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Get your stuff ready to sale today!
The garage sale is in mid-October
Page 3

Sierra Club Garage Sale

The Nankoeweap Ruin overlooking the Grand
Canyon. The photo was taken by Dan Leffel, which
won 1st place in the Scenic Photo category.
Page 7

America the Beautiful Photo Constest

Learn how you can really make a difference.
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Dallas Executive Committee
John Rath, Chair
Becky Fisher
Carol Nash
Calvin Nichols
Joenie Mein
Terry Sullivan
Tom Toland
Liz Wheelan
Don Callaway

Adopt a Shoreline

Carol Nash

H: 214-824-0244 carol@dallassierraclub.org

Conservation Committee
Co-Chairs

Rita Beving Griggs
Don Callaway

W: 214-373-3808 rita@dallassierraclub.org
H: 214-674-5636 don.callaway@charter.net

Conservation Issues
Leaders
Media / Water
Clean Air
Endangered Species
Forests
Multimodal Transportation
Population
Sustainability
Recycling
Rivers / Wetlands Protection
Solid Waste
Trinity River
Urban Sprawl
Water
Energy
Responsible Trade

Rita Beving Griggs
Katy Hubener
Tom Green
Cliff Rushing
Bud Melton
Gayle Loeffler
Margie Haley
Tom Toland
David Gray
Shirley Holland
Joe Wells
Volunteer needed
Coordinator Needed
Lisa Silguero
Molly Rooke

W: 214-373-3808
H: 972-296-9100
H: 972-684-5423
W: 469-201-6484
H: 214-828-2144
H: 817-430-3035
H: 214-823-1537
H: 214-651-5606
H: 214-342-2019
H: 972-294-8078
H: 214-948-3406

Inner City Outings Chair

Liz Wheelan

H: 214-739-2269 liz@dallassierraclub.org

Media

Rita Beving Griggs
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Membership Chair

George Zimmerman
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Sierra Singles

Jennifer Lehman

H: 817-263-1357 lehje30@hotmail.com

Outings Committee Chair
Backpacking
Bicycling
Canoeing / Kayaking
Car Camping
Dayhikes
Family Outings

Mick Nolen
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Lige Balceszak
Jay Davison
Steve Longley
Jay Davison
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Program Chair

Katie Hubener

H: 972-296-9100 Katy@BlueSkiesAlliance.org

Program Sales Coordinator

Patsy Huston

H: 972-732-6566

Special Events Coordinator
Video

Volunteer needed
Lisa Silguero

H: 972-307-6791 lisa@dallassierraclub.org

Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteer needed

rita@dallassierraclub.org
Katy@BlueSkiesAlliance.org
tomgreen8@juno.com
cliff.rushing@verizon.net
melbow@swbell.net
gloeffler@twu.edu
mjhaley@ix.netcom.com
thomas@dallassierraclub.org
dgray@dallassierraclub.org
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Theresa Daniel
Texas House
of Representatives
District 107

Harryette Ehrhardt
Dallas County
Judge

5th Congressional District. Incumbent
Congressman Pete Sessions has
moved away from the 5th District to
run in the new 32nd District, created
by redistricting following the 2000 census. The new 5th District in Dallas
encompasses the Lakewood area east
of Abrams, White Rock Lake and
points east and southeast to Mesquite
and south through several rural counties. The Sierra Club National Political
Committee has made an endorsement
in that race of former Judge and proenvironmental
candidate
Ron
Chapman. More than 500 local Sierra
Club members live in that district.
Their support and vote could be critical to the outcome of that race and
perhaps even to the outcome of the
battle to control Congress.
Sierra Club has also made endorsements in other important state and
local races in Texas. In the Land
Commissioner's race, The Lone Star
Chapter Sierra Club has endorsed
David Bernsen, and locally in Dallas
County,
the Club has endorsed
Harryette Ehrhardt for Dallas County
Judge and Theresa Daniel for State
Representative in Texas House District
107. Early voting starts on October
19th and runs through November 1st at
various locations throughout the area.
Check the newspaper or the Dallas
County Elections Department web site
at www.dalcoelections.org for a location
near you. Don't forget to exercise your
right to vote!
by David Griggs

Come join your fellow Sierrans at the
October 9th group meeting to hear
about what is at stake in the
November 5, 2002 general election
and how you can help make a difference for the environment. We will
show a presentation on some of the
environmental issues important to
Sierra Club members and discuss
some of the differences of position
on the issues between the candidates. We have invited our locallyendorsed candidates to be present
at the meeting to share with us how
we can best help their campaigns in
the final weeks before the election.
Your enthusiastic participation and
support will be needed for our
"green" slate to win. You will not
want to miss this informative and
timely program.
Galleria

Valley View

LBJ Freeway
Harvest Hill

E.D. Walker
Vanguard School

Wozencraft

Forest Lane

Preston Road

David Bernsen
Texas Land
Commissioner

M

ost Americans do not realize
how much their votes count in
the electoral process. Each
year, many local, state and national
elections are decided by less than one
percent of the vote. The outcome of
these contests can occasionally
decide whose agenda controls a particular body of government and can
often effect the outcome of crucial
decisions made by the elected officials
in that body.
In the last general election in 2000,
environmental voters helped decide
many critical races for Congress. In
one of the most pivotal battles for control the U.S. Senate in the state of
Washington, pro-environmental candidate and former Congresswoman
Maria Cantwell defeated incumbent
Senator Slade Gorton. Senator
Gordon had been on the League of
Conservation Voters "Dirty Dozen" list
that year for his anti-environmental
record. Thanks to the hard work of
environmentalist volunteers and voters, Ms. Cantwell won by a tiny fraction
of a percentage point. She now sits on
the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee and consistently votes green. In 1998, Nevada
Senator Harry Reid, a consistent advocate and protector of water and wildlands, won his race for reelection by a
mere 400 votes state wide.
Expectations are that control of the
U.S. Senate and U.S. House this year
will be decided by a few hotly-contested contests in "swing" districts. One of
those races for control of the U.S.
House is here in Dallas County in the

Monfort / Nuestra

Ron Chapman
US House
of Representatives
5th Congressional
District

EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE NOVEMBER 5th

Tollway

SIERRA CLUB
ENDORSEMENTS

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are
held the second Wednesday of each month.
Meetings are open to all interested persons.
The meetings begin at 7pm at the E.D. Walker
School on the corner of Montfort and
Wozencraft, MAPSCO 15S.

Thanks to ICO, Kids Enjoy Mountain Adventures
By Liz Wheelan, ICO Trip Leader

hrough Inner City Outings, the
outreach program of Sierra
Club, many Dallas underprivileged youth have been able to explore
the great outdoors. Our usual trips are
to nearby state parks and nature centers, however this summer we were
able to provide a very special outing.
The Southwest Region of ICO was
awarded one of three grants from
national ICO for an Inter-Regional
Outing ("IRO"). The IRO provides funding for kids from many ICOs within a
region to come together to experience
a longer and special wilderness outing
at a unique area within their region. Our
accepted proposal involved kids from
Austin, Dallas, and Houston ICOs and
our destination - base camp and hiking
at Guadalupe Mountains National Park
with a day trip to Carlsbad Caverns NP.

T
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Part One - Getting Ready and
Starting (S)Low
Guadalupe NP isn't the kind of place
you go your first time camping, and not
everyone is up to the challenge of a
week of Texas camping. So choosing
the kids and getting them ready was
especially important for the IRO trip.
Because of their past ICO experience
and enthusiasm I chose the GEAR UP
agency to participate. More kids wanted to go than we could take, and I
needed to know who was up for the
challenge so we started with a threeday trip to Wichita Mountains Wildlife
Refuge just west of Lawton, OK. With
guidance and encouragement from
Assistant Leader Jerry Nehman, volunteer Michelle Beasley, and myself, the

kids practiced their outdoor skills
including setting up camp and cooking
the meals. They learned about topographical maps and with the help of
their compasses, spent the next day
hiking the Dog Run trail, complete with
dam crossing and a refreshing dip in
the stream to cool off during a lunch
break. Evening brought thunder and
rain, not to mention a wayward buffalo
through the campsite. Little did they
know this was only the beginning and
there was more adventure to come
while camping in the great outdoors!
Next month - Part Two - First Trip to the
Real Mountains (Read about the
mountain lion, surfing in west Texas,
and more!)

October 2002

The ICO kids at a creek crossing
on the Dog Run Trail at Wichita
Mountains Wildlife Refuge.
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phone number listed on the back fold.
© 2002 Dallas Sierra Club

Time and National Geographic Help Educate About the Environment
Legs tired, toes tingling, mind at peace and feeling relaxed, I was on a
Rocky Mountain High after accomplishing trip 5 under the expert guidance of
trip leader Wes Boren. With the beauty of untouched wilderness fresh on my
mind I began reading the August 26 special edition of Time titled "How To
Save the Earth". Also, the National Geographic September edition is devoted to the Earth.
Although the news in these periodicals was expectedly solemn, as a
Sierran who worries about our families and our future, I was happy to see
environmental issues highlighted in mainstream media. I wouldn't classify the
stories as gloom and doom, but they were deadly serious, with ample consequences listed if corrective action is not taken. Discrepancies about small
details in the stories are irrelevant; the trend is toward a planet unfit for our
future or the future of our families. I encourage you to read it, pass it on to
others and figure out how you can be part of the solution. Our club can be a
great starting point. Here's some ways you can get involved:
1) Participate in one of our fun, educational outings.
2) With so many conservation issues in north Texas there's a place to
contribute your talents. Contact conservation chair Don Callaway.
3) The Texas legislature is gearing up to deal with air, water, open space,
and nuclear waste issues beginning in January. Find out right now who your
local and state elected representatives are. Contact me (John Rath) if you
need help.
Thanks to Mick Nolen, Kathryn Litrell, Jim Oursler, Terry Sullivan, and Wes
Boren for super outings leadership in helping many of us appreciate the great
Weimenuch Wilderness over Labor Day.
I hope you enjoy this Compass edition and read Time and National
Geographic.
John Rath

Dear Editor,
I am writing this letter in regards to our monthly meeting on Sept.11, in which our
program chair led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. He said that remarks had been
made by representative Joe Barton implying that the Sierra club and other organizations as acting un-American in their criticism of government policies. I have
also attended these meetings with Barton in which he is rude and overbearing. I
know a lot of my friends and relatives have also felt intimidated. They are afraid
to criticize the government in public for fear of sounding unpatriotic. Isn't this
exactly what Bush and his cronies want? He is resorting to McCarthyism tactics.Who is being unamerican here? We need to turn the tables on him in these
meetings. We are for the people, not big business.You would be surprised by how
many people in those meetings are the silent majority but too nervous to say anything. We have got to stand up in these meetings and all other public places and
let t! he public know that they should not back down on their beliefs. I think we
all, as the popular song says are : Proud to be an American, Where at least I
know I'm "Free". I won't forget the men who died "Who gave that right to me." I'll
gladly stand up next to you and "Defend her still today." (environmentally, as well)
Because there ain't no doubt I LOVE THIS LAND.
God Bless the USA

el A. Withrow
WendAttorney
at Law

Sincerly,
Susan Cannon
612 Stonebridge
Ferris,TX

POPULATION
FACT
"Between 1990 and 2000, Texas'
population growth was second
only to California's. The state
grew at almost twice the national
rate, bringing its population to
nearly 21 million."
2

Editors Note: The Pledge of Allegiance
was actually led by John Rath, Dallas
Sierra Club EXCOM Chair for 2002.
The comments he referred to were
made at a Joe Barton town hall meeting, however they were made by attendees at the meeting, not Congressman
Barton himself.

Board Certified
Civil Trial Law
&
Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Specialization

Withrow, Fiscus
& Mongogna

972•416•2500
Fax 972•417•0685
1120 Metrocrest, Suite 200

Carrollton,TX 75006
October 2002

Volunteer
of the

Month
Wes Boren
Wes has been a
tremendous outings
leader for the club.
In addition to leading the 4th of July
bus trip with Jim
Oursler, he has lead
every trip 5 on each
of the four bus trips
this year. . Wes is a
very strong and dedicated leader.
He has even been known to carry
the pack of an injured hiker in addition to his own. When problems
occurred with water purifiers on the
Labor Day trip to the Weminuche,
Wes purified all the water for his
entire group. Please take a moment
to thank him.

GENERAL
CALENDAR
10/2 • 11/6 First Wednesday.
Executive Committee Meeting 6:30PM
at REI 2nd floor metting room (I-635
between Welch Road & Midway Road,
MAPSCO 14Q), to discuss Club projects, policy and finances. All members
are welcome to attend and participate.
Call John Rath at 817-488-3489.
10/9 • 11/13 Second Wednesday.
Sierra Club General Meeting 7:008:30pm in the auditorium at ED
Walker School (Corner of Montfort &
Wozencraft, MAPSCO 15S), come
early to pick up activity materials and
afterwords join the socializing at
Juan’s Cantina.
10/11 • 11/15 Second Friday. Deadline
for electronic materials to be submitted to The Compass. E-mail matt@dallassierraclub.org or deliver diskettes to
editors during the General Meeting.
10/16 • 11/20 Third Wednesday. Outings
Comittee Meeting 7:00PM REI (Mapsco
14Q), to discuss outings schedules and
issues. All outings leaders, future outings leaders, and interested Sierrans are
welcome. Call Mick Nolen at 972-9919351 for more information.
10/28 • 11/25 ICO Meeting. Fourth
Monday. 7PM at REI. Contact Liz
Wheelan at (214) 739-2269.
10/23 • 11/27 Fourth Wedensday.
Newsletter Party 7:00PM at the
Chruchill Recreation Center at Hillcrest
& Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help
sort, bundle and label the newsletter.
Socializing afterward. Contact Donna
Evans at 972-686-3360.
The Compass

Announcements

The Holidays are just around the bend!!!!
It's that time of year to start planning the Holiday Party. The date is set so
now we have to plan the party! If you are interested in helping plan the best
Sierra Club Party then mark your calendars for these dates.

Newsletter Opt-Out
To save money, save paper, and to provide a broader range of newsletter
options, the Dallas Sierra Club is proud to announce a new service for its members. The Compass, the Dallas Sierra Club's newsletter, is now available on
line at www.dallassierraclub.org. Just click on the 'Compass Online' link. Fair
warning though, the downloads are pretty big and will take a while if you have
a slow Internet connection.
So how is this going to save us money or paper? If you like the idea of getting your newsletter online (you'll also be able to see it about a week before
anyone else does), you can cancel your paper copy. Also, if you are not interested in the activities of the Dallas Sierra Club and don't want the newsletter,
now you have a way to cancel it.
We have provided 3 easy ways for you to opt out of receiving The Compass:
1. Go to the 'Compass Online' section of our website and click on the 'Cancel
Paper Newsletter' link. You will be asked to fill in your name and your mem
ber number. Your member number is the 8-digit number on the top of The
Compass mailing label. It's also on the top line of your Sierra magazine
mailing label.
2. You can also opt out by sending email to cancelcompass@dallassierraclub.org.
Simply include your name and member number.
3. If you don't have access to the Internet, and you don't want to receive
The Compass, send a post card to Cancel Compass, Dallas Sierra Club, PO
Box 800365, Dallas TX 75380-0365. Print your name and member number.

Subscribe to our New List Serve!
We're finalizing a new list serve that will inform subscribers about upcoming
meetings, activities, issues and special events. There will be three regular
emails to subscribers each month plus special communications when events
warrant. It will be a "public announcement" list with messages sent only by the
list's moderator, which ensures that your Inbox will not fill up with unwanted
messages. You will be able to subscribe and un-subscribe simply by sending
an email. Watch our website for more details and instructions for subscribing:
www.dallassierraclub.org.

October 13 - 7 P.M.
November 10 - 7 P.M.
December 14 - Christmas Party!!!
We have a lot of tasks to complete
before the party. With a silent auction,
decorations, food and drawings to set
up we need a lot of help. The meeting
starts at 7 P.M. and will be held at Terry
Sullivan’s house. Wine and cheese will
be served so enjoy a meeting and plan
the party with your fellow Sierrans.
For more information contact Terry Sullivan at 972-492-3038 if you are interested in making this party the best of the Holiday Season.
SILENT AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED FOR SIERRA HOLIDAY PARTY
Alright, all you entrepreneurs and friends of the club. We are looking
for some great new or gently used items for the upcoming Holiday Party
for Sierra Club!!
Services, sports tickets, gift certificates, camping gear, arty stuff,
books, gently used or almost new appliances, that birthday gift you
hate that Aunt Mabel gave you, but something you know someone else
would like.... that's what we're looking for!! Sometimes folks donate a
sail on their sailboat for a weekend or a set of tickets from their season
pass for theater. We love creativity!!
All proceeds help the general fund of the club. If you would like to
donate items or services (we can make up the certificate for you too),
please call Rita Beving at 214-373-3808.

Second Annual October Trinity River Day
October 12, 2002
Spend a day on the Trinity River beginning at 9 A.M. with representatives from
the Mayors office and Parks Departments of Dallas, Carrollton, Coppell, Irving,
Lewisville and the State of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to see first hand
the beauty and abundant wildlife on this river. A donation of $15 per person is
all the river expects of each participant, bring your own lunch and soft drinks. A
percentage of the proceeds will be donated to the Elm Fork Nature Preserve for
the cleanup of the log jambs on the river. Carrollton Parks and Recreation, The
Boy Scouts, Elm Fork Nature Preserve and other canoe liveries in the area will
furnish canoes and other equipment. BE a part of this media event please contact Terry Sullivan at 972-492-3038 to coordinate canoe equipment and participants. Information along with narratives by local river runners will be presented
at the lunch stop to add a history lesson to the trip as well.

Annual Big Bend National Park Bus Trip
Nov 27 - Dec 2 (Wednesday - Tuesday)
The Dallas Sierra Club has been going to Big Bend at Thanksgiving for over
25 years and this year we are doing something special - a canoe trip. If you've
never been, you owe it to yourself to discover this unique part of Texas. If
you've been before, whether its once or a dozen times, join us for a return visit.
Our chartered sleeper bus leaves Dallas on Wednesday at 6:30 PM and
returns about 4:30 AM on Monday. We will have four backpacking trips from
moderate to strenuous and one canoeing trip through Boquillas Canyon. Some
backpacking experience is required for the backpack trips and some
canoe/camping experience is required for the canoe trip. The trip cost is $160
for Sierra Club members and $175 for non-members. Add $100 if you want to
do the canoe trip (this pays for the canoes, and canoe shuttle). The canoe trip
is limited to the first 10 that qualify. A $10 fee is charged for cancellations and
no refunds will be made after November 11 unless a replacement is found.

Between October 15 - 30

Give Us Your Stuff NOW to Price as we finalize location!!!

To sign up, send a check payable to:
Dallas Sierra Club to Kathryn Littrell
9046 Redondo Dr., Dallas TX 75218-4145.
Bus Trip Coordinator:
Kathryn Littrell
214-321-4030
mattsamkat@aol.com
The Compass
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Sierra Club Outings
www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking
Canoeing
Car Camping
Cycling
Day Hiking
Education
Service Project
Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:
outings.list@dallassierraclub.org
Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS
Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members and non-members. Some trips may require
special qualifications and capabilities. The leaders
of each outing / trip are serving in a volunteer
capacity and assume no responsibility above that
of trip organizer. If you have a medical problem, it
is your responsibility to inform the leader before the
outing / trip. Outing / Trip leaders are encouraged
to participate in training and classes to increase
their skills, but they are not paid professionals.
They will assist you within their limitations. It is the
responsibility of the participant to be aware of any
personal limitations before going on an outing.
Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings. Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All outings officially begin at the trail head or
outing start point. Leaders cannot assign carpools,
but may help coordinate ride sharing for energy
conservation and to promote fellowship. All noncommercial transportation is the responsibility of
the individual. Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary,
but the costs are shared. The usual method of
sharing transportation cost is for all riders in the
car, including the driver, to divide the cost of transportation equally. The recommended method of
computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by
$0.13 a mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and
$0.19 for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or
some other method is agreed upon.
Most outings require reservations. To participate
in an outing contact the leader, who will decide if
the trip you are interested in is suitable for you
based on your capabilities and the demands of the
trip. There is usually a limit to the number of people
allowed on a given outing / trip. Reservations are
necessary for outings unless otherwise noted. If
you must cancel, inform the leader as soon as possible so that someone else can go in your place.
Please respect the wishes of your leader who
has volunteered his / her free time to allow you to
go on the trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you are interested in becoming a leader,
contact either the Outings Chair or the appropriate
Outings Committee Coordinator on the newsletter
back page.
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OCT 10 (THU) and OCT 15 (TUE)
WILDERNESS NAVIGATION CLASS
Learn the fundamentals of finding your
way in the wilderness. Among the subjects covered are: purchasing maps, how
to read maps, how not to get lost, what to
do if you do get lost, GPS, different kinds
of compasses, and how to use your compass. If you have a compass, bring it to
the class. If you don't have one, we will
show you what to look for when you purchase one. The class will be held at REI
(second floor program room). REI is at
4515 LBJ Freeway, north side, between
Midway and Welch. This two-night class
will start promptly at 6:30 PM and will finish at about 8:45 PM. Also included is an
optional weekend backpacking trip to the
Caney Creek Wilderness in Arkansas on
October 26-27. This trip will give you an
opportunity to practice your new navigation and map reading skills. The fee for
the class is $10 for Sierra Club members
and $15 for non-members. No reservations are necessary; just show up.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com
Bill Greer
972-964-1781(H)
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net

OCT 12-13 (SAT-SUN) EASY BEGINNER TRIP on the CROSS TIMBERS
TRAIL Drive up to this easy trail on the
south shore of Lake Texoma on Saturday
morning. We'll hike about 3 miles to a
camp overlooking the lake. Preference
given to participants of the Beginner
Backpacking Class.
Leader: Phil Sanders
214-557-0769
utcaver@yahoo.com
Co-leader: Arthur Kuehne

OCT
12-13
(SAT-SUN)
FAMILY
OUTINGS CAMPOUT
DINOSAUR
VALLEY STATE PARK - GLENROSE
Join us on this family campout at this
wonderful park far enough away from the
metro-mess to be enjoyable but near
enough to avoid the insane drive time
with the kids. We will hike the park trails
and view the dinosaur tracks located in
the riverbed. . Dinosaur Valley State Park
contains some of the best-preserved
dinosaur tracks in the world. Stay
overnight with us in the campground and
just make a day trip out of it. Meet at the
Dinosaur sculptures at 9:00 am on
Saturday morning. The park is located 4
miles west of Glen Rose. Take US
Highway 67 to FM 205 for 4 miles to Park
Road 59; then go one mile to the headquarters. There is an honor box located at
headquarters for collecting fees after
office hours.
Leader: David Crabb
214-923-1077
dcrabb@sbcglobal.net

OCT 12 (SAT) SECOND ANNUAL
OCTOBER TRINITY RIVER DAY Spend
a day on the Trinity River beginning at 9
A.M. with representatives from the
Mayors office and Parks Departments of
Dallas, Carrollton, Coppell, Irving,
Lewisville and the State of Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department to see first hand
the beauty and abundant wildlife on this
river. A donation of $15 per person is all
the river expects of each participant,
bring your own lunch and soft drinks. A
percentage of the proceeds will be donated to the Elm Fork Nature Preserve for
the cleanup of the log jambs on the river.
Carrollton Parks and Recreation, The
Boy Scouts, Elm Fork Nature Preserve
and other canoe liveries in the area will
furnish canoes and other equipment. BE
a part of this media event please contact
Terry Sullivan at 972-492-3038 or
Wgbcsierran@aol.com to coordinate
canoe equipment and participants.
Information along with narratives by local
river runners will be presented at the
lunch stop to add a history lesson to the
trip as well.

OCT 12 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas
Sierra Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at
the For the Love of the Lake office parking lot on level below Eckerd's in Casa
Linda Plaza (on Buckner facing Doctors
Hospital, just north of Garland Road,
Mapsco 38-J) at 8:00 AM for registration
and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244(H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

OCT 16 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ
between Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM.
All outings leaders, future outings leaders, and interested Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org
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OCT 19-20 (SAT-SUN) FULL MOON
CARCAMP IN THE WICHITA MOUNTAINS WILDLIFE REFUGE In SW Okla.
See big black buffaloes, hear bugling elk
and howling coyotes, and feel the hard
granite boulders beneath your feet as you
explore the rocky environs of Charons
Garden Wilderness and other seldomhiked parts of the refuge. All-day hikes,
mainly off-trail with some boulder scrambling. Moderately strenuous.
Leader: Rich Schiebel
972-907-0872(H)

OCT 24-27 (THUR-SUN) BACKPACK
GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL
PARK FLY-DRIVE Stay @ Pine Tree CG
Thurs nite, 4 hrs east of EL Paso. Fri:
hike to high country to Tejas CG. Sat:
hike around rim of bowl to Upper
McKittrick CG.
Sun:
hike down
McKittrick Canyon, departing Visitor Cntr
mid-afternoon. RATED: Strenuous, due
to serious elevation gain and having to
carry all water for entire hike. No one
knows for sure, but based on moisture
and temps-current & expected-some
meteorologists predict best time to see
famous,
prehistoric
maples
and
madronnes blaze into fullest color this
year will be this weekend. This is wild
and wooly Texas at its extreme! The
effort required is maximum; but the beauty, color, and one-of-a-kind scenery will
reward the hearty. Spaces are very limited due to permit restrictions. Please call
ASAP.
Leader: Jerry Lewis
jerrylewis@attbi.com
214-578-6963

OCT 26-27 (SAT-SUN) HALLOWEEN
BEGINNER BACKPACK TRIP IN THE
BEECH CREEK SCENIC AREA
Backpack about 9 relatively flat miles
round trip in this beautiful area in S.E.
Oklahoma. Camp will be near the creek.
As time permits, there will be an optional
dayhike. Car camp Friday night and

Buy Groceries
& Help the Sierra Club
If you shop at Tom Thumb - go to the service desk
and get a reward card by giving them the Sierra
Club #3941.They will explain how to use the card.
If you shop at Kroger - pick up a Kroger card at the
next General Meeting, or call George Zimmerman
at (H) 972-315-2049 or email george@dallassierraclub.org
to get a card mailed to you.
Each time you use these cards to buy groceries, the
club receives .05% of what you spend, PLUS the
Sierra Club card gives you certain item specials.
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return to Dallas about 6:30PM on
Sunday. Preference will be given to the
"graduates" of the Beginner Backpack
Class. Make sure you have treats for
Trick or Treating.
Leaders: Claudia Blalock
Marcos Jorge
(972) 394-2546
mjorge@ustgolfshaft.com

OCT 26-27 (SAT-SUN) SECLUSION ON
THE MESA If you would like to hike
alone, enjoy the seclusion of a remote
location, yet enjoy the protection of a
small group, then you might enjoy this
seclusion hike on Big Bend's Mesa de
Anguila. Participants will hike individually at spaced intervals to create a solo
experience. Interaction with other members will be kept to the minimum required
for safety after the hike commences.
Participants will camp in the same general area, but campsites will not be close
enough to converse. Couples can camp
together. The Saturday evening meal will
be a silent, communal repast provided by
the trip leader. Fly / drive through
Midland on Friday, vanpool to the Barton
Warnock Environmental Education
Center, and make a night hike under a
half-moon onto the Mesa. Sleep as late
as you like Saturday morning, day hike
(solo) on Saturday, share a silent communal meal Saturday night, and hike out
early Sunday morning to vanpool back to
Midland. You can find more information
about Big Bend National Park at
http://www.nps.gov/bibe/home.htm and
Warnock
Education
Center
at
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/barton/.
Leader: Jay Davison
501-944-9738
jaydavison@aol.com

NOV 2 (SAT) FORT WORTH NATURE
CENTER DAY HIKE Meet at 10:00 a.m.
join us for a fast paced day hike at the
Fort Worth Nature Center, located at
9601 Fossil Ridge Road in northwest Fort
Worth. Meet in front of the interpretive
center to begin hiking promptly at 10:00.
We will hike 6-7 miles over a 2-hour period and then enjoy lunch at Harbor One, a
really cool seafood place on Boat Club
Road where you can park a car or dock a
boat and have a view of Eagle Mountain
Lake while eating.
Leader: Jenny Lehman
lehje@wt.net or 817-263-1357

NOV 3 (SUN) DAYHIKE ON THE
NORTHSHORE TRAIL AT LAKE
GRAPEVINE Enjoy the cool fall weather
with fellow Sierrans on this beautiful trail.
We will hike 7 - 8 miles over slightly hilly
terrain on dirt trails. The hike begins at
Rockledge Park, next to the restrooms,
just north of the dam/spillway on Fairway
Drive in Grapevine. You will need water,
a trail lunch, and a change of shoes if it
has been raining. Meet at the trailhead at
10:00 AM or for carpooling at REI on LBJ
(to the left side of the building) at 9:15
AM. No reservations necessary. Call
leader for directions.
Leader: Jim Slocum
972-671-0051 (H)

NOV 9 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Help clean up the Dallas
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Sierra Club's Adopted Shoreline. Meet at
the For the Love of the Lake office parking lot on level below Eckerd's in Casa
Linda Plaza (on Buckner facing Doctors
Hospital, just north of Garland Road,
Mapsco 38-J) at 8:00 AM for registration
and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash
214-824-0244(H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

NOV 9-11 (SAT-MON) CARCAMP IN
GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL
PARK Spend the weekend in one of the
most beautiful parks in Texas. Camp will
be at the Pine Springs campground. We
will meet Saturday morning for a 10-mile
day hike in McKittrick Canyon. On
Sunday we will day hike 8.4 miles up to
Guadalupe Peak, the highest point in
Texas at 8,749 feet. Monday morning we
will have a short hike before heading
back to Texas.
Leader: Wendy Lambert
(817) 251-0016(H)
wlambert@concrete-pipe.org

NOV 16-17 (SAT-SUN) LEONID METEOR ON THE CAPROCK CAR CAMP
Come on a Saturday car camp to see the
most impressive Leonid Meteor shower
in 35 years from the mesa in Caprock
Canyons State Park. We'll drive up
Saturday morning to car camp in the
South Prong camping area. Meet at the
South Prong trail head at 1:00pm for an
afternoon day hike up the canyon and
onto the caprock. We'll return for dinner,
and then night hike to a viewing point to
enjoy a spectacular meteor shower at
maximum intensity around 3am Sunday
morning. Bring warm clothes and warm
drink to ward off the night chill. You can
find more information about Caprock
Canyons
State
Park
at
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/caprock/ and
more information about the Leonid
Meteor
at
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/asa_www/info_sheets/leo
nids.html and see http://leonid.arc.nasa.gov/ for
predicted sightings.
Leader: Jay Davison
501-944-9738
jaydavison@aol.com

tered sleeper bus leaves Dallas on
Wednesday at 6:30 PM and returns
about 4:30 AM on Monday. We will have
four backpacking trips from moderate to
strenuous and one canoeing trip through
Boquillas Canyon. Boquillas Canyon has
walls over 1,200 feet tall. Some backpacking experience is required for the
backpack trips and some canoe/camping
experience is required for the canoe trip.
The trip cost is $160 for Sierra Club
members and $175 for non-members.
Add $100 if you want to do the canoe trip
(this pays for the canoes, and canoe
shuttle). The canoe trip is limited to the
first 10 that qualify. A $10 fee is charged
for cancellations and no refunds will be
made after November 11 unless a
replacement is found.
Bus Trip Coordinator: Kathryn Littrell
214-321-4030
mattsamkat@aol.com
To sign up, send a check payable to:
Dallas Sierra Club to Kathryn Littrell,
9046 Redondo Dr., Dallas TX 75218.

NOV 28-DEC 1 (THR-SUN) MYSTERY
THANKSGIVING BACKPACKING TRIP
Join with us for a backpacking trip somewhere in the State of Arkansas. Yes you
read that correctly - somewhere! We
plan on doing a 2-night out trip over
Thanksgiving weekend, most likely in the
Buffalo River or Ozark Highlands areas.
This will be an "exploratory" hike (meaning that the leader has not actually hiked
the entire route before - but will have
good information). If this piques your
sense of adventure, or if you have a route
suggestion, send me an email and I'll
reply with details when they're available.
Leader: Steve Longley
214-824-1128 (H)
Steven.longley@att.net

Sierra
Singles
Outings
MONDAY, OCTOBER 21 at 7:00 p.m.
join us for dinner at Mercado Juarez,
located at 1901 W. Northwest Hwy in
Irving. If you can, come at 6:45 and
mix and mingle in the bar for 15 minutes; it's harder to meet everyone once
we sit at a long table. Contact: Jenny
Lehman.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 at 10:00
a.m. join us for a fast paced day hike at
the Fort Worth NatureCenter, located at
9601 Fossil Ridge Road in northwest
Fort Worth. Meet in front of the interpretive center to begin hiking promptly
at 10:00. We will hike 6-7 miles over a
2-hour period and then enjoy lunch at
Harbor One, a really cool seafood place
on Boat Club Road where you can
park a car or dock a boat and have a
view of Eagle Mountain Lake while eating. Leader: Jenny Lehman.
Just a reminder that all events officially
begin at the event site / trail head.
You may just show up at an event
unless specifically told to RSVP. The
general rule is that you may show up
for day hikes and dinners, and you
need to RSVP for weekend
camping trips.
Contact for Sierra Singles information: Jenny Lehman, (817) 263-1357
or lehje@wt.net
If you would like to join the Sierra
Singles yahoo group to receive these
updates, send an email to dfws-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

NOV 20 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ
between Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM.
Bring your ideas for the Dallas Sierra
Club Outings program. We will be planning summer outings and bus trips. All
outings leaders, future outings leaders,
and interested Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Mick Nolen
972-991-9351(H)
mick@dallassierraclub.org

NOV 27-DEC 2 (WED-TUE) ANNUAL
BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK BUS TRIP
The Dallas Sierra Club has been going to
Big Bend at Thanksgiving for over 25
years and this year we are doing something special - a canoe trip. If you've
never been, you owe it to yourself to discover this unique part of Texas. If you've
been before, whether its once or a dozen
times, join us for a return visit. Our char-
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Conservation News
www.dallassierraclub.org

Conservation Calendar
OCT 5TH, SATURDAY- 2nd ANNUAL WATER CONFERENCE AT THE DALLAS DOWNTOWN LIBRARY 9:30 to 4:30 "Water for People and the
Environment - Part 2" will be focusing on the water future of Texas and the latest info on this issue. If you liked last year's conference, then you are sure to
like this one. Learn about the state of water in Texas today and what the future
holds to meet our area's water needs. New topics to be explored this year
include Desalination, Water Waste and Municipal Water Use, Practical
Everyday Conservation Measures We Can All Do to Save Water, plus the 2002
Legislative Outlook on Water.
Cost for the conference is only $15 and includes lunch. Student fees are
waived with advance registration. You can sign up online at texassierraclub.org
or by calling the Lone Star Chapter office at 512-477-1729. You can pay by
check or credit card. Space is limited. YOU MUST CALL AND REGISTER
BEFORE THE OCTOBER 5th DATE. Call Molly Rooke at 214-369-667 or Rita
Beving at 214-373-3808 for more local details.

Marvin Nichols Update

or those of you who have so
graciously given up your time
for the Marvin Nichols reservoir media events and have volunteered to help- here's an update.
For those of you who are new to this
subject, Sierra Club with other groups
are in opposition to a needless reservoir project that would eat up more
than 72,000 acres of prime hardwood
forest and valuable ranchland in E.
Texas to be piped almost 170 miles
for Dallas' projected water needs.
The bottom line is --- we don't need it
if you look at the fact we waste 22%
more water than any city in the state
and we already have a large water
supply in reserve.
So anyway.... as of mid August at the
Gilmer Region D meeting in East
Texas, there is an amendment being
written by that East Texas regional
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water committee to recommend to the
State Water Development Board to
take Marvin Nichols off the "preferred
and recommended" list in the state
water plan. The committee was to have
put forward this amendment on
Sept.18th (after this newsletter went to
press) and is to be open for 30 day
comment to the public with a committee vote to follow.
There were more than 250 people at
the August Gilmer meeting. We had
Sierrans in attendance and a field representative for 5 legislators formally
asked the committee to take this action.
It is due to our coalition efforts with
other organizations and the East Texas
folks that this momentum continues.
Now we just need to continue working
on our own Region C committee.
Thank you so much for your support.

Speak softly and carry a big
stick. On Labor Day weekend
Dallas Sierrans expored the High
Unitas Mountain region in Utah.
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What Goes Around Comes Around
SIERRA CLUB WORKS TO KEEP CURBSIDE RECYCLING IN DALLAS
By Ann M. Drumm

any citizens were stunned in
August to learn that the
Dallas City Council was considering elimination of the two-year-old
curbside recycling program as part of
the effort to trim the budget for the '02'03 fiscal year, which begins October 1.
The program is offered to all singlefamily households under a contract
between the city and Community
Waste Disposal, and a portion of the
sanitation fee included in all residents'
water bills funds the service. Mayor
Laura Miller proposed converting the
program to a subscription-only service
under which curbside pickup would
only be available to those households
which choose to participate and pay a
monthly fee for the service.
The Sierra Club reacted immediately,
knowing that such a plan would cripple
the city's recycling efforts and increase
costs to the city in the long run.
Molly Rooke, a Sierran who has
been involved in Dallas recycling
issues for 20 years, appeared at a City
Council budget workshop on August 26
armed with a Sierra Club memo advocating a three-prong strategy which
would allow the city to keep curbside
recycling and achieve the budget cuts
the Council needed. We recommended that the city (1) continue to offer
curbside pickup, (2) reduce trash pickup from twice weekly to once weekly,
and (3) implement accounting practices that would charge the full cost of
disposal of trash in landfills, including a
"Pay-As-You-Throw" fee structure that
would penalize disposal of excessive
amounts of trash and provide a financial incentive to residents to recycle.
Citizens of Dallas also made their
feelings known. In a series of council
"budget town hall meetings" citizens
repeatedly expressed support for the
curbside recycling program. At one of
his town hall meetings Councilman
Mark Housewright described the reaction to the proposed recycling cut as an
"immediate and sizeable protest" from
all over the city.
The idea of selling once-a-week
trash collection to Dallas residents was
daunting to some council members. At
his August 29 town hall meeting,
Councilman Mitchell Rasansky initially
took the position that once-a-week
garbage collection "won't happen in my
lifetime" and expressed amazement
that it was even being considered at
City Hall. His constituents communicated a different attitude. Interviewed
by a reporter from WFAA Channel 8
after the meeting, he said, "I was
absolutely shocked when I asked to
see a show of hands how many people
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would do once-a-week garbage. It was
four to one ... people in favor of doing
away with twice a week."
The Dallas Morning News joined the
chorus, opining in an August 27 editorial that "Dallas should do more to
make recycling an effective part of
plans to improve the environment.
Despite a disappointing public
response, this program is too important
to fall victim to the council's budget
planning."
The chorus of objections had an
impact on some members of the
Council. At his September 5 town hall
meeting, Councilman Housewright
described a changed mood among
council members. He assured the
audience that "the sentiments downtown are to keep the recycling program
if there's any way possible".
As this issue of the Compass goes to
press, we don't know what the
Council's final decision will be. The
final budget will be adopted at the
September 25 council meeting.
Regardless of whether the Council
votes to keep or eliminate curbside
recycling, there is much work that
remains to be done, and Sierrans have
an important role to play. Here's how
you can help:
*If you're not already doing so, recycle!
If the city goes to a subscription-only
plan, sign up as soon as you can.
*Encourage your friends and neighbors
to recycle.
*Keep informed about developments at
City Hall by regularly checking the
Sierra Club website (www.dallassierraclub.org).
*Communicate with your Council member! The public response has been the
key to the Council's willingness to consider alternatives. You can find phone
numbers, fax numbers and email
addresses for all council members at
the City's
website, http://www.dallascityhall.com/.
The public education effort needed
for recycling to reach its full potential in
Dallas is enormous. Sierra Club members' willingness to stay informed and
involved can help facilitate the transition to a smarter, more cost-effective
and environmentally responsible solid
waste management program in the
City of Dallas. There is a lot of work to
do, and the Sierra Club will continue to
be an active participant in the policymaking process.
The Compass

2002 Sierra Club
Photo Contest

BIKE, DART, BIKE TO WORK - ALL THAT PEDALING ADDS
TO WORKDAY EXPERIENCE!

Category

Winners

Subject

Patriotic

1 Eleanore Avery
2 Eleanore Avery
3 Bill Carter

Alaskan Eagle / Flag
Flag Day - DFW Cemetary
Front Porch Flag

Macro Lens
(Close Ups)

1 Lois Lehman
2 Bill Carter
3 John Lehman

Reptile - “Cutie”
Flower / Lady Bug
Barbed Wire / Bluebonnet

B&W

1 John Lehman

Tennessee Water Wheel

Sunsets / Low Light

1 Eleanore Avery
2 Max Chesser
3 Eleanore Avery

Giraffes / Tanzania Sunset
Aerial Sunset
African Sunset

Animals
in Nature

1 Eleanore Avery
2 Eleanore Avery
3 John Lehman
HM Eleanore Avery
HM Eleanore Avery

Lioness / Serengeti
Cape Buffalo
Ducks
Polar Bears
Serengeti Lions

Scenics

1 Dan Leffel
2 Eleanore Avery
3 Dan Leffel
HM Lois Lehman
HM Bill Carter

Nankoweap / Grand Canyon
Polar Bears
Slot Canyon
Bryce Canyon
White Rock Lake

The Dallas Sierra Club Photography Section congratulates this
year’s winners and also thanks its valuable sponsors:
Warehouse Photographic & Lab
2225 E Beltline Road
Carrollton, TX
(972) 416-7110

Arlington Camera
544 W Randoll Mill Rd
Arlington, TX 76011
(817) 261-8131

Wendell A Withrow - Attorney
120 Metrocrest Suite 200
Carrollton, TX 75006
(972) 416-2500

David Gray, a software engineer, is Chairman of
the Texas Committee on Natural Resources.
Once the new DART Line opened to Richardson,
I could no longer avoid bike commuting. The exercise was just what I needed because the weight
was slowly accumulating. Could I change my
commute habits and get to work without driving a
car? Change can be difficult, but I thought worth a
try! With a little preparation, I decided to just jump
on in. My commute is about 15 miles (about 30
minutes drive) from Lake Highlands to north
Richardson. My plan - to bike to DART's Forest
Station, DART to Galatyn Park station, and then
bike to my office. Could I do it?
As I ride through quiet neighborhoods, I wave
and greet folks heading to their cars. I even ride
through the beautiful Spring Creek Preserve. One morning I narrowly missed an
armadillo!
What a great sense of exhilaration greets me each trip - especially on cool, clear
mornings. The open air and quiet streets, the birds chirping, and the mature oversheltering trees, all give great relief from driving on the noisy, busy thoroughfares.
At the train station, I buy a $2 day pass and a paper. I, luckily, commute against
rush hour traffic, so there's lots of room on the train. I park my bike in an unoccupied handicap slot and enjoy a few minutes of relaxation.
At the Galatyn Park Station, I'm back on my bike to finish my 45-minute commute, with a gradual warm down as I cruise into the complex, not worried a bit
about where to park.
The exercise is invigorating, not tiring. Showered and refreshed, sitting at a
desk for hours isn't a chore after all that pedal work! And, I still have the evening's
ride to look forward to. You should try it!
David Gray

Clean Air Wednesdays Program Grateful for DART Support
Reduced traffic congestion and Cleaner Air. That describes the goals of the
Dallas Area Rapid Transit system. In a growing metropolitan area with a plethora
of environmental challenges, DART is making real strides to reduce air pollution
and traffic congestion.
The Dallas Sierra Club would like to thank Tony Mendoza, the manager of
DART's Commuter Services Department, for providing rewards for winners of our
Clean Air Wednesday program. Take your next trip Downtown, to the zoo, ballgame, concert -- or wherever you can -- on DART! For schedule and route information, go to www.dart.org.
You can even buy DART passes on-line!

Night Owls. In early
August, Judy Cato lets
her group take a
breather halfway through
a night hike around
White Rock Lake.

PASSBOOKS NOW ON SALE
Member Suggestion Thought for Meeting Location:
We are currently in the process of evaluating possible alternatives to our monthly
meeting location at the E.D.Walker school in Dallas. If you have any suggestions to
a new meeting location that meets the following criteria:

Who can't use a great deal in these troubling economic times? Save
money on movies, restaurants, groceries, theater tickets, sporting events
and more with a PASSBOOK!!! The Passbook 2003 books are out at
Sierra Club for a mere low, low price of $20. Get yours today!!
To pick one up or reserve one for yourself at the next Sierra meeting, call Paul Huston at 972-732-6566. You can start using them right
now. It's the perfect $20 birthday or Christmas gift. Don't wait!
Supplies are limited.

1. Centrally located - preferably a location within, or reasonably close to the city
of Dallas;
2. Ability to handle 150 - 250 people comfortably;
3. Consistently available on a monthly basis;
4. Free or very inexpensive;
5. Access to the light rail or public transit (this is not a necessity, but it would
be nice);
Please contact Thomas Toland at 214-871-7116. Essentially, we would be interested
in considering anyplace that meets the preceding criteria, including schools, restaurants, stores, businesses, religious institutions, etc. Your assistance in this search
would be greatly appreciated.
The Compass
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