeting.
It's Potluck, so bring a dish to share and
your eating utensils. Cari Henkin will be our
host, she lives at 5419 Morningside Ave.
(upper Greenville area), Dallas 75206.
We'll meet at 7pm.
Contact Mick Nolen
(H)972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org

JAN 20 (THU) ADVANCED BACKPACKING CLASS Are you ready to do some
more challenging backpacking? This class
give you some of the information you need
to increase your skill and start having even
more fun and rewarding backpacking
experiences. Topics will include: cold
weather backpacking, long trips, off-trail

Outings List continues on
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Hornet

Greenhill School
Spring Valley

Tollway

Midway

allas Sierra Club member Bill Greer
takes us on a visual journey of their
expedition through the Wind River
Mountains in August of 2004.
The Wind River Mountains are located in
western Wyoming to the south of
Yellowstone National Park. The Continental
Divide forms the spine of the Winds. In the
southern part of the Winds the divide
bulges out to the west.
This bulge is the famous Cirque Of The
Towers. With it’s concentration of rock
climbs and stunning scenery the Cirque is
one of the more heavily used parts of the
Winds and for that reason Bill had not visited it on any of his many trips to the Winds.
For August 2004, Bill decided it was time to
visit the Cirque. Four fellow Sierrans signed
on for the trip.
Instead of the usually benign weather
late August usually brings to the Winds they
got something that looked more like late
August in Alaska. Most of the non-technical
climbs they had planned were snowed out,
but they still got some great pictures of
some glorious scenery. Come along with
them and see if Jackass Pass is really as
bad as they say.

LBJ Freeway

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are held the second Wednesday of
each month. Meetings are open to all
interested persons. The meetings are
held at Greenhill School located at
the corner of Midway and Spring
Valley. Please enter from Hornet
Drive. Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for
directions. (Mapsco 14F)

Camp in the Cirque

Wilderness boundary sign, Big Sandy Trail.

From left to right: Bill Greer, John Shannon, Bill Beach and Frank Korman

Cirque Of The Towers from Jackass Pass.

The Compass

Unnamed lake along Jackass Pass Trail.
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C A L L TO DAY

Buy Groceries
& Help the Sierra Club
If you shop at Tom Thumb - go to the service desk
and get a reward card by giving them the Sierra
Club #3941.They will explain how to use the card.
If you shop at Kroger - If you have a Kroger Sierra
Club Foundation Share Card, please use it. If you
don’t have one, watch future issues of the Compass
for information on how you can get one.
Each time you use these cards to buy groceries, the
club receives .05% of what you spend,
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Sierra Club Outings
trips, fly-drive trips, backpacking in other
countries, and lightweight backpacking.
The class will start promptly at 6:30 PM
and end at about 8:45 PM at REI (north
side of LBJ / I-635, between Midway and
Welch). Cost is $10 for Sierra Club members and $15 for non-members. No need
to sign up in advance. Just show up with
the class fee (check or cash only) and
something to take notes with.
Coordinator: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

FEB 25-MAR 1 (FRI-TUE) 7TH ANNUAL
TAOS BUS TRIP Don't miss out! The Taos
Bus trip accommodates people with a wide
range of interests and physical abilities. All
trips are in the area of Taos, New Mexico.
Trip 1 tours historic and environmental sites
to better understand local concerns. Trip 2
downhill skis the Taos Ski Basin. Trip 3
snowshoes to the high altitude Williams
Lake. All three trips stay at El Pueblo Lodge
enjoying the hot tub, heated pool, and dinner at any of several places in Taos. Trip 4
backpacks to a heated yurt to stay two
nights above the snow and snowshoe during the day. You can enjoy a weekend in the
snow without having to backpack a lot of
winter equipment. Trip 5 backpacks the
strenuous, traditional snow route to summit
New Mexico's second highest point,

TALES

Wheeler Peak. On the last day, you have a
choice to soak in a remote hot springs
(clothing optional by local tradition) or wander the historic and commercial areas of
downtown Taos. Our chartered sleeper bus
will leave Dallas at 6:00pm Friday evening
and return Tuesday morning between
5:00am and 6:00am. Keep an eye on the
outings list for more details to come.
Leader: Bill Beach
214-662-3224
bbeach45@sbcglobal.com

FROM THE

TRAIL

APR 2-3 (SAT-SUN) EASY BACKPACK
TRIP ON THE PRETTIEST SECTION OF
THE OUACHITA TRAIL This trip through
the Flatside Wilderness area covers only
10.6 miles through a well-watered area of
the trail. The scenery is superior to any
other area. Sunday we will exit at the
Flatside Pinnacle. Everyone is encouraged
to bring a lunch for Sunday. We will climb
the pinnacle to eat and to enjoy the
scenery. This is segment 17 of the Walk The
Ouachita program.
Leader: David Van Winkle
972-562-7174
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

Buy from us and support our
local conservation network
Purchase a calendar at our general
meeting or through our website:

www.dallassierraclub.org

Hiking Tip #47: Always hike with a buddy.
Hiking alone leads to embarrassing photos,
such as this one taken atop the Flat Iron
Mountains just outside of Boulder, Co.

2005 ExCom Nominations
Cari Henkin

My name is Cari Henkin. While I've
only been active in the Sierra Club for
3 or 4 years, I've been an avid fan of
the environment my
entire life. I currently lead backpacking trips for the
club and I'm interested in running for a
seat on the Executive Committee for
the same reason that I became an outings leader. I strongly believe that
volunteer organizations need to be
supported by their members in tangible
ways-one of which is active participation in decision making.

Mike Rawlins

The Club has been very important to
me over the years, and I feel a responsi-

bility to help keep it going. My experience
with the Dallas group includes outings
leader, programs chair, working on various conservation efforts, newsletter mailing, membership, several years on
EXCOM, and three years as chair. While
I think it's important to continually bring
fresh faces, energy, and ideas into the

3. Address the challenges posed by our

nication and community education work. I

shifting demographics that result in

created a new Membership & Volunteer

shrinking active participation in

committee, and I am working with it to

Club activities

improve volunteer recruitment, training,
placement and recognition.

Ann Drumm

I am a

Conservation volunteer with interests in

I'm running for ExCom and Chair again to

energy, water and recycling. My commen-

continue the initiatives I started in my first

taries have been aired by KERA 90.1, I

term. I put the group's books on Quicken

have been a guest on Channel 13's On the

and instituted a quarterly budget analysis

Record, and I am building a team of capa-

and fall budgeting cycle. I am working to

ble advocates to participate in the public

build our donor base and free our volun-

debate. I want people to know who we are

1. Maintain healthy outings and
conservation programs
2. Increase the focus on issues in Collin

teers from fundraising so they can do the

and what we stand for, and I invite all mem-

important work of the club. I created a new

bers to join us in making the Sierra Club the

Programs Committee and a Compass

most effective voice for the environment in

County and other areas outside of the
core Dallas area.

Editorial Board and will continue working

North Texas!

leadership, I also think there's a benefit in
retaining experience and institutional
memory. If elected to EXCOM my priorities would be to:

with them to enhance our group's commu-

Dallas Sierra Club • Executive Committee Election Ballot
Instructions: Vote for up to 3. If you have a
joint membership, both members may vote.
Send completed ballot to: Dallas Sierra Club
Election, PO Box 800365, Dallas TX 75380 or
deposit in ballot box at Sierra Club General
Meeting in November (Nov. 10) or December
(Dec. 8) or at the Holiday Party (Dec. 12). All
ballots must be received by December 12.
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Candidate
(random order)

Member

Joint
Member

Cari Henkin

_______

_______

Mike Rawlins

_______

_______

Ann Drumm

_______

_______

Note: Your mailing label must be on the back of this ballot for
validation purposes. If you are using a blank ballot, write
your member number on the back of the ballot.
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