on't miss out! The Taos Bus trip accommodates people with a wide range of
interests and physical abilities. All trips
are in the area of Taos, New Mexico. Trips 1 and
2 offer easy day hike trips to see the historic and
environmental beauty of Taos and surrounding
areas. Trips 2 and 3 offer moderate day hikes on
snow shoes through picture-perfect forested
snow scenes. Participants on Trips 1, 2 and 3
offer a chance to experience Taos history and
beauty by day and civilized convenience by
night. After a day of seeing the wonders, you will
stay at El Pueblo Lodge where you can enjoy an
outdoor hot tub, heated pool, and dinner at any
of several places in Taos. Trips 4 and 5 provide
opportunities to experience the special serenity
of winter camping on snow pack. Trip 5 offers a
full-scale ascent of New Mexico's highest peak,
Wheeler Peak. Participants will have a chance to
shower and change before boarding the bus to
return to Dallas. Our chartered sleeper bus will
leave Dallas at 6:00pm Friday evening and return
Tuesday morning between 5:00am and 6:00am.
We guarantee this will be the most fun you will
have all winter. The trip cost is $160.00 for members on backpacking trips, and $280 for members on outings staying overnight in Taos.
Contact: Jay or Karen Davison
jaydavison@aol.com
501-944-9738 (day)
972-418-8519 (night)
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“Uncommon Approach for
Common Development” Conference
– not uncommon enough!

TCEQ Presents White Paper to Legislative Staff that Outlines the
Importance of Offering a “Legislative Fix” to Further Undermine Clean Air

T

ir advocates have stumbled on
what appears to be an effort to
launch a secret attack on the
Clean Air Act through the arcane congressional budget process. It is feared that
there is an attempt to try to attach this
amendment on an "Omnibus" congressional budget bill that may reach the House and
Senate floors next week, without hearings,
debate or public notice.
The attempt to undermine clean air -which appears to include the Governor
Perry
Staffer
Duane Taylor,
the
Environmental Protection Agency, members of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, and key Capitol Hill
staffers -- is designed to reverse several
court decisions. The effort to legalize
extending clean air deadlines through legislative means comes at the end of a legal
battle in which three appeals courts shot
down the argument being used to give the
regional extension to clean-air standards.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
argued that the transport of pollution from
one area to another is the fundamental reason why areas are not meeting clean air
goals.
In the three court cases the court ruled
that the EPA exceeded its authority when it
granted areas a Clean Air Act deadline

A
lic transit systems on the maps. A workshop
such as this, though, takes multiple days of
effort to be truly meaningful to the stakeholders involved. His website www.swanerdesign.com is a great resource for learning more about how planning can (and
should) work.
The critical missing connections for our
region, however, became obvious during
Mr. Willard Bakers’ presentation on his company’s Chimney Rock development in
booming Flower Mound. Although he has
worked with biologists and the town’s environmental department to protect the area’s
natural systems from his site development –
there was an obvious oversight in the relationship of this development to the rest of

See “Planning”
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Sizing Up Population

Time Unit:
Month
Population Increase:
6,381,929
Correlation:
Equal to Massachusetts' population in
1999.

Time Unit:
Second
Population Increase:
2.4
Correlation:
Every 3 seconds, a patch of South
American rainforest the size of a football field is destroyed.

Time Unit:
Day
Population Increase:
209,244
Correlation:
Twice as many people as fit in the
US's largest football stadium.

Time Unit:
Hour
Population Increase:
8,718
Correlation:
Approximately the same number of
identified bird species.
The Compass

Scientists estimate that there are between
7 million and 15 million species worldwide.
One out of every eight plant species on
earth is threatened with extinction.
According to one study, plants and animals
are becoming extinct at the rate of 17
species per hour.
The world is in the midst of a mass extinction unlike any since the extinction of the
dinosaurs 65 million years ago. Extinction
rates are currently estimated anywhere
between 100 to 1,000 times greater than
normal.
Gayle Loeffler
Population Committee Chair

based on ozone drifting in from other areas.
In Texas, the EPA granted such an extension to Dallas-Fort Worth and BeaumontPort Arthur.
“With the air throughout the country continuing to get dirtier it’s surprising that
Congress would consider such an amendment without hearings, debate or public
notice” said Katy Hubener, executive director of the Dallas based Blue Skies Alliance.
Among those in attendance at the meeting was a key staff aid for the House
Energy and Commerce Committee-Joseph
Stanko. Stanko is considered the point person on air quality for North Texas
Congressman Joe Barton. Barton, chairs a
key subcommittee from where energy and
air quality laws will emerge. Any legislative
battle regarding clean air or energy will
originate in his committee so it’s notable
that a key staffer from Barton’s committee
should attend a strategy session to best
determine how to weaken this key public
health and environmental law.
“What Barton is essentially advocating
for is that it’s easier to extend clean air
goals rather than actually clear the air. We
believe this a key first step to radically
changing the Clean Air Act” said Hubener.

See “Clean Air”
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February’s
Program

Sustainable Dallas & the Photos of the Van Landinghams’
ebruary’s meeting will feature a great double header of conservation and outdoor
photography. This month ‘s short program
will be by Sustainable Dallas discussing ways we
can all contribute to a better local environment.
The main program will be by renowned photographer L.F. Van Landingham and his wife Maybrey.
L.F. has won many awards for his photos from such
diverse locales as the Galapagos Islands and
Bosque del Apache NWR, NM. He also has spent
a number of years taking her husband’s photographs and using both technology and art to put the
images to music. This is a dramatic and inspirational program you will not want to miss and is a
perfect opportunity to bring a friend to their first
Sierra Club meeting.

F

Galleria

Valley View

LBJ Freeway
Harvest Hill

E.D. Walker
Vanguard School

February 2003

Monfort / Nuestra

Time Unit:
Minute
Population Increase:
145
Correlation:
Approximately capacity of a 737 airplane.

Tollway

Time Unit:
Year
Population Increase:
76,583,145
Correlation:
20% more than the population of the
eight Great Lakes states.

Wozencraft

Forest Lane

Preston Road

he large attendance at the recent
Conservation Design Conference
sponsored
by
the
Texas
Cooperative Extension service of Texas
A&M University and the City of Arlington
demonstrated the growing commitment to
keeping the region’s biological resources
intact as much as possible when properties
are developed for residential occupancy.
Sessions at this December 13 conference
highlighted the key importance of protecting, and even enhancing, the contiguity of
our region’s more than 2,400-miles of ecological corridors, along with a lot of good
reasons for using primarily native plant
materials to restore disturbed landscapes.
Sumner Swaner of Utah-based Swaner
Design led the audience through a way-toobrief exercise in planning using natural biological systems and migration patterns as
guiding criteria for decision making.
Unfortunately, most of this was lost on participants due to lack of time to become
familiar with the northern Utah (Park City)
area that was used as the example. The
mountainous region and large mammal
migration patterns seemed out of context
for participants here more concerned with
ever-expanding flood plains and heavilyinvaded riparian systems.
To Mr. Swaner’s credit, many of us present did make the land-use/transportation
connection in locating the hypothetical pub-

State Officials Move

to Undermine Clean Air

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings
are held the second Wednesday of each
month. Meetings are open to all interested
persons. The meetings begin at 7pm at the
E.D. Walker School on the corner of
Montfort and Wozencraft, MAPSCO 15S.
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Letter From Chair

"Be the change you see in the world" Ghandi
Two thousand and three will bring challenges to our club and the environment of Texas.
But I'm confident your new executive committee members are up to the challenge. I'm
looking forward to working with Ann Drumm, Ann Rowe and Donna Evans as well as
Liz Wheelan, Calvin Nichols, Joenie Mein, Carol Nash. Thanks are certainly in order to
Terry Sullivan, Becky Fisher, Thomas Toland and Don Callaway. The common trait
each of these leaders has is the willingness to get involved and "be the change you see
in the world".
Please give your full support to our leadership team by:
1) participating in our outings and other programs
2) responding to the call for involvement on legislative issues
3) talking to your friends, neighbors, work associates to let them know of the issues facing our environment. That way they'll know conservationists are normal everyday citizens like you and me.
4) Volunteering in at least one of our social or fundraising events.
I hope you enjoy this Compass edition and thanks to all who contributed. Thanks also
to Matt Wales for his creative layout/design work.
JohnRath
Dallas Sierra Club Chair

GENERAL
CALENDAR
2/5 • 3/5 First Wednesday. Executive
Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI 2nd
floor metting room (I-635 between Welch
Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to
discuss Club projects, policy and
finances. All members are welcome to
attend and participate. Call John Rath at
817-488-3489.
2/12 • 3/12 Second Wednesday. Sierra
Club General Meeting 7:00-8:30pm in the
auditorium at ED Walker School (Corner
of Montfort & Wozencraft, MAPSCO
15S), come early to pick up activity materials and afterwords join the socializing at
Juan’s Cantina.
2/14 • 3/14 Second Friday. Deadline
for electronic materials to be submitted to The Compass. E-mail matt@dallassierraclub.org or deliver diskettes to
editors during the General Meeting.

Address Changes: To change your address,
send you name, old and new addresses and
member number to:

2/19 • 3/19 Third Wednesday. Outings
Comittee Meeting 7:00PM REI (Mapsco
14Q), to discuss outings schedules and
issues. All outings leaders, future outings
leaders, and interested Sierrans are welcome. Call Mick Nolen at 972-991-9351 for
more information.

Sierra Club Member Services
PO Box 52968
Boulder, Colorado 80322-2968

2/24 • 3/24 Inner City Outings Meeting.
Fourth Monday. 7PM at REI. Contact Liz
Wheelan at (214) 739-2269.

Dallas Sierra Club
P.O. Box 800365
Dallas TX 75380-0365

or email the information to:
address.changes@sierraclub.org
Submissions: Article and photograph submissions are always welcome. Please send submissions by the deadlines given in the General
Calendar. Send submissions to the newsletter
editor at the e-mail address and phone number
listed on the back fold.
© 2003 Dallas Sierra Club

Anne Rowe
Realtor
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

When You Need
a Hand
From One Place
to the Next

214 521-0044 Office
972 381-6546 Message Center
annerowe@swbell.net
Professional Excellence,Community Service,
Donations to Nonprofit Organizations
This is not a solicitation of property currently listed for sale.

Waste Disposal, Recycling Company
“Save $$$$ and make a difference”
We Recycle:
Cardboard • Paper products • Wood
Metals • and More
This means much less
goes to the landfill.
Why not spend less
and do your part?

2/26 • 3/26 Fourth Wednesday. Newsletter
Party 7:00PM at the Chruchill Recreation
Center at Hillcrest & Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help sort, bundle and label the
newsletter. Socializing afterward. Contact
Donna Evans at 972-222-6134.

Volunteer
of the

Month
Becky
Fisher

We have sorters
who make sure
that everything goes
to use.
Top Ten Reasons

(214) 634-1831
Ask for Jerzy!

www.dallasrecycling.net
Fax (214) 634-0466
3303 Pluto Street
Dallas, Texas 75212

10. Phone bank volunteer
9. Garage sale volunteer
8. New member potluck host
7. Foundation account Treasurer
6. Past Club Treasurer
5. Coordinated newsletter review project
for educational articles/fund project
4. Holiday Gift Wrap Co-Coordinator
3. Just completed Executive
Committee service
2. Volunteer Sign up/Clipboard
Coordinator
and the #1 reason we appreciate Becky...
1. All the other many ways she has
helped our club behind the scenes!
THANK YOU BECKY !!!
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Announcements
January Potluck Dinner - February
It will be at the home of Whitney Taylor. From I 75 go west on Beltline to Floyd Road,
turn left,(south) and go down 3 blocks to Downing turn left on Downing number 633.
6:30 - 8:00.

Gift-wrap Fundraiser - Thank You!
We would like to say "THANK YOU" to these volunteers for donating their time for the
gift-wrap fundraising event at REI this holiday season. Special recognition to Paul
Huston for a 5-night stint, to ICO for staffing the table on the day of our Holiday Party,
and to Beth Harty, my reliable co-chair, for staffing the event and working whenever she
was needed. WE COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU. Becky Fisher
Ken Holley • Art Johnson • Melanie McCoy • Ram Ragon • Carol Nash • Allan Logan •
Greg Siek • Kathy Kolodny • Laura Kimberly • Sundiata Tellem • Judy Cato • Jody Weber
• Dana See • Rita Griggs • Jim Oursler • Whitney Taylor • Paul Huston • Catherine
Winslow • Jan Finch • Mick Nolen • Mike Rawlins • David McCalib • Mary Radford • Liz
Wheelan • Pam Cashion • Jay Davison • Calvin Nichols • Judy Nichols • Arthur Kuehne

Clean Air Planning
From Page 1

From Page 1

In a briefing paper prepared by the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ), the commission details two court
decisions that found that the EPA violated
the law when it extended clean air goals.
The memo notes that a “legislative fix will be
necessary to ensure that the BPA
(Beaumont-Port Arthur) and DFW (DallasFort Worth) areas retain their extension and
it would be extremely difficult for these areas
to reach attainment without the extension.”
EPA gave extensions to many regions
throughout the country in order to avoid
reclassifying regions to a cleaner standard
which would require more restrictive pollution controls on industrial facilities. EPA
received three adverse decisions on the
attainment date extension policy in the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit (Metro
Washington), the 7th Circuit (St. Louis) and
the 5th Circuit (Beaumont). By enforcing
the Clean Air Act and requiring that regions
meet a steadfast clean air deadline a sanctions clock would begin that included the
real threat of loosing federal road funding
for regions like Dallas-Fort Worth and
Beaumont-Port Arthur.
In Dallas-Fort Worth and HoustonGalveston such sanctions would mean that
large industrial sources like the cement
kilns and refineries would have to reduce
pollution at a greater rate or would not be
able to expand or add new sources of pollution without significant reductions. In addition, with the new sanctions, consumers
could also be faced with paying for moreexpensive blends of gasoline designed to
burn cleaner.

the township and its community resources.
When asked if there were purposeful
destinations for residents there to access
via trails – without driving – he responded
that “No, in Flower Mound, the only way
people get to and from their homes is by
automobile.” This raised many eyebrows in
the audience, which is a good place to start
from my viewpoint.
Many would-be residents may choose
this type of lifestyle – but his development
and others like it sorely overlook the need for
connecting
human
communities.
Construction of subdivisions more in harmony with nature is a good thing! But to omit
the key components of community connectedness can only result in continued sprawl.
I’m pleased to shift my Conservation
Committee assignment from the more esoteric subject of “multimodalism” to this
more easily understood issue of sprawl,
but I need your help. Much work remains
to educate city governments and private
developers in creating non-motorized,
zero-polluting linkages to the resources we
need and use every day! More voices are
needed now!
Sprawl continues to gobble up open
space in massive quantities. Can it be
stopped? Probably not any time soon,
growth predictions as they are. But at least
the lessons are finally getting on the table
for discussion for those who choose to be
involved, to at least SLOW the affects. My
hope is to bring the issue of Sprawl to the
forefront during 2003. Please share your
thoughts here in future Compass editions.

Katy Hubener
Program Chair

Bud Melton
Sprawl Issue Coordinator

IMPORTANT CHAPTER EVENTS
OK, fellow Sierrans, mark you calendars for these important dates where Sierrans from all
over the state from our 18 groups can get together to meet and have fun on different events
throughout the year. Details will be finalized as the dates approach. For info on these
events, call the chapter office at 512-477-1729 or access the lone star chapter website.
MARCH 2-3- (SUNDAY-MONDAY) LOBBY DAYS in Austin with environmental groups
and Sierrans on key issues and bills important to our causes. Lodging available.
JULY 19 -20 (SATURDAY-SUNDAY) CONSERVATION CONFERENCE AND
AWARDS BANQUET Learn about chapter conservation priorities and join us that
evening for a banquet which honors Sierrans, legislators, and media who have done
great service for the club. Location to be announced.
OCTOBER 17-19 (FRIDAY - SUNDAY ) SIERRA CELEBRATION at Lake Bastrop
State Park near Austin at Bastrop. Outdoor fun with Sierrans at this neat location. More
details forthcoming.

Buy Groceries
& Help the Sierra Club
If you shop at Tom Thumb - go to the service desk
and get a reward card by giving them the Sierra
Club #3941.They will explain how to use the card.
If you shop at Kroger - pick up a Kroger card at the
next General Meeting, or call George Zimmerman
at (H) 972-315-2049 or email george@dallassierraclub.org
to get a card mailed to you.
Each time you use these cards to buy groceries, the
club receives .05% of what you spend, PLUS the
Sierra Club card gives you certain item specials.

The Compass
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Sierra Club Outings
www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking
Canoeing

FEB 7 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the February Outings
List and March Newsletter.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@DallasSierraClub.org

Car Camping
Cycling
Day Hiking
Education

FEB 8 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas Sierra
Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda Plaza
(on Buckner facing Doctors Hospital, just
north of Garland Road, Mapsco 38-J) at
8:00 AM for registration and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash 214-824-0244(H) or
cnash@dallasisd.org

Service Project
Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:
outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members
and non-members. Some trips may require special
qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each
outing / trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and
assume no responsibility above that of trip organizer. If you have a medical problem, it is your
responsibility to inform the leader before the outing
/ trip. Outing / Trip leaders are encouraged to participate in training and classes to increase their
skills, but they are not paid professionals. They will
assist you within their limitations. It is the responsibility of the participant to be aware of any personal
limitations before going on an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings. Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or
outing start point. Leaders cannot assign carpools,
but may help coordinate ride sharing for energy
conservation and to promote fellowship. All noncommercial transportation is the responsibility of
the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary,
but the costs are shared. The usual method of
sharing transportation cost is for all riders in the car,
including the driver, to divide the cost of transportation equally. The recommended method of computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by $0.13 a
mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and $0.19
for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or some
other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate
in an outing contact the leader, who will decide if
the trip you are interested in is suitable for you
based on your capabilities and the demands of the
trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people
allowed on a given outing / trip. Reservations are
necessary for outings unless otherwise noted. If
you must cancel, inform the leader as soon as possible so that someone else can go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who
has volunteered his / her free time to allow you to
go on the trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you are interested in becoming a leader,
contact either the Outings Chair or the appropriate
Outings Committee Coordinator on the newsletter
back page.
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FEB 9 (SUN) EASY 3-MILE HIKE AT
ARBOR HILLS RESERVE IN PLANO
Arbor Hills Reserve is on Parker west of the
Tollway. If weather permits we will hike
some of the dirt trails. Meet in the main
parking lot at 10:00 AM.
Leader: Beth Harty
972 624 9538

FEB 14-18 (FRI-TUE) FIFTH ANNUAL
TAOS BUS TRIP Don't miss out! The Taos
Bus trip accommodates people with a wide
range of interests and physical abilities. All
trips are in the area of Taos, New Mexico.
Trips 1 and 2 offer easy day hike trips to see
the historic and environmental beauty of
Taos and surrounding areas. Trips 2 and 3
offer moderate day hikes on snow shoes
through picture-perfect forested snow
scenes. Participants on Trips 1, 2 and 3
offer a chance to experience Taos history
and beauty by day and civilized convenience by night. After a day of seeing the
wonders, you will stay at El Pueblo Lodge
where you can enjoy an outdoor hot tub,
heated pool, and dinner at any of several
places in Taos. Trips 4 and 5 provide opportunities to experience the special serenity of
winter camping on snow pack. Trip 5 offers
a full-scale ascent of New Mexico's highest
peak, Wheeler Peak. Participants will have
a chance to shower and change before
boarding the bus to return to Dallas. Our
chartered sleeper bus will leave Dallas at
6:00pm Friday evening and return Tuesday
morning between 5:00am and 6:00am. We
guarantee this will be the most fun you will
have all winter. The trip cost is $160.00 for
members on backpacking trips, and $280
for members on outings staying overnight in
Taos.
Contact: Jay or Karen Davison
jaydavison@aol.com
501-944-9738 (day)
972-418-8519 (night)

FEB 15-16 (SAT-SUN) COUPLES' CABIN
WEEKEND AT BEAVERS BEND STATE
PARK Spend the weekend in one of the
most beautiful parks in Oklahoma. We plan
to hike Saturday on the Indian Nations Trail,
share a potluck dinner Saturday night and

hike Sunday morning. Hikes are approximately 5 miles over hilly terrain. If you and
a significant other are interested in spending Valentine's weekend in this beautiful
area, come join the fun.
Leader: Wendy Lambert
(817) 251-0016(H)
wlambert@concrete-pipe.org
FEB 19 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring your
ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club Outings
program. We will be planning summer outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org

FEB 22 (SAT) BEGINNER BACKPACKING AND CAMPING CLASS Aimed at
beginners, this class is an ideal way to learn
about backpacking. Topics include: wilderness ethics, outdoor clothing, boots, backpacks, tents, sleeping bags, cookware,
food, and preparing for a trip. Instructors
are experienced Sierra Club leaders. There
will be time for questions and a hands-on
look at outdoor gear. Lunch of backpacking
food is included. The class will be held at
REI (second floor program room). REI is at
4515 LBJ Freeway, north side, between
Midway and Welch. The class will run from
10:00 AM until 6:00 PM. The fee is $15 for
Sierra Club members and $25 for nonmembers. No reservations necessary, just
show up.
Contact Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

FEB 22 (SAT) KATY TRAIL DAYHIKE Get
your intermodal transportation on! At 10am
we'll start from Mockingbird Station and
hike to the West End via the Katy Trail. Then
we'll take the light rail back to where we
started for an optional lunch at Cafe
Express. The hike is 4.5 miles with only
one major intersection crossing. So, if
you're old enough to cross the street, then
you're old enough to come along. No
signup necessary, just show up.
Contact: Matt Wales
214-575-6017
matt@dallassierraclub.org.

FEB 28 - MAR 2 (FRI-SUN) WINTER
DESERT BACKPACK. PELONCILLO
MOUNTAINS Lower Southwest New
Mexico near Mexico. Fly Thurs night to El
Paso and rent a car for 4 hour drive to
Skeleton canyon, a desert canyon. Spend
Thurs night in motel in Lordsburg. Return
Sunday eve. Unusual animals such as
Coati Mundi, foxes, bobcats, bear puma
and Jaguar, rare birds such as Trogans and
dwarf owl and Mexican plants and trees
such as the Chihuahua pine. This canyon is
the former hideout of the Cochise,
Geronimo and the Clanton Gang who
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caused the canyon to be named Skeleton
because of the bones of the many Mexican
Smugglers they killed. If we have enough
for two autos, some may elect to come back
Monday eve and explore Chirichahua
National Monument and Ft Bowie N.M.
Contact: Don Purinton
dpurinton@attbi.com
972 985 1774

MAR 1 (SAT) CROSS TIMBERS DAYHIKE
Take Hwy 377 Whitesboro / Lake Texoma
Meet at 9:00 for car pooling or 10:15 at trail
head. Hike estimated 10-13 miles. Dirt trail
with lots of ups and downs. Bring Lunch.
Rain Date is March 15.
Leader: Stephanie Smith
geek@gwij.com, 214 544 1503

MAR 4-8 (TUE-SAT) BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK BACKPACK TRIP Spend five
days hiking Mesa de Angilla in the western
tip of the park. We will have time to visit
most of the spectacular areas of the Mesa,
including several of the best tinajas, the
Sinkhole, the Rio Grande River, and an
amazing view of Santa Elena Canyon. This
trip is rated moderately strenuous.
Because the hike starts on Tuesday, you
can come early and spend a few days sightseeing before the hike.
Leaders: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com
Kathryn Littrell
214-321-4030(H)
mattsamkat@aol.com

MAR 8-9 (SAT-SUN) LITTLE MISSOURI
RIVER BEGINNER BACKPACKING TRIP
We will do a leisurely backpack of approximately 6 miles over 2-days along one of the
most scenic backpacking trails in
Southwest Arkansas. Because the trail follows the upper reaches of the Little
Missouri River there is minimal elevation
change, but do be prepared for cold-water
stream crossings. There will opportunities
for optional exploratory day hikes also.
Drive up Friday night and return Sunday.
Preference will be given to graduates of the
Beginner Backpacking Class.
Co-Leaders: Steve Longley & Marcos Jorge
214-824-1128 (Steve)
steven.longley@att.net

MAR 8-9 (SAT-SUN) BACKPACK IN
BLACK
FORK
WILDERNESS,
ARKANSAS This hike will take us to one of
the most unique areas in Arkansas. We'll
camp near the ruins of an old pioneer community, visit strange rock glaciers, and hike
through a dwarf forest with 200 year old
trees less than 20 feet tall. Start all of this
off with a decadent Friday night at Queen
Wilhelmina Lodge if you sign up early
enough to get a room! Other decadent
options are available if you don't. Rated
moderate.
Leader: Bill Greer
972-964-1781(H)
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net.
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MAR 9 (SUN) MOSS PARK DAYHIKE
NORTH DALLAS We'll meet at 1:00pm at
Moss Park in Dallas to walk North to trail
end at Hillcrest / LBJ. Then return along
same route. Hike approx. 7 miles. Moss
Park is at Greenville and Royal, entrance
off Greenville.
Leader: Stephanie Smith
geek@gwij.com
214 544 1503.

MAR 15 (SAT) DART to ART We'll visit the
new Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth.
But there is a catch. We'll do it entirely
using Dallas and Fort Worth mass transit. If
you live over a mile from the nearest bus or
train stop, you can drive to that stop, but
otherwise we will take DART, the Trinity Rail
Express and the Fort Worth T to get to the
museum. Meet at Reunion Station in downtown Dallas at 8:15 AM to catch the train to
Fort Worth. Check the DART bus schedules at www.dart.org to find a bus or train
that will get you to Reunion on time. We will
leave Fort Worth in time to get back to
Dallas before dark. When you get on the
Dart bus or train, purchase a Premium day
pass for $4. This is good for all of the buses
and trains all day. The museum entrance
fee is $8 and you will also need money for
lunch. No need to sign up in advance, just
show up at Reunion Station.
Leaders: Molly Rooke
214-369-6667
molly@larosa-ranch.com
Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com

MAR 22-23 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER BACKPACKING TRIP ON THE CROSS TIMBERS TRAIL. This is an easy hike along
the surprisingly picturesque south shore of
Lake Texoma. We'll drive up on Saturday
morning (it's only about 90 miles from
Dallas). We'll hike about 3-5 miles on
Saturday and a bit less on Sunday.
Preference given to participants in the
Beginner Backpacking Class.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com

MAR 29-30 (SAT-SUN) BUFFALO
NATIONAL RIVER TRAIL BACKPACK
Explore the beginnings of the Buffalo
National River Trail in northern Arkansas.
We'll hike fifteen miles of beautiful trail
winding through the hollows and bluffs of
this protected area. Hike begins Saturday
morning at the Steel Creek Campground on
the banks of the Buffalo River. Saturday's
travel will be about 9 miles. We will camp
Saturday night in one of the many valley
hollows that mark this area. Sunday, we will
complete the journey by about 2:00 PM.
Moderate difficulty due to the ups and
downs. Waterfalls, wildlife and great views.
Leader: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER
APR 5-6 (SAT-SUN) BEECH CREEK SERVICE OUTING Trail Maintenance -Beech
Creek National Scenic Area near Big
Cedar, OK. Rating: Moderate. Participants
will camp at Cedar Lake (showers).
Saturday morning we'll eat a $2 all-you-
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can-eat group breakfast (pancakes & fruit),
be briefed on the trail maintenance issues
we'll be facing, trail maintenance techniques we'll be using and get our crew
assignments. On Saturday night after showers we'll head in to Mena to eat at the Fish
Net. Sunday morning is another $2 all-youcan-eat group breakfast (biscuits & gravy,
hash browns) followed by a special activity.
Information and a map of the Beech Creek
trails
can
be
found
at
http://www.fs.fed.us/oonf/oklahoma/hike/bctrail.html.
Leader: Tom Libby
tomlibby@yahoo.com

APR 5-6 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER BACKPACK, CANEY CREEK WILDERNESS
ARKANSAS For years this has been our
traditional beginner hike since it's the closest Wilderness Area to Dallas. Hike in
about 4 miles for a camp near a nice waterfall. The rerouted trail now boasts a few
small hills, but some nice scenery too!
Moderate, suitable for most people in good
health.
Leader: Bill Greer
972-964-1871(H)
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net

APR 12-13 (SAT - SUN) BACKPACK TRIP
TO BUCKEYE MT / CANEY CREEK Enjoy
a spring backpack trip in western Arkansas.
This is a favorite of the Sierra Club. We'll
backpack a total of about 9 miles. The hike
to camp is on a ridge and offers excellent
views of the Caney Creek Wilderness. We'll
set up camp near a waterfall.
Leaders: Marcos Jorge
(972) 394-2546 (H)
Faith Mauk
mjorge@ustgolfshaft.com

APR 18-20 (FRI-SUN) BACKPACK THE
EAGLE CREEK LOOP IN ARKANSAS
We'll take three days to hike one of the best
trails in Arkansas. We will hike 8 to 12 miles
per day for a total of about 27 miles. You will
see the famous falls on the Little Missouri
River and cross 9 spectacular mountains.
This is the longest loop trail in Arkansas. It
was developed along a 100-year-old postal
route and old wagon roads. Because of all
the mountains, 9 river crossings and
numerous creek crossing, this trip is rated
as moderately strenuous.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com

APR 26 (SAT) FOURTH ANNUAL
WORLD'S LONGEST DAYHIKE If you're
tough enough, or crazy enough, come and
join your fellow Sierrans for a 22-mile dayhike on the White Rock Creek and White
Rock Lake trails. Meet at 8:00 AM at the
north end of the White Rock Creek trail in
Anderson-Bonner Park, on Park Central
Drive, just south of I-635 and east of
Hillcrest (Mapsco 16-S). Park in the first
parking lot south of the I-635 frontage road.
We'll hike down to White Rock Lake, around
it, and back. Bring your most comfortable
walking shoes, Mole Skin, extra socks,
water (water and bathrooms are available
along the trail), lunch, and rain gear (if rain
is in the forecast). We'll make a snack stop
at the 7-11 near the White Rock Lake spillway. Optional dinner / funeral / foot replacement after the hike.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com

MAY 3-4 (SAT-SUN) BEGINNER BACKPACKING TRIP IN THE CANEY CREEK
WILDERNESS We'll hike about 9 miles
total in one of the most beautiful areas of
central Arkansas. We will hike along a ridge
on the Buckeye Mountain Trail on Saturday,
camp near a small waterfall Saturday night
and hike out Sunday on the Caney Creek
Trail.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com

AUG 31 - SEP 5 (SUN - FRI) HIGH SIERRA FLYFISHING The search of the elusive
California golden trout requires a strenuous
backpack trip of about 35 miles in the Ansel
Adams Wilderness. Brookies, rainbows
and browns will also be sought. This fly
fishing trip is from Devil Post Pile to
Tuolumne Meadows on the JMT. The trip is
rated as strenuous and is only for those
who have had extended backpack trips in
bear country. Bear resistant canisters are
required for food storage. A California nonresident fishing license and trout stamp is
required for angling. There is a nonrefundable fee of $5.00 for the wilderness permit.
The check must be received by Feb 21,
2003 to meet the permit deadline. The trip
is limited to 6 experienced backpackers.
Contact the leaders who will determine if
you qualify for the trip.
Leaders: Marcos Jorge
Steve Longley
(972) 394-2546 (H)
mjorge@ustgolfshaft.com

SEPT
25-28
(THU-SUN)
GRAND
CANYON DAYHIKING / CARCAMP Take
your choice of hiking down and back, hiking
down and horseback riding back, or horseback riding both ways, Choice of Motel,
campground, restaurant, or your own
freeze dried food, Swim in Emerald Falls,
Hike to the Colorado river. Fly to Las Vegas,
Coop car rental to Havasupai reservation
trailhead into the canyon.
Contact: Don Purinton,
dpurinton@attbi.com
(972) 985-1774

NON SIERRA CLUB OUTINGS
MAR 15-23 (SAT-SUN)ONE WEEK TROPICAL PARADISE ADVENTURE ECO TRIP
TO COSTA RICA Visit pacific Island,
secluded beaches, snorkel on coral reefs,
hike in rainforest, see monkeys, coatis,
frigate birds boobys, humming birds and
scarlet macaws. Travel by auto, eat differently (tropical fruit, beef, fish, rice and
beans), sleep in inexpensive accommodations, one night in a tent on a beach 40
miles form nearest road. Coop trip, no overhead, costs less than $800.
Contact: Don Purinton
dpurinton@attbi.com
972 985 1774
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Sierra
Singles
Outings
On Saturday, FEBRUARY 1, 2003 from
9-12 a.m. join us for a service project
with MediSend, a
non-profit organization that donates
medical equipment to Third World countries. They need help in
their warehouse sorting through the
donated supplies and organizing them.
This is indoors so don’t let
the cold rain stop you! Optional lunch
afterwards.
Details/directions TBA.
Contact: Jenny Lehman.
On Saturday, FEBRUARY 22 join us for
Games N Snacks in McKinney at 7:00
p.m. Come to this unique winter indoors
outing! Bring your fun game-playing self.
Bring a delicious snack or dessert
toshare. Bring your own beverage.
Optionally, bring your favorite game to
play. We'll eat and compete! Host is
Stephanie Smith at her house in
McKinney.
E-mail
stephanie
geek@gwij.com or call 214-544-1503 for
exact directions.
Just a reminder that all events officially
begin at the event site/trail head.
You may just show up at an event
unless specifically told to RSVP. The
general rule is that you may show up for
day hikes and dinners, and you need to
RSVP for weekend camping trips.
Contact for Sierra Singles information:
Jenny Lehman, (817) 263-1357 or
avidhiker@killerfrogs.com.
See the Dallas Sierra Club home page
for instructions on how to subscribe to
the Sierra Singles listserv.

el A. Withrow
WendAttorney
at Law

Board Certified
Civil Trial Law
&
Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of
Legal Specialization

972•416•2500
Fax 972•417•0685
1120 Metrocrest, Suite 200

Carrollton,TX 75006
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The Power of the Pen
Two Dallas Sierrans Get the Word Out Via Letters to the Editor
Clean up our air now
I have read the Dec. 19 Dallas Morning News editorial, “The Accommodators,” and
Ralph Marquez's Dec. 24 Viewpoints response, "Texas won't put up with polluters." I must
say that nothing in the response refutes your editorial's accusation of “craven backsliding”
by the so-called regulators in the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.
Mr. Marquez's claims of intense efforts to reduce air pollution and using sound science
are empty claims not supported by actions and penalties and enforcement that are adequate to solving the problem. For one thing, the announced fines seem quite small and are
surely just considered a cost of doing business by the polluters. My chief concern is the
Midlothian plants that have violated the laws for years and years, and keep getting permits
for continued operations, with fines so small they are an incentive to continue avoiding
cleanup of their operations.
It appears Mr. Marquez's only defense of weak plans and backing off from real penalties is that lawsuits are being filed against the plans. Of course, polluters will file lawsuits
and other objections to spending money to clean up their operations. We public citizens
also file lawsuits and try to get the laws enforced. It is clear who Mr. Marquez is protecting
– the corporations, not the public health. It appears that the only really intense efforts have
been made by the polluting corporations and at that they have been quite successful.
Cleanup should be accomplished now, not two or four or 12 years from now.
Janice Sand, Plano
Our costly water habits
The recent revelation that 17 percent of the city's treated water is lost through aging
infrastructure has evoked the indignation of Dallas City Council members, but they should
recognize that the lost revenue opportunity is only one reason for concern. It raises the
question of whether detection and repair of leaks, coupled with conservation measures like
those already adopted in other Texas cities, could make up for the water shortage that is
anticipated to occur in North Texas over the next 50 years. It should provoke a thorough
re-evaluation of the need to spend $1.7 billion to build the Marvin Nichols reservoir and a
pipeline to carry its water to Dallas, particularly before any efforts have been made to
ensure that the water we do have is used carefully and conservatively.
Can we truly look our East Texas neighbors in the eye and declare that we need to build
a new reservoir, along with all the destruction that entails, when we are making no effort
to stop the leakage of billions of gallons of water that are already available to us?
Reservoirs carry a high cost in dollars, damage to the environment and disruption of
lives, and they are no longer considered to be benign or desirable new sources of fresh
water. We should take this as an opportunity to calculate all of the costs of our wasteful
water habits and evaluate all available alternatives.
Ann Drumm, Dallas

Diverse Group Meets With Senator
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Please not that this calendar is updated every month as new events arise.
FEBRUARY 16TH - POPULATION MEETING with Population Chair Gayle Loeffler
from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM. Come learn how to write effective letters to the editor and
opinion pages. We will also discuss how to lobby your senators and congressmen on
important issues affecting population and international planned parenthood. Snacks will
be served. Location is TBA. For more information, please contact: Gayle Loeffler at (w)
940 898-3393 or (h) 817 430-3035 or email her at GLoeffler@twu.edu
FEBRUARY 23 (SUNDAY) - NEW!!!! CHINESE FOOD AND CONSERVATION CONVERSATION - Join conservation member Zachary Hilbun in an informal chit chat over
Chinese food about conservation issues. No set agendas- bring a topic you are concerned about or a recent news clipping to discuss. It's starts at 6 pm at China King
Super Buffet on 12909 Midway -- that's off Midway and LBJ (ph. 214-575-6017), on the
southwest corner by the Interstate We are planning on turning this fun event into a regular monthly event if folks are interested. For more information, call Zach at 214-3504207.
MARCH 2-3 - (SUNDAY - MONDAY) LOBBY DAY IN AUSTIN - Join in on a workshop
on how to lobby your local legislator including learning about conservation issues and
bills near and dear to Sierra Club and the environmental community. We will then lobby
on Monday. To learn more about lodging and the agenda, check our website, call Erin
Rogers at the Austin office at 512-477-1725 or Rita Beving at 214-373-3808.
MARCH 28-31 - (FRIDAY- MONDAY) RALLY FOR THE RIDLEY'S CAMPOUT/SANDCASTLE CONTEST - Join us for a long weekend in Padre near Corpus Christi. We are
currently making arrangements to see the nesting ground of the most endangered sea
turtles in the world, the Ridley. We hope to also visit the local aquarium and plan to
camp on the beach on Mustang Island Friday and Saturday. On Sunday and Monday,
we will move the camp to an area where Sierrans will meet with other enviromentalists
for a campout in another location of Padre where we can visit and see where oil companies are attempting to drill in Padre endangering their nesting habitat. There will be
a Sandcastle Contest on Sunday with another event planned for Monday. Plans will firm
up as we are making arrangements. Must be an experienced camper with your own (or
rental ) tent/or gear. If people are game, we may extend the trip on either side. To join
us for all or part of the weekend, call Rita Beving at 214-373-3808.

West On Environmental Concerns
On Wednesday Jan 8 b4 Dallas Sierrans met with Jennifer Wichmann, top legislative aid
to Senator Royce West. Water quality and quantity, air pollution solutions, nuclear waste
disposal and urban sprawl were candidly discussed. Jennifer also gave insight into key
issues, such as the budget, which will effect the outcome of our 2003 legislative session.
She assured us that Senator West would continue to be the ally he was last session on
environmental issues. Thanks to the following Sierra Club members who attended:

What are human beings without animals. If all the animals cease to exist,
human beings would die of a great loneliness of the spirit. For whatever happens to the animals will happen also to human beings. All things count.
Chief Seattle of the Iroquois
(Statue in the Rochester, N.Y. airport)

Ginger Riley(school teacher)
Sundiata Xiam (author / writer)
Jim Sullivan (real-estate businessman)
John Rath (Sierra Club Excom member)

81¢*

of every dollar you give to the Sierra Club goes
to the implementation of conservation programs

*Programs: 56.7%
Public Education: 11.9% • Influencing Public Policy: 32.3%
Outdoor Activities: 7.2% • Chapter Programs: 5.3%
*Member Services: 25% • Fundraising: 6.2%
General & Administrative: 3.7% • Surplus: 8.4%
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Dallas Sierra Club 2003
Member Survey
In the spirit of making our Dallas Sierra Club as effective as possible, please take 5 minutes to help us with your candid, confidential feedback. All completed responses will
be entered in a prize drawing. Thanks in advance. John Rath, Club Chair
1) Are Dallas Sierra Club general meetings (2nd Wednesday of each month) achieving
your expectations? Yes No
2) If you answered "No" to question #2 please explain why your expectations are not
being met. _________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
3) What were your favorite general meeting programs/topics? (What specifically did you
like?) _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
4) What were your least favorite general meeting programs / topics? (What specifically
did you not like?) ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5) Please indicate your top 2 reasons for being a Dallas Sierra Club member.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
6) Do you expect to renew your membership for another year? Yes

No

7) If you do not expect to renew, please tell us why. ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
8) How long have you been a Sierra Club member (Dallas or other location?)
1 to 3 years _____
4 to 5 years ______
6 years or longer _____
9) Scottish Rite Hospital (located off Maple Avenue near Wycliff, easily accessible from
the tollway/I 35) has a very modern and comfortable auditorium our club could use
free of charge for general club meetings. How would a move to this location impact
your attendance? Check only one.
A) I'd be more likely to attend _____
B) It wouldn't change my attendance frequency _____
C) I'd be less likely to attend _____
D) Other(please explain) ______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
11) Please list your zip code so we can correlate your answer with general location
____________________________________________________________________
12) Please list any Dallas Sierra club activities (or type of activity) you have participated in during the last year (ie. meetings, outings, lectures/presentations, social events,
letter writing, activist events, legislative or judicial activity, or other activities.)
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
13) Overall, is the total Dallas Sierra Club fulfilling your expectations? Yes No
14) If you answered "No" to question #13 please help us understand why. __________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
15) If you have any programming ideas, contacts etc. for our General meetings (2nd
Wed. of each month) please indicate them here. Our goal is to meet members' needs.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
16) We'd appreciate any additional comments you have for the improvement of our club.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
17) Please indicate your gender: Male____ Female____
If you would like an executive committee member to contact you for any reason, list your
name and contact information here:
Name _______________________________________________________________
Contact information ____________________________________________________
Thanks for helping make our club better!!
There are several ways to return your feedback:
A) Print and give it to one of our Excom members
B) Print and fax it to 214-352-8706 (please do not fax late at night!)
C) Complete it and email the Word document to Ann@dallassierraclub.org
D) Print it and send to Dallas Sierra Club P.O. Box 800365, Dallas, Tx 75380
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