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Democracy really does work - but only if we all vote. Help maintain the Sierra Club's
tradition as America's preeminent democratic and grass roots advocate for the
environment.

In addition to the information about candidates found in the ballot, some chapter and
group newsletters will carry additional information. More can also be found on the
Sierra Club candidate forum which you can reach from the Club's website.

Faced with this threat, the Board of Directors urges every member of the Club act to
ensure that the Sierra Club remains faithful to its environmental mission and principles. Please cast your vote in this year's election as a means of demonstrating to
outside groups that they cannot influence our organization. Vote for candidates
whose positions reflect your values and vision for the future of the Sierra Club. Vote
for candidates whose experience matches what you believe the Club needs. Vote for
candidates endorsed by Club leaders whom you trust.

The Sierra Club has become an even more influential and effective voice in
American society over the last decade. Now it appears that non-environmental
groups are trying to take advantage of the Club's open and democratic nature to
influence the composition of our Board of Directors and our policies.

White Politics Inc.

Southern Poverty Law Center

Social Contract Press

Project USA

Overthrow.com or White politics Inc.

National Immigration Alert (NumbersUSA)

National Alliance - ideology from a white racial perspective"

HempflagUSA.org promotes marijuana legalization)
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Limitstogrowth.com

Fur Commission USA

Federation fo American Immigration Reform

Coloradans for American Immigration Reform

VirginiaDare/Vdare.com Collective for "white nationalist writers."

Center for American Unity

Those outside groups that may be attempting to intervene in the Club's Board of
Director's elections include:

This year there is an unprecedented level of outside involvement and attention to the
Club's Board of Director's election. Outside, non-environmental organizations have
endorsed candidates in the Club's Board elections. These outside organizations
have endorsed Club Board candidates and are urging their supporters to join the
Club as a means to influence club policy in line with their non-environmental
agendas.
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Dallas Executive Committee
Ann Drumm - Chair
John Rath - Vice-Chair
Anne Rowe - Secretary
Calvin Nichols - Treasurer
Mary Colston
Bryan Carpenter
Liz Wheelan

Adopt a Shoreline

Carol Nash

H: 214-824-0244

carol@dallassierraclub.org

Conservation Committee

Rita Beving Griggs

W: 214-373-3808

rita@dallassierraclub.org

Conservation Issues
Leaders
Media / Water
Clean Air
Endangered Species
Forests
Population
Sustainability
Recycling
Rivers / Wetlands Protection
Solid Waste
Trinity River
Sprawl
Water
Energy
Responsible Trade

Rita Beving Griggs
Katy Hubener
Tom Green
Cliff Rushing
Gayle Loeffler
Margie Haley
Volunteer needed
David Gray
Shirley Holland
Joe Wells
Bud Melton
Coordinator Needed
Lisa Silguero
Molly Rooke

W: 214-373-3808
W: 972-296-9100
H: 972-578-1929
W: 469-201-6484
H: 817-430-3035
H: 214-823-1537

rita@dallassierraclub.org
Katy@BlueSkiesAlliance.org
katzen5@aaahawk.com
cactus.cliff@verizon.net
gloeffler@twu.edu
margie13@swbell.net

H:
H:
H:
H:

dgray@dallassierraclub.org

C: 214-893-7990
H: 214-369-6667

lisa@dallassierraclub.org
Molly@Larosa-Ranch.com

Inner City Outings Chair

Liz Wheelan

H: 214-739-2269

liz@dallassierraclub.org

Media

Rita Beving Griggs

W: 214-373-3808

rita@dallassierraclub.org

Membership Chair

Kelly Carlson

H: 972-624-8534

kelly@dallassierraclub.org

Sierra Singles

Volunteer needed

Outings Committee Chair
Backpacking
Bicycling
Canoeing / Kayaking
Car Camping
Dayhikes
Family Outings

Mick Nolen
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Terry Sullivan
Jay Davison
Steve Longley
Jay Davison

H: 972-991-9351

mick@dallassierraclub.org

H:
H:
H:
H:

972-492-3038
972-418-8519
214-826-3993
972-418-8519

terry@dallassierraclub.org
jay@dallassierraclub.org
slongley@presidioinvestments.com
jaydavison@aol.com

Program Chair

Bryan Carpenter

H: 817-745-9988

Bryan_Carpenter@tigspecialty.com

Program Sales Coordinator

Patsy Huston

H: 972-732-6566

Special Events Coordinator

Volunteer needed

Video Coordinator

Devon Cloud

H: 214-349-6939

devoncloud@sbcglobal.net

Volunteer Coordinator

Kris Sands

H: 972-381-6546

kris@dallassierraclub.org

214-342-2019
972-294-8078
214-948-3406
214-828-2144

Jwells@non-profits.org
melbow@swbell.net
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THIS YEAR’S NATIONAL BOARD ELECTION
IS CRITICAL
YOUR VOTE IS NEEDED

Your job as a devoted Sierra Club
member is to vote, pure and simple. But before you vote, please
read the bios of the candidates
you will soon receive in the mail.
Know that “nominated” candidates
have been thoroughly scrutinized
by a hard working nominating
committee made up of members
who share our historic conservation mission. “Petition” candidates,
while they may have environmental credentials, have not gone
through this process. Read carefully the letter and ballot you will
receive at the end of February,
look at the candidate summaries,
check for the length of time they
have been members of the club,
and vote your conscience before
the April 21, 2004 deadline.

David Griggs, Political Chair,
Dallas Group

Buy Groceries
& Help the Sierra Club
If you shop at Tom Thumb - go to the service desk
and get a reward card by giving them the Sierra Club
#3941. They will explain how to use the card.
If you shop at Kroger - pick up a Kroger card at the
next General Meeting, or call George Zimmerman at
(H) 972-315-2049 or email george@dallassierraclub.org to get a card mailed to you.

M A R C H

P R O G R A M

Michael Robinson of the Center for
Biological Diversity will present a slide show
describing his organization's efforts to protect the endangered Mexican Gray Wolf, an
animal hunted almost to extinction in a campaign in the mid-20th century to drive them
out of the cattle ranching areas of the
American Southwest. We'll hear about the
efforts to protect these animals after their reintroduction beginning in 1998. The Center
for Biological Diversity combines conservation biology with litigation, policy advocacy,
and an innovative strategic vision to secure
a future for animals and plants hovering on
the brink of extinction, for the wilderness
they need to survive, and by extension for
the spiritual welfare of generations to come.
We'll also have an update from our Inner City
Outings team, volunteers who lead disadvantaged children on wilderness advertures
that they would otherwise never experience.

Valley View

Galleria

LBJ Freeway
Harvest Hill

E.D. Walker
Vanguard School

Wozencraft

Forest Lane

The Dallas Sierra Club’s
general meetings are held the
second Wednesday of each month.
Meetings are open to all interested
persons. The meetings begin at 7pm
at the E.D. Walker School on the
corner of Montfort and Wozencraft,
MAPSCO 15S.

Look for the Gray Wolf interview on page 7
Each time you use these cards to buy groceries, the
club receives .05% of what you spend, PLUS the

Sierra Club card gives you certain item specials.

D A L L A S

Preston Road

Again, this is a matter of grave
concern. Please do not throw
away your ballot this year. Do not
forget to send it in before April
21st.

Monfort / Nuestra

Each spring, Sierra Club members
nationally elect 5 directors on a 15
member board for 3 year terms.
Under our very open democratic
rules, “petition” candidates may
run for the board in addition to the
official “nominated” candidates
who are screened by the nominating committee. This open procedure has worked well, and occasionally, a well-qualified “petition”
candidate, who did not make it
through the nominating process,
gets elected. However, our own
democratic process is now being
used by outside groups, whose
agendas are widely different from
the Club’s historic conservation
mission, in an attempt to control
and redirect the priorities of the
Sierra Club. This threat is real,
and has been openly discussed
by certain current members of the
board who are spearheading this
coup attempt.
The purpose of this notice is to
educate the membership on the
seriousness of this threat. The
percentage of Sierra Club membership voting in recent board
elections is declining. In the last
election, only 8% of our national

membership voted. Those who
wish to take over our agenda
know that. That is why they have
recruited people, some of whom
have never even been members
of Sierra Club, to run as petition
candidates. At the same time,
they have signed up thousands of
new members who share this very
different agenda, mainly for the
purpose of voting in our election.

Tollway

Attention all Dallas Group and
Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club
members! This is an urgent
request for you to vote and return
your national Sierra Club Board of
Directors ballot this year. This
small action could help save our
national club from a very real outside threat from non-environmental groups who want to “take-over”
the Sierra Club in the upcoming
balloting for the board of directors.

S I E R R A

C L U B
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
I have to believe there is hope
when economic writers as well
as environmentalists herald the
end of the fossil fuel era. Vijay
V. Vaitheeswaran, environment
and energy correspondent for
The Economist, does just that
in his new book, Power to the
People: How the Coming
Energy Revolution Will
Transform an Industry, Change
Our Lives, and Maybe Even
Save the Planet.
The world is at a crossroads,
he says, and we need to begin
the shift to a clean, secure, lowcarbon energy system. Calling
oil “the most dangerous addiction,” he argues that we need to
begin weaning the world economy off of petroleum for political
and economic as well as environmental reasons:
OPEC’s market share is set to
increase dramatically, and with
it, the power of certain Mideast
regimes, especially Saudi
Arabia. Alaskan oil will never
get us close to energy independence. Oil prices will swing
wildly for years to come, and
price gyrations impose real pain
on the economies of both producer and consumer nations.
The destructive potential of climate change demands action
in spite of uncertainties about
the science and the cost of
addressing the problem.
Deaths and disease from
indoor and outdoor air pollution,
especially in the developing
world, increase the urgency of
taking action.
Fortunately, three powerful
forces are converging to
“rewrite the rules of the energy
game: the global move toward
the liberalization of energy markets, the growing popular
appeal of environmentalism,
and the recent surge of technological innovation in areas such
as hydrogen fuel cells.”
“The era of monopolization,
centralization and overregulation of electricity is giving way
to market forces”, says Mr.
Vaitheeswaran, opening up the

market for micropower, distributed generation of electricity
that eliminates the need to be
connected to an electricity grid.
This is especially good news
for the one and one half billion
people in the developing world
who have no access to electricity. He calls for the subsidies,
monopoly protections and regulatory barriers that impede innovation in the energy realm to be
dismantled so that energy can
be priced in a way that promotes efficiency and innovation.
Outrage over air pollution and
climate change is forcing governments to respond to the
environmental consequences of
burning fossil fuels, but Mr.
Vaitheeswaran views the flaws
in the Kyoto Protocol as evidence of the failure of world
leaders to display the
“Churchillian” vision necessary
to tackle climate change seriously. He sees the growing
popularity of market-based
environmentalism, which uses
the tools of economics to tackle
environmental problems, as a
reason to hope that governments will “nudge the market in
a greener direction”.
Most of his discussion of energy technology is devoted to
hydrogen fuel cells and their
promise of a clean future in
transportation and energy generation, noting that recent technological advances have been
so promising that even the big
oil companies can no longer
ignore hydrogen’s potential. He
disputes the oft-cited estimates
of $100 billion for phasing in a
hydrogen infrastructure, and he
recommends the elimination of
fossil fuel subsidies and the
implementation of carbon taxes
to encourage the development
and expansion of this technology.
He criticizes the Bush/Cheney
energy plan, which relies heavily on nuclear power and coal,
saying that implementation
would “lock in old, dirty, and
inefficient technology for
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3/3 • 4/7 First Wednesday.
Executive Committee meeting 6:30
p.m. at REI 2nd floor meeting room
(I-635 between Welch Road &
Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to discuss Club projects, policy and
finances. All members are welcome
to attend and participate. Call Ann
Drumm at 214-350-6108.
3/10 • 4/14 Second Wednesday.
Sierra Club General Meeting
7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the auditorium at
ED Walker School (corner of Montfort
& Wozencraft, MAPSCO 15S). Come
early to pick up activity materials and
afterwards join the socializing at El
Fenix on Belt Line at Montfort.
3/12 • 4/9 Second Friday.
Deadline for electronic materials to be
submitted to the Compass. Email
DJ@dallassierraclub.org or deliver
diskettes to editors during the
General Meeting.
3/17 • 4/21 Third Wednesday.
Outings Committee Meeting 7:00 pm
REI (MAPSCO 14Q) to discuss outings schedules and issues. All outings leaders, future outings leaders,
and interested Sierrans are welcome.
Call Mick Nolen at 972-991-9351 for
more information.
3/22 • 4/19 Fourth Monday.
Inner City Outings meeting, Monday
7:00 pm at REI.
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Volume 100, Issue 0304
The Compass is the monthly publication of the Dallas Regional Group of the
Sierra Club. Members of the Dallas
Group support The Compass and
receive the publication as part of their
membership benefits.
Opt Out: You can download and view
The Compass at any time from our web
site at www.dallassierraclub.org. Just
click on the 'Compass Online' link. If you
don't want to receive The Compass by
mail, you can opt out at the above web
site location or by sending email to cancelcompass@dallassierraclub.org.
Include your name and member number.
Or send your name and member number
on a post card to Cancel Compass,
Dallas Sierra Club, P.O. Box 800365,
Dallas TX 75380-0365
Subscriptions: The Compass is available to non-members by subscription
for $12 per year. To subscribe, send a
check made payable to "Dallas Sierra
Club" to:
Newsletter Subscriptions:
Dallas Sierra Club
P.O. Box 800365
Dallas TX 75380-0365
Address Changes: To change your
address, send your name, old and new
addresses and member number to:
Sierra Club Member Services
PO Box 52968
Boulder, Colorado 80322-2968
or email the information to:
address.changes@sierraclub.org

3/24 • 4/28 Fourth Wednesday.
Newsletter Party 7:00 pm at the
Churchill Recreation Center at
Hillcrest & Churchill Way (MAPSCO
15V). Help sort, bundle and label the
newsletter. Socializing afterward.
Contact Arthur Kuehne at 214-9029260.

Submissions: Article and photograph
submissions are always welcome.
Please send submissions by the deadlines given in the General Calendar.
Send submissions to the newsletter
editor at the e-mail address and phone
number listed on the back fold.
© 2004 Dallas Sierra Club

decades to come” and choke
out innovation.
He also discusses energy trading pre- and post-Enron;
California’s failure to properly
deregulate the electricity market; new technologies in oil production that will keep that
industry from fading anytime
soon; and an evaluation of the
future of nuclear power (not
rosy). Overall, this is a thoughtful contribution to the debate
about our energy future and
helps lay to rest the destructive
myth that environmental and
economic health cannot coexist.

Stay Informed
and Support
the Dallas Group
Through Our Website
www.dallassierraclub.org
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NEWSLETTER PARTY COORDINATOR
Picks up printed newsletters at the printer in Addison (at your convenience during business hours) Call or email volunteers to remind them of the newsletter party (time 20 minutes one evening) Responsibility can be divided. Supervises the Newsletter party:
Coordinates efforts of volunteers (approx. 5-12 people) who apply preprinted labels to
the newsletters. Bundle then sort the newsletters according to Post Office requirements
and place in bulk mail bags. (Time required up to 2 hours) Drop off newsletters at the
Richardson Post office Bulk mail center (Arapaho and Central) (Time required up to 15
minutes) (total time required 4 hours / month) Contact Arthur Kuehne at 214-902-9260.

HELP PLAN OR SPONSOR OUR COMEDY NIGHT:
We’re planning a Comedy Night fundraiser in June, and we are looking for volunteers
and individual and corporate sponsors. If you have experience with major fund-raising
events, or if you are interested in helping us plan an event to appeal to the community
at large, we want to hear from you. Call Mary Colston at 214-618-1424.

NEWSLETTER PARTY
Help prepare The Compass for mailing and meet other Sierrans. Held on the 4th
Wednesday each month. Contact Arthur Kuehne 214-902-9260 or just show up! 7 p.m.,
Churchill Rec. Center. Time: 2 hours / month.

COMPASS AD SALES
Volunteer needed to sell advertising in The Compass. Contact Ann Drumm
at 214-350-6108.

ARCHIVIST WANTED
Help us preserve the Dallas group’s history by consolidating our historical
records into one location. Call Ann Drumm, 214-350-6108.

EARTH DAY EVENTS
Be an environmental ambassador at a local community awareness event on
Saturday, April 17. We need volunteers to talk to people of all ages, and materials and activities geared toward children are needed. Call Kris Sands, 972442-0491.

CONSERVATION HELP
Help our Conservation Chair with administrative work at home – phone calls,
emails, logistical details to support conservation activities. Call Rita Beving,
214-373-3808.

JOENIE

MEIN

“Behind the Scenes Volunteering:
making an impact one item at a time”

You may not see former EXCOM board
member Joenie Mein leading a mountain backpack trip, giving a TV interview
on a conservation issue or leading a
rally. Joenie prefers to make a big
impact in less visible, yet equally important ways. Her leadership efforts that
continually help our Dallas club include:
Being an active EXCOM member from
2000 to 2002.
Co chairing the 2001 Holiday party and
fundraiser
Co chair of our largest and most successful garage sale in 2002
Traveling to Austin to educate/lobby
state legislators on key environmental
bills and issues
Tirelessly writing letters on important
issues and educating others
Walking door-to-door supporting political
candidates endorsed by the Sierra Club

Joenie has been a Sierra Club member
for many years. When not helping our
club directly she is a key leader in her
church, spending many hours during the
last few years on its Recruitment and
Interviewing Committee, filling church
staff positions. She is a great example
of how one person can contribute to our
club and our causes. She truly exhibits
the “Enjoy, Respect and Protect” philosophy of the Sierra Club community.

Housing visiting Sierra Club staffers in
town to work on political campaigns
Personally practicing conservation
habits and ‘walking the talk”

Come to the Woods
25th Annual Texas Wilderness Pow Wow
Come join us for the 25th Annual Texas Wilderness Pow Wow April 16-18, 2004, at Ratcliff Lake
Recreation Area, with guided nature walks into the Big Slough Wilderness Area. Nature walks will
include visits to an alligator pond and a beaver pond, visits to rare bottomland hardwood habitat,
reptile/amphibian/fungi identification hikes, and much more.
The Saturday afternoon program will feature conservationists' efforts to protect the beautiful
Neches River as the Upper Neches Scenic Area. Live music will be featured at the Program and
the evening campfire. A special feature of this year's Pow Wow will be canoeing on the Neches. If
you would like to participate in the canoe trip, please call 214-441-1222 as space is limited.
Pow Wow headquarters will be Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area, located just west of Ratcliff, on
Hwy 7 between Crockett and Nacogdoches, the Pow Wow site that's closest to Dallas and Austin.
Registration will be on-site on Friday and Saturday. There is no set fee, only a suggested $5 per
person donation to help defray event expenses. Forest Service campsites are available on first
come, first served basis for $10/night.
The Pow Wow is sponsored by the Texas Committee on Natural Resources. Co-sponsors include
the Dallas Sierra Club and many other wilderness lovers from around the state.
For more information contact Arthur Kuehne at 214-902-9260 or arthur@akuehne.com.

Please congratulate Joenie when you
see her.

Sierra Club Outings
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HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to
members and non-members. Some trips
may require special qualifications and
capabilities. The leaders of each outing /
trip are serving in a volunteer capacity
and assume no responsibility above that
of trip organizer. If you have a medical
problem, it is your responsibility to inform
the leader before the outing / trip. Outing /
Trip leaders are encouraged to participate
in training and classes to increase their
skills, but they are not paid professionals.
They will assist you within their limitations.
It is the responsibility of the participant to
be aware of any personal limitations
before going on an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from
all outings. Pets are not allowed unless
specifically stated. All outings officially
begin at the trail head or outing start point.
Leaders cannot assign carpools, but may
help coordinate ride sharing for energy
conservation and to promote fellowship.
All non-commercial transportation is the
responsibility of the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary, but the costs are
shared. The usual method of sharing
transportation cost is for all riders in the
car, including the driver, to divide the cost
of transportation equally. The recommended method of computing cost is to
multiply round trip mileage by $0.13 a mile
for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and
$0.19 for vans. Before leaving, be sure
this or some other method is agreed
upon.
Most outings require reservations. To
participate in an outing contact the leader,
who will decide if the trip you are interested in is suitable for you based on your
capabilities and the demands of the trip.
There is usually a limit to the number of
people allowed on a given outing / trip.
Reservations are necessary for outings
unless otherwise noted. If you must cancel, inform the leader as soon as possible
so that someone else can go in your
place.
Please respect the wishes of your
leader who has volunteered his / her free
time to allow you to go on the trip of your
choice. If you have any questions, or if
you are interested in becoming a leader,
contact either the Outings Chair or the
appropriate
Outings
Committee
Coordinator on the newsletter back page.
SIERRA SINGLES EVENTS
FEB 16 (MON) DINNER AT CAFÉ ITALIA,
7 p.m. at 505 West Northwest Highway;
Bedford 76051, 817-251-0100.
Contact Larry Shindel, LShindel@aol.com,
972-223-0450, cell 214-455-5863.
BYOB in preview of April Fool's
wine tasting.
FEB 28 (SAT) TOUR OF INTERNATIONAL
EXOTIC FELINE SANCTUARY, 11:00 a.m.
Contact Larry Shindel,
LShindel@aol.com, 972-223-0450
APRIL 1 (THURS) WINE TASTING AT
TONY'S WINE WAREHOUSE.
Contact Larry Shindel,
LShindel@aol.com, 972-223-0450.
Time TBA.

FEB 14 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP. Help clean up the Dallas
Sierra Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at
the For the Love of the Lake office parking
lot onlevel below Eckerd1s in Casa Linda
Plaza (on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital,
just north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J)
at 8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash 214-824-0244(H)
or cnash@dallasisd.org
FEB 15 (SUN) DAYHIKE at RAY
ROBERTS GREENBELT It's not too soon
to start getting your legs ready for the
Longest Dayhike. Let's hike about 12miles on the hike/bike trail following the
Trinity River. The hike is an out & back, so
you can turn around sooner if necessary.
Meet for carpooling on the northeast
corner of Frankford and Dallas North
Tollway between Boston Market and
Albertson's at 12:30pm or at the Hwy 380
trailhead at about 1:15. No reservations
needed, just show up. Optional
restaurant supper after.
Leader: Bill Greer (h)972-964-1781.
email: wbgreer@worldnet.att.net
FEB 18 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING. Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact Mick Nolen 972-991-9351(H)
or mick@dallassierraclub.org for details.
FEB 21 (SAT) BEGINNER BACKPACKING and CAMPING CLASS. Aimed at
beginners, this class is an ideal way to
learn about backpacking. Topics include:
wilderness ethics, outdoor clothing, boots,
backpacks, tents, sleeping bags, cookware, food, and preparing for a trip.
Instructors are experienced Dallas Sierra
Club leaders. There will be time for questions and a hands-on look at outdoor gear.
Lunch of backpacking food is included.
You will also have the opportunity to learn
about, and sign up for, several beginner
backpacking trips. The class will be held at
REI (Recreational Equipment, Inc.) in the
second floor program room. REI is at 4515
LBJ Freeway, north side, between Midway
and Welch. The class will start promptly at
10:30 AM and will end at about 6:00 PM.
The fee is $20 for Sierra Club members
and $30 for non-members (you can sign
up to be a Sierra Club member at the
class). No reservations are necessary,
just show up.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne 214-902-9260
or arthur@akuehne.com
FEB 21 (SAT) TROUT LILY AND SNAKE
WALK AND TALK. Have fun and learn
about native plants and animals on this
easy 2 mile hike suitable for all ages.
Discover the beautiful trout lily and other
spring ephemerals blooming along the
forest trails of the Dallas County Post Oak
Preserve. After hiking meet the snakes
and other critters from the DISD

Environmental Education Center
collection. Car pool from REI parking lot at
9 a.m. The Post Oak Preserve is on
Bowers Road in Seagoville. Mapsco 80G.
(Take 175 east, exit Simonds Rd (also
prison exit) go right on Simonds 2
miles to Bowers Rd. Go left 2 miles to
parking lot on your right.) Meet in the
Preserve parking lot at 10 AM.
Bring your Lunch.
Leaders: Carol Nash,
carol@dallassierraclub.org,
214-824-0244
Gray Garner,
graygarner@juno.com,
214-596-9827.
MAR 5 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the March Outings
List and April Newsletter.
Contact Mick Nolen, 972-991-9351,
mick@DallasSierraClub.org
MAR 13 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP. Help clean up the Dallas
Sierra Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at
the For the Love of the Lake office parking
lot on level below Eckerd1s in Casa Linda
Plaza (on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital,
just north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J)
at 8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash 214-824-0244(H)
or cnash@dallasisd.org
MAR 13-14 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER
BACKPACK TRIP ON THE BUCKEYE
MOUNTAIN-CANEY CREEK TRAIL.
Enjoy one the club1s favorite backpack
trip in a beautiful area. After a car shuttle
on Saturday, we1ll hike about 5 miles and
camp near a waterfall. The hike out will be
about 4 miles and will involve several
stream crossings.
Leaders: Marcos Jorge
and Steve Longley;
contact Marcos at (972) 394-2546
or mjorge@ustgolfshaft.com.
MAR 17 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING. Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning
outings and bustrips. All outings leaders,
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future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen 972-991-9351(H)
or mick@dallassierraclub.org for details.
MAR 19-23 (FRI-TUE) SIXTH ANNUAL
TAOS BUS TRIP. Don't miss out! The
Taos Bus trip accommodates people with
a wide range of interests and physical
abilities. All trips are in the area of Taos,
New Mexico. Trip 1 tours historic and
environmental sites to better understand
local concerns, history and Native
American culture including a special tour
of Santa Clara Pueblo with a Black Pottery
Demonstration. Trip 2 white water rafts the
Rio Grande River one day (depending
upon weather) and downhill skis the Taos
Ski Basin on the other day. Trip 3 day
hikes the Wild Rivers Scenic Area and
snowshoes to the high altitude Williams
Lake. All three trips stay at El Pueblo
Lodge enjoying the hot tub, heated pool,
and dinner at any of several places
in Taos. Trip 4 backpacks to a heated yurt
to stay two nights above the snow and
snowshoe during the day. You can enjoy a
weekend enjoying the snow without having
to backpack a lot of winter equipment. Trip
5 backpacks the strenuous, traditional
snowroute to summit New Mexico's second highest point, Wheeler Peak. On
the last day, you have a choice to soak in
a remote hot springs (clothing optional by
local tradition) or wander the historic and
commercial areas of downtown Taos. Our
chartered sleeper bus will leave Dallas at
6:00pm Friday evening and return
Tuesday morning between 5:00am and
6:00am. The trip cost for Sierra Club members is $370 for Trip 1 historic tour, $425
for Trip 2 rafting, $370 for day snowshoeing, $200 for Trip 4 yurt camping, and
$170.00 for Trip 5 backpack summit. Nonmembers add $20. Trip 0 provides a soak
in remote hot springs for Trip 1, 2 and 3
participants at no additional charge. To
sign up, contact Co-Leaders:
Jay Davison, TaosBusTripJay@aol.com,
(501-944-9738)
Karen Davison (972-418-8519).
MARCH 20-21 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER
BACKPACK IN McGEE CREEK, OKLAHOMA. This will be an easy hike to check
out the legs and all that new gear. McGee
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is close enough that we can leave
Saturday morning for the drive to the trailhead. Weíll hike in about 3 miles to camp,
then do some day hiking. Sunday morning
will feature another easy dayhike, then
weíll take a different trail back out to our
cars.
Leader: Bill Greer 972-964-1781 (H)
email wbgreer@worldnet.att.net.
MAR 20(SAT) BABYHIKE AT COTTONWOOD PARK. What's a Baby hike? Bring
your infant or toddler and a stroller and
we'll see how far we can make it around
the 1.1 mile paved trail at Cottonwood
Park in Richardson, 1/2 mile East of
Coit on Beltline.Meet at the entrance to
the pool parking area at 10:00am.
Leader Mick Nolen (and baby Sarah),
972-991-9351,
mick@dallassierraclub.org
MAR 21 (SUN) DAYHIKE on the WEST
END TRAIL at LAKE GRAPEVINE (near
Roanoke). We’ll hike about 7 miles on dirt
trails. Meet for car-pooling at the REI
parking lot (west side of building) at 9:30
AM. This is a one-way hike so there will
be a car shuttle involved. Allow about 51/2 hours for the drive, hike, and lunch.
Bring water, a trail snack, hiking boots,
warm clothing, and rain gear (if needed).
This time of year there is a possibility of
mud so a change of shoes for after the
hike would be wise. Optional restaurant
meal on the trip home. No reservations
are necessary -- just show up.
Leader: Steve Longley 214-824-1128
MAR 21 (SUN) 25th ANNUAL TEXAS
BUCKEYE TRAIL WALK. Come join us
for the 25th Annual Texas Buckeye Trail
Walk in the Great Trinity Forest!
Beginning at 1:30p.m., the walk will leave
from the south end of Bexar Street, in
Southern Dallas. The hike to the Texas
buckeyes is about a mile, with the Trinity
River only a hundred yards further. You'll
see the Texas buckeye, spring herald, and
Missouri violets, big
bur oaks, red mulberries, and perhaps a
woodpecker, hawk, or interesting spring
songbird. Walk leader Jim Flood and
assistant guides will scatter back through
the line of walkers to help identify early
blooming plants. The walk is
fun for people of all ages. Best to wear
sturdy footgear suitable for wet walking.
For more information,
contact TCONR, 512- 441-1122,
tconr@texas.net, or, in Dallas,
call Joanne Hill at 214-353-9984.
MAR 27-28 (SAT - SUN) BACKPACK IN
CANEY CREEK WILDERNESS,
ARKANSAS. Hike the entire 9 mile length
of the Caney Creek Trail. Some people
think the west part of the Caney Creek
trail near the Cossatot River is nicer than
the popular east end, but we seldom hike
it due to the loooong car shuttle required.
We’ll get around that on this trip with a
key exchange. Half of the group (lead by
Bill Greer) will hike in from the east, the
other half (lead by Arthur Kuehne) will
hike in from the west. We'll camp together
Saturday night and trade car keys.
Sunday each group will hike out to the
other cars. We'll meet halfway again
Sunday afternoon.
Leaders: Bill Greer (h)972-964-1781,
email wbgreer@worldnet.att.net.
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Arthur Kuehne 214-902-9260 or
arthur@akuehne.com.
Contact Bill Greer to sign up.
MAR 28 (SUN) ANNUAL SIERRA CLUB
AZALEA DAYHIKE along turtle creek in
Dallas. Leisurely 1.5- or 2 hour walk with
rest stops. Suitable for children in
strollers. Meet 2:00 PM at shopping strip
on Oak Lawn (4200 block) just north of
Wycliff. Take Oak Lawn Exit off I-35 or
Fitzhugh exit off Central Expressway. No
reservations needed.
Leader: Austin Brouns (214)-528-3812.
MAR 28(SUN) RIVER LEGACY PARK
BEGINNER DAYHIKE. This activity is
suited for those whos haven'thiked much
and want to enjoy a moderate pace on a
shorter trail with a group lunch. We will
hike a 3 mile loop trail through the woods
near the West Fork of the Trinity River.
Occasional stops along the level multi-use
dirt trail for viewing of potential wildlife
may be made. Meet at 10:00am in the
first parking lot on your right after entering
the park (look for large white van with
DART logo.) Bring water and a picnic
lunch for after the hike. We will enjoy a
group picnic at one of the picinic areas
near the parking area. For those who
want to hike after lunch, we will do the
other part of the trail (probably all paved)
that runs another 3-4 miles. The park is
located at 701 NW Green Oaks BLVD,
which is just west of Cooper St in
North Arlington (FW Mapsco #68M.) To
enter the park, Turn North on Margaret
from Green Oaks Blvd. No reservations
needed.
Leader Allan Logan, 214-763-4884,
alogan@raytheon.com
APR 3 (SAT) RICHLAND CHAMBERS
WETLANDS PROJECT CONSERVATION
DAYHIKE. Take a guided tour of this wetlands project which treats wastewater
from Tarrant County cities; then returns
treated water into the drinking water
supply. Tour the entire project, from Trinity
River water source, through discharge to
Richland Chambers Lake. Meet at REI no
later than 9:00 A.M. to car-pool to the
site near Streetman, TX (105+ miles one
way). Bring a lunch and drink, or plan
on eating late. Very limited parking is
available at the site. This outing will be
cancelled in the event of flooding at the
site.
Leaders: Rita Beving Griggs
214-373-3808,rita@dallassierraclub.org
Grayson Garner 214-596-9827;
graygarner@juno.com.
APR 3 (SAT) SIXTH ANNUAL WORLD'S
LONGEST DAYHIKE. If you're tough
enough, or crazy enough, come and join
your fellow Sierrans for a 23-mile dayhike
on theWhite Rock Creek and White Rock
Lake trails. This is our sixth year. Don't
you think it’s time you joined us? Meet at
8:00 AM at the north end of the White
Rock Creek trail in Valley View Park, on
Valley View, just east of the intersection of
Hillcrest and Valley View (just north of
635, Mapsco 15-R). We'll hike down to
White Rock Lake, around it, and back.
Bring your most comfortable walking
shoes, Mole Skin, extra socks, water
(water and bathrooms are available along
the trail), lunch, and rain gear
(if rain is in the forecast). We'll make a

snack/lunch stop at the 7-11 near the
White Rock Lake spillway. Optional dinner
and foot replacement after the
hike.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H) arthur@akuehne.com
APR 9-11 (FRI-SUN) BACKPACK on the
OZARK HIGHLANDS TRAIL. The Ozark
Highlands Trail in northern Arkansas was
voted one of the 10 best trails in the
United States by Backpacker Magazine
and is widely recognized as one of the
country most scenic trails. We will backpack about 25 miles near the western end
of this 165-mile trail. Participants in this
moderately strenuous trip will experience
beautiful early spring color, scenic vistas,
and numerous waterfalls.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne 214-902-9260
or arthur@akuehne.com
APR 13(TUE) BABYHIKE ON THE
CHISHOLM TRAIL IN PLANO. What's a
Baby Hike? Bring your infant or toddler
and a stroller and we'll see if we can
make about a mile on the paved trail.
Meet at 5:30PM in front of the Starbucks
north side of 15th just west of US 75 in
Plano (Mapsco 658V) Leader Mick Nolen
(and baby Sarah), 972-991-9351,
mick@dallassierraclub.org
APR 17-18 (SAT-SUN) 25th ANNUAL
TEXAS WILDERNESS POW WOW.
Come join fellow Sierrans and other
wilderness lovers from around the state at
the 25th annual Texas Wilderness Pow
Wow at Ratcliff Lake Recreations Area in
East Texas. Enjoy nature walks, an inspirational evening program, and live music
around the campfire.
Coordinator: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260 or arthur@akuehne.com
APR 17-18(SAT-SUN) Car Camping trip
to Pedernales Falls State Park.
Arrive Friday evening. Saturday morning
take a four mile hike to Jone's Spring. Eat
lunch at the spring. Then take another
route about six miles back to the start.
Saturday night have a cook out for dinner.
Sunday morning go to Hamiltons Pool and
eatlunch at The Salt Lick in Driftwood
where the trip would end.
Leader: Greg Holman,
GregHolman@webtv.net, 214-398-8061
MAY 28- JUN 1(FRI-TUE) MEMORIAL
DAY BUS TRIP to the WHITE MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS. Enjoy one of five
different 3-day backpack trips in the
central New Mexico mountains just north
of the Ruidoso ski area. Hikes range from
moderate to strenuous. We recommend
that participants have at least one prior
backpacking trip. Sign up soon, this trip
fills up fast. Our chartered sleeper bus will
leave Dallas at 4:30 PM on Friday, May
28 and return at about 5:00 AM on
Tuesday, June 1. Cost is $180 for
members and $195 for nonmemers.
Leader: Terry Sullivan,
terry@dallassierraclub.org,
972-492-3038.
JULY 10-17(SAT-SUN) Backpack 5 days
Kings Canyon National Park. Elevations
to 11,000 ft. Redwoods, firs, flowers, snow
capped mountains and lakes. Strenuous.
Leader Don Purinton,
dpurinton@comcast.net

5
or 972-985-1774
AUG 7-14(SAT-SAT) Backpack the Grand
Canyon of the Olympic National Park. 4 to
5 days backpacking and day hike other
areas. Max elevation 6K feet. Fly to
Seattle and rent cars. Mod. to strenuous.
Leader:Don Purinton,
dpurinton@comcast.net
or 972-985-1774.
NON-SIERRA CLUB OUTINGS
The following is/are privately sponsored
and administered trip(s). Sierra Club takes
no responsibili ty and makes no representations or warranties about the quality,
safety, supervision or management o f
these trips. They are published as a reader service because they may be of interest to recipients of this publication.
FEB 29(SUN) Great Trinty Forrest
Dayhike. Any Dallasite can walk in
the Great Trinity Forest, just south of
existing levees, meet at 3:00 p.m. with
environmental leaders. The walk will start
west of the Trinity at a parking area on the
upstream side of the Martin Luther King
Bridge next to the Stewart Body Shop, at
the corner of Cedar Crest Blvd. and 11th
Street. The Great Trinity Forest is old and
wild, with numerous trees, flowers, birds,
and other species. Charles Allen, of Trinity
River Expeditions, will lead the walk. A
short walk upstream from the bridge will
reveal American Elm, Mulberry,
Cottonwood, Bois d'Arc, Ash-Leafed
Maple, Hackberry, Cedar Elm, Black
Willow, Ancient Pecan (one measuring
127 inches in circumference) and the Don
Henley Bur Oak. Some of the plants on
the edge and in the understory include
Saw-leaf daisy, Texas vervain, Elderberry,
Wild Rye grass and Inland Sea Oats
grass. Co-sponsors of the walk include
Texas Committee on Natural Resources,
Sierra Club, Audubon Dallas, Save Open
Space, Save The Trinity, Friends of
the Trinity, Dallas Historic Tree
Preservation, Dry Gulch Recycling
Center, TrinityRiver Action Coalition, and
White Rock Heritage District.
SEPT 12-18 (SUN- SAT) BOUNDARY
WATERS CANOE AREA, MINNESOTA.
Come smallmouth bass fishing in
September! Far fewer people, Splashes of
red and yellow start to dab the forest as
the maples and birches turn color against
the dark green of the pines, the bugs are
gone, and the occasional northern lights
sightings start to improve again.The fishing significantly improves as the lakes
start cooling for the November freeze-up.
Called the Looniest Place in America by
Backpacker Magazine.Possible side trip to
the International Wolf Center in Ely.
Fishing is catch & release. Deposit req.
Permit has a limit of four canoes and nine
people.
Leader: Paul Huston at 972-732-6566,
angler4055@yahoo.com

Mick Nolen
mick@dallassierraclub.org
Outings Chair
Dallas Regional Group
Sierra Club
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AIR ADVOCATES MAKE PROGRESS ON CLEAN AIR EFFORTS
State Environmental Agency Maintains Position to Include Ellis County in Non-attainment
By Rita Beving, Conservation Chair

On February 2, numerous environmental activists from
the Sierra Club, Blue Skies Alliance, Downwinders at
Risk, and Public Citizen traveled to Austin to give
testimony to the state environmental agency, the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality, on why Ellis
County should be included with the present four
counties of Tarrant, Dallas, Collin, and Denton as a
clean air violator.

Ellis County is the home to TXI, Holsim, and other
cement plants with whom we have been battling for
years to reduce their emissions by using more effective
pollution controls. Ellis County is especially important to
the DFW area as the prevailing winds which blow from
the southwest carry pollution into the Metroplex more
than 60% of the year. The cement plants produce the
equivalent pollution of 600,000 cars. Even while the EPA
is pondering its decision to include Ellis County as part
of the non-attainment area, Holsim has applied for a
permit that would double their emissions.

“The Metroplex will never succeed in its clean air strategy if neighboring polluting counties aren’t subject to the
same scrutiny and ramifications as our four county
area,” commented Rita Beving, conservation chair of the
Dallas Sierra Club. “We are already experiencing a ‘ring
around the collar’ effect as dirty industries are applying
for air permits as close as one quarter mile from the four
county line to set up shop to avoid the stringent air rules
our area faces.”

Striking testimony was given by a Midlothian mother of
two: “I came today because I live in Midlothian and I
care about my family’s health,“ Mrs. Tom Broyle said.
Refuting the local cement plants’ claims that they are
”good corporate citizens,” she added: “The cement
plants, they talk a good talk, but they don’t walk the talk.
I think it’s time they get some exercise. I think it’s time
they really have to clean up.”

TXI also testified at the hearing with hired consultants to
convince the commissioners that asking the plants to
clean up would make no significant difference to them or
to clean air efforts. Many of our activists found it rather
amusing that TXI would spend money on consultants
and a study if they truly believe the stricter rules would
not affect them.

Congressman Barton, whose district includes Ellis
County, also asked the commissioners to exclude Ellis
from the non-attainment area. In a letter to the commissioners, Mr. Barton asked that they not expand the violator list past the four core counties, claiming that our local
air quality is already getting better.

During the last congressional session, Congressman
Barton attempted to undermine clean air efforts by
adding an extension for DFW beyond 2010 to meet the
state’s air implementation plan within the failed energy
bill.

Board Certified
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According to Fox Channel 4 reports, TXI is
Congressman Barton’s sixth largest campaign contributor, with TXU and Reliant Energy respectively his second and third largest contributors.

After almost three hours of public comment about public
health, clean air, and the economy, the three state environmental commissioners decided not to change their
recommendation from last year to add Ellis County
along with Parker and Johnson County to the non-attainment area. The commissioners further instructed their
staff to forward requested air modeling and other data to
the EPA, leaving the final decision of additional counties
to be added to the non-attainment list in the EPA’s
hands.

Texas Board of
Legal Specialization

972-416-2500
Fax 972-417-0685

1120 Metrocrest, Suite 200
Carrollton, TX 75006

The new EPA Regional Administrator, Richard Greene,
has not only accepted the list of these three counties,
but also expressed a desire to include Rockwall,
Henderson, Hood, Hunt and Kaufman counties. The
EPA is expected to issue its final decree on the counties’
inclusion issue by mid-April.

Volunteers are badly needed as the tug-of-war over the
inclusion of Ellis County and other clean air issues heats
up between now and the end of spring. If you can help
with clean air issues, call Molly Rooke at 214-369-6667
or email Molly at molly@dallassierraclub.org. Another
great way to get educated on air issues is to attend the
Clean Air Meetings on the third Wednesday of the
month at Calle Doce restaurant at 7:00 pm on Live Oak,
sponsored by the Blue Skies Alliance. For meeting info,
call 972-296-9100.

CALL
TO DAY

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS YOU CAN USE
By Rita Beving, Conservation Chair
If you want to keep up with
environmental news but don’t
have the time to dig through the
paper, take a look at ENN, the
Environmental News Network.
ENN gathers news from other
news sources and environmental groups to give you a snap-

shot via email of what’s happening around the US and the rest
of the globe on the environment. You can subscribe online
to this news-at-a-glance network by going to www.enn.com.
There you’ll also find ENN's

Environmental Marketplace, a
valuable resource that brings
together hundreds of companies that have demonstrated a
commitment to healthy living
and environmental responsibility. Whether you’re looking for
goods such as food, cars, furni-

ture, and books, or seeking
services such as an environmental entertainer or interesting
eco travel, you will find sources
worth investigating at
www.enn.com/marketplace.

NEWS YOU CAN USE

The Compass

March 2004

7

Center For Biological Diversity Protecting Wolves
An Interview with Michael Robinson
SLIDE SHOW ON MEXICAN GRAY WOLVES
Our March speaker has been
working on the recovery of the
Mexican Gray Wolf with the
Center for Biological Diversity
since 1997.

What do you want our audience to know? I hope people
will understand exactly how the
livestock industry is undermining recovery, and what the
wolves need to survive.

When did the reintroduction
of wolves begin?
Reintroduction began in 1998
after a successful suit by a
coalition of organizations
against the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. That same
year, we prevailed in a livestock
industry suit that sought to halt
the reintroduction and remove
all the wolves from the wild.
Over the years, we have also
succeeded in getting cattle
removed from hundreds of
thousands of acres of the
Mexican Wolves’ habitat in the
Gila and Apache National
Forests; livestock and federal
“control” actions ostensibly to

protect such stock are the primary threat to the wolves’ survival.

What is the projected future
of the Mexican Gray Wolf? It
depends. The ranchers might
still succeed in destroying this
population through the illegal
killing of wolves, combined with
ongoing aggressive federal
control actions. But public pressure may force the Fish and
Wildlife Service to reform the
program, in which case the
wolves will undoubtedly thrive.
What work has yet to be done?
We need to make this a major
public issue.
How can people help? I’ll tell
you at the meeting how you
can help by to writing letters to
the Fish and Wildlife Service
and Federal legislators.

For more information, visit
http://www.biologicaldiversity.or
g/swcbd/species/mexwolf/index.
html

Study Shows Organic Produce
Significantly Lower in Pesticides
Most people think that organically grown
fruit and vegetables contain fewer pesticides than conventionally grown produce.
Studies show that they are right and that
the difference is significant.
In 2002, four scientists from Consumers
Union, publisher of Consumer Reports, and
the Organic Materials Review Institute, a
research organization in Eugene, Ore.,
published the first detailed analysis of pesticide-residue data in foods grown organically and conventionally. The study shows
that people who buy organic produce are
one-third as likely to encounter pesticide
residues as those who buy conventionally
grown foods.
Data from Consumers Union tests and mul-

tiyear surveys conducted by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and by the
California Department of Pesticide
Regulation all yielded similar results. The
USDA data shows that 73 percent of conventionally grown produce contains at least
one pesticide residue, while only 23 percent of organic produce does.
Conventionally grown crops are six times
more likely as organic ones to contain
residues of more than one pesticide, the
data show.
Why should organically grown food have
any pesticide residues at all? When the
authors excluded residues of long-banned
insecticides such as DDT that persist in the
environment, the fraction of organic samples containing pesticide dropped almost
by half, to 13 percent. Beyond this past
pesticide use, "drift" from spraying at nearby nonorganic farms and possible mislabel-

ing may account for some remaining
traces.
Protecting Your Family’s Health
There is no definitive proof that organic
produce offers a nutritional advantage over
conventionally grown fruit and vegetables.
It is not known how much risk is entailed in
consuming tiny quantities of pesticides on
food over a lifetime.

Consumers Union, publisher of Consumer
Reports Magazine, is an independent nonprofit testing, educational and information
organization serving only the consumer.
For a summary of the Consumers Union
study and information on how to purchase
the full text (for $22), go to www.consumersunion.org

