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The Big Bend Bus Trip

11/26 • 12/1
How long has it been since
you’ve been to Big Bend?
Check this month’s Outings list for more
details. Page 4.

2003 Holiday Party
Important news: It’s in a new location.
See page 1 for details.

November’s Program
John M. Davis, an Urban Biologist from
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
will show a presentation discussing how
traditional urbanization causes radical
shifts in wildlife populations. Page 1.
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P A Y R O L L D E D U C T I O N CAMPAIGN

When Plan A Fails,Take up Plan B HELPS SIERRA CLUB
T

- Eroding soils and shrinking cropland:
Overgrazing, overplowing and deforestation are driving desertification of cropland
while expansion of populations reduce
available cropland.
- Rising temperatures and rising seas:
Climate change is exacerbating the
desertification of the interiors of continents, driving more frequent and destructive storms and threatening to create
“ecological refugees.”

Ann Drum
Dallas Sierra Club Chair

MARKS THIS YEAR'S HOLIDAY PARTY SITE
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11/26 • 12/1
How long has it been since
you’ve been to Big Bend?
Check this month’s Outings list
for more details.

N O V E M B E R ’ S

P R O G R A M

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9

NEW LOCATION
A

re you a Sierra Holiday Party regular? If not, you don't know what fun
you're missing. Whether you are or
not, make sure this year you DON'T go to
Winfrey point on Saturday, December 13 at
7:00 p.m. Or you'll need binoculars to see
us across the lake at the Dreyfuss Club which is in another part of the park and only
accessibe off Buckner Blvd.
Anyway, come join us for the biggest
potluck buffet in town. Bring your utensils, plate, and a dish to share. If you'd
wish, bring your favorite sparkling beverage as well.
Bring your checkbook for the Silent
Auction. There you'll find great new or
barely touched camping gear, entertainment and date packages, cool decorative
items and more. Where else can you buy a
winetasting for 30 of your friends at a
low,low cost? Or a weekend package to
Crested Butte? And more great stuff.
We also have a raffle. For your admis-

For more information, see the Dallas
Sierra Club website: www.dallassierraclub.org.

sion to the party of $8 per person and $15
per couple, you will receive raffle tickets for
some great prizes which will be given away
during the party. If you care to donate
items to the raffle or the auction, please call
Rita Beving at 214-373-3808. If you'd like
to help decorate for the party, call Barb
Rike at 972-690-8105. If you'd like to help
with food, call Charlotte Leonard at 972754-1474. See the map in this newsletter
for directions.

Keynote Speaker: Urbanization and the
Wildlife Response. John M. Davis, an Urban
Biologist from the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department will show a presentation discussing how traditional urbanization causes
radical shifts in wildlife populations.
"As we develop property, we usually disturb
soil, alter the vegetation composition, impact
the watershed with impervious surfacing and
ultimately simplify or eliminate wildlife habitat.
Wildlife populations respond to these
changes in varying ways. Some species
increase while some decrease.
In general, the overall effect is not a positive
one. However, we do not have to continue this
cycle. There are many projects begun in the
last few years that are demonstrating practical, profitable ways to develop property and
maintain an area's ecological integrity. In the
past, we have had the power to radically alter
our environment. That same power can be
used to make our future better than our past."
Short Program: Bill Greer will provide a visual
show from one of his numerous expeditions
into the great outdoors!
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The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are held the second Wednesday
of each month. Meetings are open to
all interested persons. The meetings
begin at 7pm at the E.D. Walker
School on the corner of Montfort and
Wozencraft, MAPSCO 15S.
Galleria

Valley View

LBJ Freeway
Harvest Hill

E.D. Walker
Vanguard School

Wozencraft

Forest Lane

Preston Road

- Emerging water shortages:
Water
tables are falling all over the world, raising
concern about future food production and
food prices.

The good news is that we can address
each of these threats with a new approach
to water policy, erosion control practices,
and a reasonable investment in education,
family planning, nutrition and health care
for the world’s poor. He asserts that we can
cut world carbon emissions in half by 2015.
So what is Plan B? It is “rapid systemic
change – change based on market signals
that tell the ecological truth”. He advocates
a restructuring of the tax system to shift
taxes away from income and onto environmentally destructive activities such as
burning fossil fuels. It also includes shifting
subsidies, especially away from fossil fuels
and nuclear energy to renewable energy.
We must also make an investment in stabilizing world population and helping the
world’s poor break the cycle of poverty and
disease that contributes to increasing economic and political instability as well as
ecological destruction.
“The good news,” he says, “is that there
are solutions to the problems we are facing.
The bad news is that if we continue to rely
on timid, incremental responses, our bubble economy will continue to grow until
eventually it bursts.”

Monfort / Nuestra

In a nutshell, these are the “mega-threats”
he perceives:

- Our socially divided world: Poverty and
disease are reinforcing each other, trapping
much of the world’s population in a vicious
cycle of poverty, with consequences for
both the world economy and environment.

Tollway

P

lan A is failing, and it’s time to implement Plan B – a complete restructuring of the economy, done at wartime
speed. That’s the message from Lester
Brown in his new book, Plan B: Rescuing a
Planet Under Stress and a Civilization in
Trouble. According to Brown, we have built
an “environmental bubble economy”, and
time is running out to do something before
it bursts.
What is Plan A? It is business as usual:
a fossil fuel powered economy which is
consuming the natural resource endowment that sustains it and which is threatened by climate change, eroding soils,
falling water tables, expanding deserts,
epidemic disease, social upheaval and
political instability.

he annual payroll deduction charitable campaigns are underway in
many workplaces. The Sierra Club
is one of the beneficiaries of Earth Share of
Texas, the federation of environmental and
conservation charities that raise money
through workplace payroll deduction in
Texas.
Over 150,000 North Texas employees
currently have the option of giving to the
Sierra Club Foundation or other Earth
Share of Texas charities. You may be one
of them! If you’re not, help us make this
option a reality at your workplace. Contact
David M. Smith, the North Texas
Representative of Earth Share of Texas, at
david@earthshare-texas.org or 972-516-3849.
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Letter From Chair
Water Expert Says Greater Efficiency Possible
Dr. Peter Gleick, one of the world’s experts in freshwater resources, told Dallas water
planners that substantially greater water efficiency can be achieved, possibly eliminating the need for new reservoirs to meet North Texas’ future water needs.
Dr. Gleick, founder of the Pacific Institute in Oakland, California (www.pacinst.org) and
a recent winner of a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship (the so-called “genius grant”),
identified several strategies which Texas could use to reduce water consumption in all
water use sectors: agricultural, industrial and municipal.
Dr. Gleick drew on the experience of California, which has already achieved substantial efficiencies through such measures as rebates for replacement of old toilets
and washing machines with low-water models, use of recycled water on golf courses,
design standards for landscaping, residential and commercial water audit programs,
and conservation pricing.
Even after the progress that California has made, Dr. Gleick estimates that it can still
realize a 40% reduction in residential water use with existing cost-effective technologies – technologies like low-flow toilets which are widely available and which pay for
themselves in water savings.
He estimates that California can still reduce its overall water use by 1/3 if it fully
implements existing technologies in commercial and agricultural sectors, too. Many of
these technologies, like high-efficiency clothes washers, offer the dual benefit of saving energy as well as water.
He urged the audience of water planners to think differently about the concept of
“demand”. We don’t want to use water, he says, we want goods and services, and it
takes water to produce them. The question is, how much water is required to produce
the goods and services that we desire?
He cited as an example the water efficiencies realized in the production of steel. In
the 1930s it took 200 tons of water to produce 1 ton of steel. In the 1980s that requirement had been reduced to 20 tons of water to produce 1 ton of steel – a 90% increase
in efficiency. Today, the most efficient steel plans in South Korea use 2-3 tons of water
to produce 1 ton of steel. Overall, that’s about a 99% increase in efficiency.
He says the potential for “enormous” increases in efficiency in the agricultural sector
exist. We can grow more with less water, and he offered examples where that is being
demonstrated in California.
We also must think differently about “supply”. We must match the end use with the
quality of water needed and recycle and reuse water for appropriate purposes. For
example, we don’t need to put water treated at a high cost to potable standards on
golf courses.
Dr. Gleick also urged the water planners to take climate change into account in planning for the future. He said the debate is over about whether climate change will occur;
rather, the questions that remain have to do with its severity, how fast it will occur,
regional impacts, the costs of mitigation and who’s going to pay.
The hydrologic cycle will be significantly affected by climate change in diverse and
complex ways, affecting water and wastewater systems. Climate change adds new
uncertainty to issues such as risk of flood and droughts, the demand for irrigation water,
and the consequences of increased temperatures in rivers. He warned that traditional
water planners and managers are not prepared to respond to these challenges.
There is no longer any single, simple solution to satisfying our future water needs.
Instead, we need to implement a variety of strategies, and he called for increased funding of innovative water use programs at the local level. He urged planners “to get smart
about water economics” and to plan for climate change, because it will be a lot cheaper to prepare for it now than to deal with its impacts later.
To learn more about Dr. Gleick’s vision of water planning in the 21st century, read
“The Soft Path For Water”, chapter 1 of The World’s Water 2002-2003: The Biennial
Report on Freshwater Resources. Download the article at http://www.pacinst.org/book.

GENERAL
CALENDAR
11/5 • 12/3 First Wednesday. Executive
Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI 2nd
floor metting room (I-635 between Welch
Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to
discuss Club projects, policy and
finances. All members are welcome to
attend and participate. Call Ann Drum at
214-350-6108.
11/12 • 12/10 Second Wednesday.
Sierra Club General Meeting 7:008:30pm in the auditorium at ED Walker
School (Corner of Montfort & Wozencraft,
MAPSCO 15S), come early to pick up
activity materials and afterwords join the
socializing at Juan’s Cantina.
11/14 • 12/12 Second Friday. Deadline
for electronic materials to be submitted to The Compass. E-mail matt@dallassierraclub.org or deliver diskettes to
editors during the General Meeting.
11/19 • 12/17 Third Wednesday. Outings
Comittee Meeting 7:00PM REI (Mapsco
14Q), to discuss outings schedules and
issues. All outings leaders, future outings
leaders, and interested Sierrans are welcome. Call Mick Nolen at 972-991-9351 for
more information.
11/24 • 12/22
Inner City Outings
Meeting. Monday. 7PM at REI. Contact
David McCalib at 972-438-1269.
11/26 • 12/24 Fourth Wednesday.
Newsletter Party 7:00PM at the Chruchill
Recreation Center at Hillcrest &
Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help
sort, bundle and label the newsletter.
Socializing afterward. Contact Arthur
Kuehne at 214-902-9260.

**********
Whether it’s called a “wartime mobilization”, a “New Manhattan Project”, or a “New
Apollo Project”, there are a lot of influential thinkers encouraging us to focus our
resources on a dramatic restructuring of the economy, starting with the type of energy
that drives it. The Sierra Club is a partner in the Apollo Alliance, a campaign to build a
constituency for a bold program to drive clean energy and create jobs. Learn more:
www.apolloalliance.org.

Board Certified
Civil Trial Law
&
Personal Injury Trial Law

Ann Drumm
Dallas Sierra Club Chair

Buy from us and support our
local conservation network

Texas Board of
Legal Specialization

Purchase a calendar today
through our website:

972•416•2500
Fax 972•417•0685

www.dallassierraclub.org

1120 Metrocrest, Suite 200

Carrollton,TX 75006
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Announcements
Newsletter Party Coordinator
Coordinate the monthly mailing of the Compass. 3-4 hours / month, responsibility can
be divided. Contact Arthur Kuehne, 214-902-9260.

Webmaster Assistant
Do you know how to create and revise web pages? Want to learn? We need an assistant Webmaster. Contact Kris Sands, 972-442-0491.

HELP WANTED! Volunteer Announcements On-line
Want to volunteer but don’t have lots of time? Check out our new Volunteer Board and
take home the card that describes a job that suits you. The approximate time commitment is indicated on the card. New opportunities posted each month! There's also an
online version at www.dallassierraclub.org.

Clipboard Coordinator
Coordinate the clipboard sign-up sheets and distribute the names of interested volunteers to club leaders. Call Ann Drumm, 214-350-6108.

The Oldest and the Youngest Sierra Club Members Well, maybe not. Pictured above
are Arthur Kuenhne, Outings Training Coordinator, and Sarah Nolen, Daughter of Jessica
and Mick Nolen, Outings Chairman, at October's general meeting.

Help Plan Volunteer Party
Our annual Holiday Party is coming up! We need help working on decorations and
setup, bringing food and selling tickets. If you can help, call Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

Help Plan our Big Event
We're forming a committee to investigate the possibility of bringing a nationally-known
speaker to Dallas. If you have experience with major fund-raising events, or if you are
interested in helping us plan an event to appeal to the community at large, we would like
to hear from you. Call Mary Colston at 214-618-1424.

Be an Advocate to the Community
Are you interested in being trained to make presentations to the community on conservation issues? We're looking for energetic volunteers to help us build a long-term public education program. The first issue will be water conservation, and training will begin
this fall. Contact Ann Drumm 214-350-6108.

QUALITY CAR CARE
Professional mechanical service for domestic and
import automobiles, diesel and gas motor coaches

$25 OFF

WITH THIS AD PER CAR
214-341-3337

10717 E. Northwest Hwy • Dallas, TX 75238
The Dallas Sierra Club would like to thank the folks at QCC
for donating the space for the garage sale fund raiser.

Volunteer of the Month
JENNY LEHMAN

I

s there a “single” member of the Dallas
Sierra Club who doesn’t know Jenny
Lehman? Jenny is our tireless Singles
Coordinator who has created and organized outings, activities, and dinners for the
Singles group for the last 3 years. Jenny
joined the Dallas Sierra Club four years
ago.
She served on the Executive
Committee of the Ft.Worth Sierra Club
while simultaneously taking over the position of Singles Coordinator for the Dallas
Sierra Club. And what a job she’s done!
As the energetic coordinator, Jenny’s creativity brought the Sierra Singles to new
dimensions. The activities grew from one
dinner a month to a myriad of activities such
as musicals, concerts, trips to museums
and art galleries, camping trips, sporting
events, and hikes in all areas of the
Metroplex. Jenny is responsible for planning many of the events and assists others
in event planning. She oversees the advertising of events and takes calls from people
having questions or needing directions.
She has helped to implement and coordi-

Jenny Lehman gives the thumbs up sign
upon realization that she’ll make the summit of Mt. Sneffels, 14,150 feet, near
Ouray, CO.
nate social activities for the Dallas Sierra
Club outside of the Singles group.
She is an attentive, gregarious leader
who makes sure that all present have an
enjoyable time. We are appreciative of the
time, effort and creativity brought to this
position that benefits so many each month.
Thanks, Jen!

Thanks for the Memories
N E W S L E T T E R E D I TO R S AY S T H A N K Y O U

I

t’s been a long and fruitful two years as
your newsletter editor, and I have to say,
I’ve enjoyed every minute of it.
But, financial woes have caught up with
me and I’ve found it necessary to move in
with my folks. It’s not so bad, considering
they live in Colorado.
I would just like to take this opportunity to
thank you for letting me do the newsletter
while I could. You guys are a great crew of
people. And whatever you do, DON’T GIVE
UP!!! You guys are making a great impact
on Dallas.
When I joined the Sierra Club, I was pretty much like anyone else, thinking, “What
can one guy do to change things?” Having
seen Sierrans at work has really changed
my point of view. I am amazed at what you
guys have accomplished and look forward
to hearing more good news.

Matt Wales gets the good word out at an
environmental protest.

Matt Wales

The Compass
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Sierra Club Outings
www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking
Canoeing
Car Camping
Cycling
Day Hiking
Education
Fishing
Service Project
Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:
outings.list@dallassierraclub.org

NOV 1 (SAT) TURTLE CREEK / KATY
TRAIL DAYHIKE
Meet at 9:00 am at
Reverchon Park at the corner of Turtle
Creek Drive and Maple (parking lot on the
left, after the entrance). We’ll walk at a
moderate pace on paved trails along beautiful Turtle Creek, and return on the Katy
Trail for a total of about three miles. We
may also learn a little about urban storm
water runoff quality and control. Bring
water and wear comfortable shoes.
Optional brunch afterwards. No reservations necessary.
Leader: Don Callaway
214-674-5636 (H)
don.callaway@comcast.net
NOV 7 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the November
Outings List and December Newsletter.
Contact Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@DallasSierraClub.org

Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members
and non-members. Some trips may require special
qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each
outing / trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and
assume no responsibility above that of trip organizer. If you have a medical problem, it is your
responsibility to inform the leader before the outing
/ trip. Outing / Trip leaders are encouraged to participate in training and classes to increase their
skills, but they are not paid professionals. They will
assist you within their limitations. It is the responsibility of the participant to be aware of any personal
limitations before going on an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings. Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or
outing start point. Leaders cannot assign carpools,
but may help coordinate ride sharing for energy
conservation and to promote fellowship. All noncommercial transportation is the responsibility of
the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary,
but the costs are shared. The usual method of
sharing transportation cost is for all riders in the car,
including the driver, to divide the cost of transportation equally. The recommended method of computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by $0.13 a
mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and $0.19
for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or some
other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate
in an outing contact the leader, who will decide if
the trip you are interested in is suitable for you
based on your capabilities and the demands of the
trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people
allowed on a given outing / trip. Reservations are
necessary for outings unless otherwise noted. If
you must cancel, inform the leader as soon as possible so that someone else can go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who
has volunteered his / her free time to allow you to
go on the trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you are interested in becoming a leader,
contact either the Outings Chair or the appropriate
Outings Committee Coordinator on the newsletter
back page.
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NOV 8-9 (SAT-SUN) EXPLORATORY
BACKPACK AT MCGEE CREEK Come
and check out this very nice natural scenic
recreation area just two hours north of
Dallas. It features thick woods with scenic
bluffs, and interesting trails going down to
the lake. We'll backpack over mostly familiar trails, then do day hikes to see if we can
track down some others. Suitable for beginners. Drive up Friday night and stay at the
state park, or leave home early Saturday
morning and meet us at the trail head.
Contact: Mike Rawlins
972-783-0962
mike@rawlinsecconsulting.com

NOV 8 (SAT) HEARD NATURAL SCIENCE MUSEUM & WILDLIFE SANCTUARY EXPLORATION Never been to the
Heard Museum in McKinney? Here's your
chance to explore the trails at the wildlife
sanctuary and hopefully spot some wildlife.
Meet at 9:00 AM in the Heard parking lot
and we'll hike approximately 4-miles on
both paved and dirt trails. Admission to the
grounds & hiking trails is $5 per adult, $3 for
children 3-12 and senior citizens. If you
decide to browse the exhibits in the museum in addition, the admission is $8 per
adult, $5 for children and senior citizens.
See the Heard website for directions &
more info: www.heardmuseum.org. No sign up
required; just show up. Optional lunch after
the hike.
Leaders: Kim Unertl
Tim Coffman
469-323-2438
unertl@mac.com

NOV 8 (SAT) DAY HIKE AT ELM FORK
NATURE PRESERVE This hike is for slow
hikers only. Suitable for escorted children.
Be sure and bring mosquito repellant. We
will hike two trails, one dirt and the other
paved. You may want to bring a sack lunch
for an optional get together after the hike.

From I-35 exit west on Sandy Lake road and
about 100 yards from the Elm Fork Bridge
exit left on McInnish road and go about one
mile to the Preserve. Meet at 9:30am.
Leaders: Lige & Marion Balceszak
972-416-0630
lige@gte.net

NOV 8 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas Sierra
Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda Plaza
(on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital, just
north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J) at
8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244(H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

NOV 15 (SAT) BIKE WHITE ROCK LAKE
An easy ride of 17 miles round trip; taking
the trail to, then once around the lake. We'll
be riding about two hours and take water
breaks. We'll meet at 9:00 AM at Moss Park
in Dallas. Moss Park is located at the S.E.
corner of Greenville and Royal, entrance off
Greenville. Lunch at a nearby eatery.
Leader: Sonny Fee
972-671-2112(H)
mgfee2@msn.com
NOV 19 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring your
ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club Outings
program. We will be planning outings and
bus trips. All outings leaders, future outings
leaders, and interested Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org

NOV 22 (SAT) HORSE SHOE TRAIL
BEGINNERS DAYHIKE This activity is suited for those who haven't hiked much and
want to enjoy a moderate pace on a shorter
trail with a group lunch afterwards. We will
hike 3 to 4 miles on a looped trail located in
a woody area in Oak Grove Park (near the
southern edge of Lake Grapevine).
Occasional stops along the mostly level,
mostly dirt, multi-use trail may be made for
viewing of wildlife. Meet at 10:00 am in the
parking lot of Elliott's Hardware located at
108 W Northwest Hwy in Grapevine (Fort
Worth Mapsco #27M, look for large white
van with DART logo). We will meet and then
go to the trailhead. After the hike, we will
enjoy the lunch buffet at Wilhoite's restaurant in downtown Grapevine. No reservations needed. Call or email for directions
and carpool information.
Leader: Allan Logan
214-763-4884
alogan@raytheon.com

NOV 26-DEC 1 (WED EVEN-MON MORN)
ANNUAL BIG BEND BUS TRIP The
Dallas Sierra Club Thanksgiving tradition

November 2003

continues with the annual bus trip to Big
Bend. New This Year: An option to backpack
the Rancherias Trail in the Big Bend Ranch
State Natural Area (strenuous). The canoe
trip option will be available again this year
as well. If you've never been, you owe it to
yourself to discover this unique part of
Texas. If you've been before, take advantage of the new options! Our chartered
sleeper bus leaves Dallas on Wednesday at
6:30 PM and returns about 4:30 AM on
Monday. We will have four backpacking trips
from moderate to strenuous and one
canoeing trip through Boquillas Canyon
where the walls tower to over 1,200 feet.
Some backpacking experience is required
for the backpack trips and some canoe /
camping experience is required for the
canoe trip. The trip cost is $160 for Sierra
Club members and $175 for non-members.
Add $20 if you want to hike the Rancherias
Trail (this covers the per night camping fees
at the state park). Add $115 if you want to
do the canoe trip (this pays for the canoes,
and canoe shuttle). The canoe trip is limited
to the first 10 that qualify. A $10 fee is
charged for cancellations and no refunds
will be made after November 11 unless a
replacement is found.
Bus Trip Coordinator: Laura Kimberly
972-307-8364
lkimberly@comcast.net
To sign up, send a check payable to:
Dallas Sierra Club
to Laura Kimberly
3836 Belton Drive
Dallas, Texas 75287
DEC 5 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the December
Outings List and January Newsletter.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@DallasSierraClub.org

DEC 13 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas Sierra
Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda Plaza
(on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital, just
north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J) at
8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244 (H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

DEC 20 (SAT) DART TO ART DAYHIKE TO
FORT WORTH Meet at Dallas Union
Station at 8 am. From there, leave the driving to the train engineer and the bus driver
plus your own foot power. Well take the
Trinity Railway Express all the way to the
Fort Worth Intermodal Transportation
Center (ITC). Once we arrive there, we'll
hop on the bus to get to the Museum
District. At the museum, we'll have a free
one-hour guided tour from 10:30-11:30 am.
We'll have lunch at a nearby restaurant
(plan on around $10-$15) and then head
back to the museum for more exploration. If
time allows, we'll also check out the free

Continued on
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permanent collection at the nearby Kimbell
Art Museum. We'll arrive back in Dallas at
6:30 pm. Total cost for the day is $4.50 for
your transportation pass plus the cost of
lunch. Maximum trip size is 20. Families
are welcome.
Contact: Kim Unertl
unertl@mac.com
Tim Coffman
timcoffman@mac.com
(469)323-2438

JAN 10-11 (SAT-SUN)
LEADER
TRAINING
BACKPACKING
TRIP
Experienced backpackers and campers
interested in becoming Sierra Club backpack and camping leaders are invited to
participate. This "hands-on" learning experience will prepare you for the role of an
outings leader. Group dynamics, leadership skills, trip evaluations, wilderness
skills, legal concerns, and other topics will
be discussed. This is intended for those
who attended the Leader Training classroom sessions. If you did not attend and
are interested, please contact us.
Leaders: Arthur Kuehne
214-353-2927
arthur@dallassierraclub.org
Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org

SUV Backlash

T

he SUVs keep rolling off the car lots,
there's no denying that. And
Congress, which rejected an opportunity to increase fuel-efficiency standards
for cars and SUVs last year, is certainly not
poised to change its mind anytime soon.
But the notion that gas-guzzling SUVs
are our birthright as Americans is losing
traction. With a war against Iraq close at
hand, fuel-efficient vehicles are starting to
sound prudent to more and more
Americans, not just Sierra Clubbers and
their ilk. Gas-guzzling SUVs are becomingcross your fingers-uncool.
Certainly the backlash against SUVs,
simmering for years, is blazing now.
You can see it in the "What Would Jesus
Drive?" campaign launched last fall by the
Evangelical Environmental Network. You
can see it in the provocative TV ads aired by
commentator Arianna Huffington equating
SUV ownership with supporting terrorism.
"This is George," a child's voice says. "This

is the gas that George bought for his SUV.
These are the countries where the executives bought the oil that made the gas that
George bought for his SUV. These are the
terrorists who get money from those countries every time George fills up his SUV."
You can see it in Massachusetts
Governor Mitt Romney's proposal to eliminate all but the most essential SUVs in the
state government fleet in favor of cars that
get better mileage.
You can see it in the peace marchesSierra Club volunteers and staff marched in
San Francisco with an "environmentalists
against the war" contingent on January 18,
among placards that read, "If there's a war,
draft SUV drivers first."
There's more. Keith Bradshear, who covered the auto industry for The New York
Times until last year, blasted SUVs in "High
and Mighty: The World's Most Dangerous
Vehicles and How They Got That Way,"
published last September. A billboard for

BMW's Mini proclaims, "The SUV Official
Backlash Starts Today." The Bush administration's proposal to boost the tax deduction
businesses can take for new SUVs to
$25,000 was greeted with outrage, and
Senator
Barbara
Boxer
(D-Calif.)
announced a bill to stop it. Toyota promised
that every model it makes by 2004 will be
available as a hybrid. GM said it plans to
offer a broader array of hybrid gas-electric
vehicles. "You just can't fly in the face of
public opinion," said Robert Lutz, GM's vice
chairman for product development.
Last summer, after the Senate rejected a
fuel-economy hike, the Sierra Club
launched its "freedom option package"
campaign, in which we took the fight for fuel
efficiency to consumers and auto companies. Despite what our opponents might
say, the Sierra Club is not against SUVs per

See SUV Backlash on
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S i n g l e s
ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 AT 10:00
A.M. JOIN US FOR A 7-MILE AEROBIC
HIKE AT THE FORT WORTH NATURE
CENTER. Please allow plenty of driving
time, as there is construction on Jacksboro
Highway (199). Meet at the interpretive
center shortly before 10:00. Optional lunch
afterwards. Contact: Jenny Lehman.
NOV 22 (SAT) HORSE SHOE TRAIL
BEGINNERS HIKE This activity is suited
For those who haven't hiked much and want
to enjoy a moderate pace on a Shorter trail
with a group lunch afterwards. We will hike
3 to 4 miles on a looped trail located in a
woody area in Oak Grove Park (near the
southern edge of Lake Grapevine).
Occasional stops along the mostly level,
mostly dirt, multi-use trail may be made for
viewing of wildlife. Meet at 10:00 am in the
parking lot of Elliott's Hardware located at
108 W Northwest Hwy in Grapevine (Fort
Worth Mapsco #27M, look for large white
van with DART logo). Lunch buffet at
Wilhoite's in downtown Grapevine.
No
reservations needed. Call or email for
directions and carpool information. Leader:
Allan Logan 214-763-4884, send email to
alogan@raytheon.com.
Just a reminder that all events officially
begin at the event site / trail head. Contact
for Sierra Singles information: Jenny
Lehman, (817) 263 1357 or avidhiker@killerfrogs.com. See the Dallas Sierra Club home
page for instructions on how to subscribe to
the Sierra Singles listserv.
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SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 16 - CONSERVATION CONVERSATION
Join us at Preston Rd. / Forest Ln. at 6:30 pm. at La Madeleine - near Tom Thumb
on the northeast corner. Let's talk about conservation and the issues of the day
relating to that topic. No particular agenda in mind. Grab a bite to eat and feel comfortable in this casual conversational atmosphere. For more information, call Zach
at 214-350-4207.

Buy Groceries
& Help the Sierra Club
If you shop at Tom Thumb - go to the service desk
and get a reward card by giving them the Sierra
Club #3941.They will explain how to use the card.
If you shop at Kroger - pick up a Kroger card at the
next General Meeting, or call George Zimmerman
at (H) 972-315-2049 or email george@dallassierraclub.org
to get a card mailed to you.
Each time you use these cards to buy groceries, the
club receives .05% of what you spend, PLUS the
Sierra Club card gives you certain item specials.

TXI Case Back on the Move
J

ust thought I would update everyone on
the TXI case. As most of you remember,
this is our permit fight against the company's remaining dirty cement kilns in
Midlothian. Two of TXI's old kilns continue
to burn hazardous waste without adequate
pollution controls contributing to our bad air
quality. It is estimated that TXI puts out the
equivalent of 600,000 cars worth of pollution. Their emissions include lead, arsenic,
dioxin, chromium, cadmium--hundreds of
deadly pollutants.
Our appeal against the permit is back on
the move after a short haetus during this
legislative session and other pressing litigation our attorney, Stuart Henry, has been
involved in. Stuart has gained a new partner in his practice to help him with the case,
Phil Poplin. Hence Henry and Poplin are
now proceeding with motions on our behalf
and will move into filing the necessarybriefs
to more our appeal forward.
With this new movement on our case, so

are our legal bills. If you would care to
donate to our Friends of Clean Air litigation
Fund, write your donation to Sierra Club
Foundation and mail it to the address on
this newsletter. Make very sure you note in
the corner of your check that your donation
if for the "TXI litigation." Your donation is
tax deductible. This is my 5th year on this
case since we went into court in 1998, help
me and help our club finish the fight we
started to help protect our air.
Thank you for your support,
Rita Beving, Conservation Chair

Texas Forest Watch Weekend
NOVEMBER 7-9

J

oin Forest Watch and defend National
Forests in Texas from Bush’s Unhealthy
Forest Initiative! The Texas Forest Watch
Weekend is an opportunity for you to
dedicate your ideas, energy, and passion to
the campaign to protect your National
Forests from the destructive commercial
logging program. Help stop attacks on our
wild forests.
Friday and Saturday nights there will be a
campfire and local musicians. Saturday and
Sunday will be filled with issue briefings
and intensive workshops, taught by experienced individuals who share your passion
for protecting National forests!
The Sierra Club will provide food and
accommodations, and some travel
scholarships will be available. Let us
know you want to come the the Texas

Forest Watch Weekend!
Held at the Boykin Springs campground
near Lufkin. Take I-20 East to Tyler. Go
South on U.S. 69 through Tyler then through
Lufkin. Take Texas Hwy. 63 East (Watch out,
this is an easy turn to miss, there is a blinking light) from Zavella for 11 miles. Turn
right on Forest Service Rd. 313 for 2.5
miles to the campground.
Space is limited, register now! Cost is
#20 per person and includes camping fee
and meals. Please register by October 31
by calling Cliff Rushing at 469001-6484
work 9720395-0146 home or at
cactus.cliff@verizon.net.
Cliff Rushing
Forest Coordinator

Fish and Wildlife Study
Shows Economic Benefits of Wildlife Refuges

P

eople living near the nation's 542
wildlife refuges also gain from the protected wildlife habitat, according to a
government study that touts the economic
benefits of the refuge system.
The study by the Fish and Wildlife
Service finds 35.5 million people visited the
nation's 542 refuges in 2002, up 42 percent
from 24.9 million visitors in 1995, bringing a
huge boost in spending and jobs to communities located just outside the refuges.
Those visits fueled $809 million in spending in 2002 at locales near public lands
within the National Wildlife Refuge System,
a 70 percent increase from the $473.million
spent in 1995, the study says. They also
helped create 18,728 non-federal jobs in
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2002, up 84 percent from 10,169 jobs in
1995, it says.
J.
Steven
Griles,
the
Interior
Department's No. 2 official, said the figures
reflect a recent national trend: Visits to
national parks have "leveled off," while
those to refuges and other public lands are
"skyrocketing."
"I think it's a change in people's habits in
where they want to go. They want to be in
environments where they're not so structured," he said. "When they go to a refuge,
they can go bird watching, they can go trail
walking, they can go hunting and fishing."
Exerpt from Associated Press
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se, but against the loophole that allows
them to pollute more than regular passenger cars. The technology to make them
more fuel efficient is available now.
Whether our campaign is having unexpectedly quick results or is mirroring a shift
in public opinion isn't clear, but it has struck
a chord. What we've been saying about fuel
efficiency for ten years is finally being
echoed by many others across the political
spectrum.
A hulking behemoth like the auto industry
doesn't have a small turning radius, no matter how much power steering it has. The
change we're seeking isn't going to happen
overnight. But the wheels are starting to
turn.

The Environmental Terminator:

John Byrne Barry

Are paramilitary vehicles necessary for the
daily commute?

2004 ExCom Nominations
Bryan Carpenter
My name is Bryan Carpenter. I became
an advocate for the environment many
years ago while living in Seattle, when I
took up the Interstate Highway Clean-Up
project through my church. When we
moved to Texas, my wife, two sons and I
adopted a road in Keller, where we live.
During my time in Washington I became a
passionate recycler and have been working on the Dallas recycling effort led by
Molly Rooke and Uma Philbrook. My environmental awareness prompted me to buy
a hybrid car, which I love to show off, and
to learn more about renewable energy. I
am a member of the Programs Committee
and am working hard to identify exciting
new speakers and programs for our general meetings. These are the kinds of opportunities that make me excited about being
an environmental advocate through the
Sierra Club.
I am an experienced leader of people and
am currently employed as Vice President of
Claims for TIG Insurance Co. in Irving. I
have been in the managerial field for most
of my professional career. As a member of
ExCom, I would bring a wealth of leadership, organizational, communication, and
business skills to the Dallas Sierra Club. I

know how to build successful teams and
how to motivate them to successfully complete assigned goals and tasks. As a member of ExCom, I would work hard to
advance the goals of the group, Chapter,
and national organization.
I look forward to using my experience,
energy, passion, and positive attitude to
serve the Dallas group as a member of its
ExCom. We can create a better world for
present and future generations, and I am
excited to be part of that work.

Kristen Sands
I am currently serving as Program Chair
and Webmaster for the Dallas group. I
expect to transfer the Webmaster responsibilities to another volunteer soon so I
can take over as Volunteer Coordinator, a
position which will allow me to get to know
virtually every volunteer in our group. I
have also helped extensively with the
Garage Sale.
My husband and I have lived in Texas for
three years and have finally settled into
our first home with our Lab, Nova. I have
a Master in Human Relations from the
University of Oklahoma and have worked
in the field of Human Services and partici-

pated in environmental action alerts for
many years.
I have enjoyed every minute of my volunteering for the Sierra Club, and I look forward to bringing my energy, organizational
skills and time to ExCom.

Mary Colston
As a Sierra Club volunteer this year, I
have become active in conservation: I
served on the Recycling committee and will
be serving on the water conservation outreach committee when it starts up next
year. I am leading an investigation into the
possibility of having a “Big Event” this year
or next, such as a speaker luncheon and/or
major fundraiser.
I retired in 2002 after thirteen years as a
major gifts officer for organizations such as
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and the
University of Cincinnati. My volunteer work
has included Literacy Councils, League of
Women Voters, Berringer Crawford
Museum and Leadership Northern
Kentucky.
I was recently elected to
Leadership Frisco, a community leadership
organization sponsored by the Frisco
Chamber of Commerce.
I am a native Kentuckian who has lived in

thirteen states. I received my BA from
Thomas More College, my MEd. from
Xavier University and did doctoral work at
the University of Colorado, Denver. I hope
to encourage more Sierra membership in
Frisco and among senior citizens and would
also like to develop more city bound dayhikes using public transportation.

Calvin Nichols
I have been a member of the Sierra Club
for nine years and have been on the
Executive Committee for the past four
years. I think the one thing that most people would say about me is that I am a Sierra
Club Member. By that I mean that I have
been and will continue to be involved with
all parts of the club. My official position is
group Treasurer, but I participate in many of
the group’s activities: I lead trips, participate
in ICO, go on outings, help with the newsletter mailing, attend conservation events, and
help with fundraisers.
As an ExCom member, I look at the
whole picture before I make a decision on
any vote, and I will continue to make sure
that money is raised and spent responsibly,
always with the future in mind.

Dallas Sierra Club • Executive Committee Election Ballot
Instructions: Vote for up to 4. If you have a
joint membership, both members may vote.
Send completed ballot to: Dallas Sierra Club
Election, PO Box 800365, Dallas TX 75380 or
deposit in ballot box at Sierra Club General
Meeting in November (Nov. 12) or December
(Dec. 10) or at the Holiday Party (Dec. 13).
All ballots must be received by December 15.
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Candidate
(random order)

Member

Joint
Member

Bryan Carpenter
Kristen Sands
Mary Colston
Calvin Nichols

_______
_______
_______
_______

_______
_______
_______
_______

Note: Your mailing label must be on the back of this ballot for
validation purposes. If you are using a blank ballot, write
your member number on the back of the ballot.
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